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I hope it does not mean a referendum.
because the history of referendums is not
goad when it comes to saying "Yes". I
believe this is an area in which Govern-
mnents must exercise their responsibilities
to ensure reasonable boundary changes
are made.

Every time a proposal is made for a
major change In local authority bound-
aries, there Is very emotional reaction
from the local people. We have only to
consider what happened at Swan-Midland
and Kalgoorlie -Boulder to realise that
once a change is made people can see the
advantages of it. If the Government pro-
poses to hold a referendum, I think It
would be a very retrograde and irres-
ponsible step. If that Is what the Govern-
ment has In mind, I hope it will have
second thoughts about the matter.

I conclude my remarks by saying I
acknowledge mry loyaltiy to The Queen. as
expressed in the motion moved by Mr
Pratt. I have a very high respect for the
British parliamentary system. I only regret
it is not fully implemented in this State;
but I will not develop that theme.

The Hon. N. McNeill: But you take the
best possible advantage of it.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. V. J. Ferry.

House adjourned at 8.41 p.m.

?.piieantutuv Aaiiwutbg
Tuesday. the 25th March, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the chair at 4.30 pm.. and read prayers.

CANNING RIVER RECLAMATION
Kwinana Freeway Extension: Petition
MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [4.33

p.m.]: I present the following petition
relating to the proposed extension to the
Kwlnana Freeway-

To the Honourable Bpeaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly In
Parliament assembled

We. the undersigned citizens of Aus-
tralia do humbly petition the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia that It
might take such steps as may be neces-
sary to re-locate and re-design the
proposed extensions to the Kwlnana
Freeway, so that no part of the Can-
ning River or Its foreshores may be
used for roadways.

And your petitioners as in duty
bound will ever pray.

The petition contains 8 123 signatures and
I have signed to certify that It conforms
with the Standing Orders.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (43): ON NOTICE

1. RECREATION OFFICERS
Diploma Courses

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Recrea-
tion:
(1) Subsequent to my question 3 of

Wednesday. 13th November, 1974,
what action has been taken to
establish a correspondence course
to assist community recreation
officers studying for diploma
courses and stationed in country
areas?

(2) If there has been any correspond-
ence to and from the Secondary
Teachers College re this matter
would the Minister please table
a copy of same?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) As a result of approaches made

by the Community Recreation
Council, the Secondary Teachers
College Is currently making avail-
able theoretical subjects for ex-
ternal study by Community
Recreation officers stationed in
country areas. In addition credit
is given for practical units taken
through the Technical Education
Division of the Education Depart-
ment.
The Secondary Teachers College
advises that eight persons are
presently enrolled under the
scheme.

(2) Negotiation has been by personal
conference and internal memor-
andum. There is no correspond-
ence which would merit being
tabled.

2. PATCH THEATRE GUILD
Letter to Premier

Mr T. Dl. EVANS, to the Premier:
(1) Subsequent to my question 4 asked

on Wednesday 13th November,
1974 has he now fully replied to
the letter from the Director of
Patch Theatre Guild?

(2) What action has been taken or
is contemplated to be taken in
respect of the matters raised by
the said letter?

(3) What financial assistance can
the Patch Theatre Guild expect
to receive this calendar year
through a Government depart-
ment or agency?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) The matter was referred to the

Western Australian Arts Council
for examination, and it Is under-
stood that their full report Is
imminent.
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(3) Patch Theatre is quite eligible to
apply to the Schools Commission,
and the Theatre Board of the
Australia Council. No indication
can be given of what assistance
might be available from those
sources.
Discussions between the Western
Australian Arts Council and Miss
Hills of the Patch Theatre have
taken place.
The Western Australian Arts
Council is awaiting a formal
application for assistance, to-
gether with the necessary support-
Ing documentation.
in the meantime I have agreed to
receive a, deputation with the
Minister to review the position.

3. COMMUNITY RECREATION
COUNCIL

Lease of Perry Lakes Pavilion

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Recrea-
tion:
(1) Has the leasing by the Com-

munity Recreation Council of
portion of the Perry Lakes pavi-
lion and complex been legally
agreed upon?

(2) When will the Community
Recreation Council be operating
from Perry Lakes?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) The lease between the Perth City

Council and the Community
Recreation Council for use of por-
tion of Perry Lakes pavilion and
complex is currently being pre-
pared for engrossing.

(2) It is anticipated that the Com-
munity Recreation Council will be
operating from Perry Lakes by
the end of June 1975.

4. SOUTH KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
Fencing

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(I) Has a decision now been made

to complete fencing of the
South Kalgoorlie Primary School
grounds in accordance with a re-
part and recommendation made
by his predecessor in the Labor
Government subsequent to a visit
to the school one year ago this
month?

(2) If not, would he please give early
and favourable consideration to
this relatively inexpensive but
worthwhile project?

5.

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) Approval has not been granted

because of the many other higher
priority works which must be met
from available finance.

(2) The work will be listed for con-
sideration in the 1975-76 esti-
mates.

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION
Minister's Statement

Mr T. fl. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Apropos the Minister for Educa-

tions' statement on pre-primary
and pre-school education given to
the Legislative Council on 18th
March, 1975, does his mention of
the fact that "if the current pre-
primary centre programme were
dropped none of the funds spent
on it could be spent on other
education projects" suggest there
is a possibility this programmue
could be dropped?

(2) Is it likely that if the pre-prlin-
ary centre programme is first of
all likely to continue and sec-
ondly to continue to draw finan-
cial support from the Children's
Commission (or the interim Com-
mittee thereof) will the scope of
the daily programme within a
pre-primary centre have to be
enlarged to accommodate the
"care" element to be insisted
upon by the Children's Commis-
sion?

(3) Referring to the Minister's state-
ment wherein he said on page 2
of the printed version "The funds
for the initial six centres came
from a special allocation from the
State Treasury and were over and
above money provided for the
primary and secondary school pro-
grammes" does this mean that
when the last budget was being
determined Ministers other than
the minister for Education al-
lowed sums of money to be ex-
cised from what they would have
otherwise regarded as their re-
spective departmental proper al-
locations to provide a special
fund; if not, what does It mean?

(4) Have all State moneys either
spent on or committed to pre-
primary centres so far been ap-
propriarted for that purpose by
Parliament; if not, would he
explain plase?

Mr GRAYDEN repied:
(1) The Government has every inten-

tion of proceeding with the pro-
gramme.

(2) The full impications of the
Children's Commission programme
are not yet available.
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(3) The moneys were provided from
a supplementary loan allocation,
hence, they were over and above
those Provided for primary and
secondary Programmes.

(4) Yes, for the 1974-75 financial
year.

6. HIGH SCHOOLS
Admission of 11-year-olds: Analysis
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Subsequent to my question of

Tuesday, 12th November, 1974
concerning the Liberal Party
policy relating to the age of trauns-
fer of a child from the primary
to the secondary school, will the
Minister advise whether the
"exhaustive analysis" referred to
in the answer has yet been comn-
pleted; if not, has it commenced?

(2) Does the Government's recourse
to "the best possible professional
advice, having regard to all im-
plications-educatlonal, finan-
cial, physical and social" suggest
that the said policy is ill-founded
and should not be pursued?

(3) Dloes the Government's recourse
to the "best possible professional
advice" extend to seeking the
views of the State School Teach-
ers Union and the WA Council of
State School Organisatlons?

(4) Has a Country Party Minister or
Member been involved in the
"exhaustive analysis"?

Mr GRAYflEN replied:
(1) A thorough review of the age of

transfer has been undertaken and
it is in consequence that the
decision has been reached to
give more immediate Priority to
the improvement of conditions in
the Primary schools.

(2) No. The Government is estab-
lishing the Western Australian
Education Council with the
objective of gaining, on a con-
tinuing basis, the best possible
Professional advice.

(3) Representatives of the Teachers'
Union, which Is a professional
association, have been nominated

* to the Education Council.
(4) No.

71. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Policy, Pro'posals: Notice

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:

On what occasions has the En-
vironmental Protection Authority
pursuant to section 36 of the En-
vironmental Protection Act given

public notice of policy iroposals,
and what were the subjects of
such notices?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
To date, on no occasion, although
principles of wetland and coastal
management have been made
known generally.

8. HIGH SCHOOLS
Prevocational, and Physically

Discrete Centres

Mr A. R. TONKIN. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Which high schools and senior

high schools have pre-vocational
centres at the present time?

(2) Do all of the above centres have
physically discrete centres, and if
not, what kind of provisions are
made?

(3) Which high schools and senior
high school will receive such
centres in the future, and when
will the facilities be provided?

Mr 0 HAYDEN replied:
(1) in reply to question 9 of Wed-

nesday, 19th March, 1975, a list
of senior high schools which do
not have pre-vocational centres;
was Provided. The remaining 38
senior high schools having pre-
vocational centres is thus evident.
Bridgetown is the only high school
with a pre-vocational centre.

(2) The policy is to provide separate
centres; but in new schools the
total manual arts area may be
integrated.

(3) Ne-vocational centres will be
provided on a progressive basis
according to the availability Of
finance.

9. NORTHEAST MORLEY SCHOOL
Opening

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

When is it expected that the pro-
posed North East Morley Primary
school will enrol its first Stu-
dents?

Mr GRAYDEN repied:
The Walmsley primary school has
been listed but a definite date for
establishment has not been de-
termined.

10. Thi4s question was postponed.
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11. QUOKKAS
Use in Research

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Is he satisfied that there is no

cruelty to quokkas involved In
the research being undertaken at
the Western Australian Univer-
sity ?

(2) What types of modifications are
made physiologically and/or
anatomically to the quokkas?

(3) Are the quokkas destroyed 'when
research Is completed, or are
some destroyed as a consequence
of the research?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) 1 am informed that any opera-

tionis are performed under an
authority to perform operations
and experiments on animals
issued by Public Health Depart-
ment under the Prevention of
Cruelty Act, 1920-1958, for the
purpose of physiological work or
instruction.

(2) Modifications made are:-
(a) Physiologic-ally-

(I) Experimental variation to
elucidate the hormonal
mechanisms underlying
adaptation to aridity;

(ii) Experimental variation to
elucidate the immune
mechanisms, and

(b) Anatomically-
Anatomical work is done on
dead animals only.

(3) As it is not certain that the re-
establishment of quokkas would
not involve same suffering the
regulations under the above Act
are interpreted to mean that ani-
mals are destroyed at the con-
elusion of the experiment.

EDUCATION
Reading Potential: investigation

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is he aware of the experimental

work being undertaken by Profes-
sor Paul Satz in the reading
potential of first grade boys in
several Roman Catholic schools?

(2) Does the comment by Professor
Satz that he is working in the
Roman Catholic systenm because
it was Immediately available and
willing to take part in the pro-
ject indicate that the State sirs-
tern will not co-operate in such
venture or that it is too rigidly
organised to be able to take part?

(3) Is the Education Departmnent in
a better position to indicate the
number of first year high school
students with reading Problems
than was the case some years ago
when it was indicated that the
position throughout the State was
niot known?

(4) What new Initiatives have been
taken In the Past 12 months In-
(a) primary;
(b) secondary State schools,
to investigate the incidents of
low reading attainment and to
apply remedial measures?

Mr GRAYEIEN replied:
(1.) Yes. Professor Satz is involved in

experimental work to develop
diagnostic Procedures. During a
visit to the Education Department
he explained that his purpose was
not remediatlon in reading.

(2) No. The visit was arranged for
the specific purpose of working in
the Roman Catholic system, No
formal approach was made for
the co-operation of the Education
Department.

(3) The incidence of reading difficulty
at the secondary school level is
made known to the Education
Department by the schools. Loca.-
tion and treatment of these child-
ren is aL function of both English
departments and guidance offi-
cers.

(4) Some new initiatives are-
Q) new institution of a special

education course of one year's
duration at Mount Lawley
Teachers' College.

(it) introduction of special in-
service courses for teachers
dealing with diagnostic and
remedial techniques. Between
350-400 teachers have
attended these courses to
date and further Courses are
planned.

(iii) a research officer is currently
analysing data collected in
1974 concerning the abilities
and attainments of secondary
students.

(iv) in primary Schools super-
numary teachers are being
appointed to facilitate the
organisation of remedial
groups within the school. In
secondary schools further
remedial reading teachers
have been appointed.

(v) in some country areas re-
source teachers with special
expertise in the area of reme-
dial education have been
appointed to guide and assist
teachers.

12.
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13. PEEL INLET
Report to Metropolitan

Water Board
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) Will he table the progress report

to the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Board on
a study being undertaken on Peel
Inlet by the W-A. institute of
Technology?

(2) When is the final report expected
to be completed?

Mr O'NEIh replied:
(1) With permission, I table a copy

of the progress report dated 3Mt
October, 1974.

(2) Wait-aid-limited has been com-
missioned to do phase I of a
potentially larger study. Phase I
is expected to be completed in
June or July 1975 and decisions
will then be made relating to
possible further studies.

The progress report was tabled (see
paper No. 107).

14. COMMUJNITY RECREATION
COUNCIL4

Lease of Perry Lakes Pavilion
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

What are the terms of the agree-
ment by which the Community
Recreation Council of Western
Australia has the use of the Perry
Lakes pavilion and complex?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The areas to be leased In the Sir
Thomas Meagher Pavilion are:-

the main reception hall, open
court and dressing room on
the ground floor and the
whole of the first floor exclud-
ing the cafeteria, bars, kit-
chen and store; together with
that portion of the adjoining
grounds set aside for an
equipment store.

The lease is to be for an initial
period of 10 years with an option
of renewal for a further 10 years.
A yearly rental of $20 000 is pay-
able and is subject to Periodic
review.

15. STATE FORESTS
Overcutting

Mr A.RU. TONKIN, to the Premier:
As overcutting is occurring in the
timber industry as evidenced by
answers given to questions by the
Minister for Forests in 1974 and
as the Minister for Labour and

15.

Industry wants more migrant
timber workers so that the rate
of cutting shall not be abated
and, as furthermore, the latter
Minister sees no need for con-
sultation between himself and the
Minister for Forests as indicated
in his answer to question 6 of
18th March, 1975, will the Prem-
ier-
(a) arrange for consultation be-

tween the two Ministers con-
cerned so that the rate of
labour flow into the timber
Industry Is not such that over-
cutting will continue and so
lead to the denudation of our
hardwood forests;

(b) state his Government's policy
with respect to the future of
our indigenous hardwood
forests;

(c) ensure that there Is co-ordin-
ation between different de-
partments of his Government
so that more and more timber
workers will not arrive and
have to be kept in work by a
continuation of the policy of
overcutting?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) There Is already ample co-

ordination between depart-
ments.

(b) Planned use and management
of the State's forests to pro-
vide optimum social and eco-
nomic return.

(c) Co-ordination already exists
between different depart-
nments.

MOTOR VEHICLE
DRIVERS' LICENSES

Three or Five-year Term

Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Police:

Is he prepared to introduce motor
drivers' vehicle licenses on a three
or five year basis?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The Road Traffic Act, 1974 section
46, makes provision that a driver's
license is valid for a period of 12
months or of three years at the
option of the holder.
The Act is yet to be proclaimed.
Currently consideration of a five
year license would not be desirable
awing to other factors such as
photographic identification which
could influence the duration of a
license. and Is currently under
consideration.
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17. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION COUNCIL

Meetings under Section 24(2)
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
f or Conservation and Environment:
(1) Of the five meetings held by the

Environmental Protection Council
In 1974. which ones, if any, were
convened pursuant to section 24
(2) of the Environmental Pro-
tection Act and which of the
three alternatives referred to in
that subsection . if any, applied?

(2) What was the duration of each
of the five meetings referred to
in (1) ?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) 13/2/74-2 hours 30 minutes.

8/5/74-2 hours 25 minutes.
14/8/74-2 hours 32 minutes.
9/10/74-2 hours 35 minutes.
11/12/74-i hour.

is. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Wetlands: Sanitary, LandAUl

Mr A. H. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:

How many proposals for changes
In wetlands have been referred
to the Environmental Protection
Authority by Government depart-
ments since 12th February, 1974
as a consequence of the directive
referred to In question 68 of 19th
March, 1975?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
Referrals to the department on
the subject of wetlands are con-
tained within a wide spectrum of
departmental files. A precise
answer to the member's question
would require a detailed search of
many departmental files.
However, 26 referrals concerning
sub-division applications have
been received from the Town
Planning Board since a formalisa-
tion of the referral procedure
techniques.
Other referrals have been received
In connection with roads, landfill
sites, foreshore filling and the like.

19. HIGH SCHOOLS
Driver instruction

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Apropos my question 2e of Wed-

nesday, 19th March, 1975 (part
(2) thereof), would he please
Identify the nine senior high
schools where driver education is
not available?

(2) Will the Minister give an assur-
ance that early steps will be taken
to arrange for qualified Instruc-
tors to he made available to these
schools, even if persons other
than teachers are sought to pro-
vide the necessary instruction?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr

so.

ORAYDEN replied:
(1) The nine schools are:-

Applecross 5.11.5.
Central Midland S.H.S.
Eastern Hills 11.S.
Karratha 2.11.8.
Rockingham 5.11.S.
Carnarvon S.H.S.
Collie S.11.S.
Hedland 5.11.5.
Mount Barker S.H.S.
but of these Mount Barker and
Eastern Hills have no students
beyond the eleventh year. These
students are therefore too young
to be admitted to the programme.
At Carnarvon and Central Mid-
lands the 12th year groups are
small.

(2) and (3) Efforts are already being
made to spread the driver educa-
tion programme to the schools
which do not offer it.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Enrolrnents: August, 1974

Mr CLARKO, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

Could the Minister list the en-
rolments as at 1st August, 1974
in each Western Australian-
(a) senior high school;
(b) high school;
(c) district high school?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(a) Senior high schools:.

Albany... ..
Applecross ..
Armadale ..
Balcatta
Balga ..
Belmont ..
Bentley ... ..
Bunbury
Busselton
Cannington
Carnarvon
Central Midlands
Churchiands
City Beach
Collie .. ..
Como
Cyril Jackson
Eastern Goldfields
Esperance ..
Geraldtofl
Governor Stirling

1 233
1 376
1 269
1 466
1 344
1 249
1 141

723
622
911
432
223

1 368
822
440
744

1 004
1 052

560
1 293
1 482
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Hamilton
Hampton ..
Hedlsand ..
Hollywood
John Curtin ..
John Forrest ..
Kalamunda ...
Karratha. ..
Katanning ..
Kent Street ..
Kewdale ..
Ewinana
Man jimup
Melville
Merredin
Mirrabooka ..
Morley
Mount Lawley ..
Narrogin Agricultural
Newton Moore
Northam
Perth modern...
Pinjarra
Rockingham ..
Rossmoyne
Scarborough ..
South Fremnantle
Swanbourne
Thornie
Tuart Hill ..

{b) High schools:
Bridgetown ..
Carine ... ..
Eastern Hills
Girrawbeen
Harvey Agricultural
Kamnbalda
Kelmscott ..
Lockridge ..
Lynwood
Margaret River.
Mount Barker
Newman ..
North Lake ..

1 142
1401

468
755

1 070
1339
1 357

343
525

1 026
1 263
1 151

457
1 326

555
1 073
1 125
1 363

809
814
773

1229
692
926

1 362
1 284
1 Ill1

647
1 286
1 146

227
M13
413
272
3156
233
526
196
172
206
335
136
367

(c) District high schools:

Class I Primary Secondary

Beverley .. ... 193 77
Boyup Brook ......... 235 114
Bullebrook............341 159
Corrigin...............194 101
Cimderdin Agricultural 239 161
Dalwailinu ......... 216 120
Denmark Agricultural 245 160
Derby...............259 126
Donnybrook ......... 224 164
Exmouth .. ... 367 105
Onowangerup ._.......269 94
Kellerberrin.........225 115
Kojonup 351 135
Morawa 242 194
Norseman 333 Ill
Pingelly .. ... 296 99
Quairading .. ... 222 105
Tom Price Il ... 130 106
Wagi ... .. .. 397 131
Waroons .. . 210 112
Wongan Hills .......... 249 113
Wyalkatchem. .. .. 183 170
York .. .1 .. 267 113

Class 11
Boddington .-
Brookton ..
Broome ..
Bruce Rock ..
Carnamab ..
Darkan.
Dowerin
Dumblay ....
Goomalling .
Jerramungup ..
Kulin... .
Lake Grace ...
Mleekatharra .
Mukinbudin ..
mudlewa ..
Nannup... -
Narembeen ..
Northampton .

Northeliffe
Pemberton .

Ravensthorpe ..
Southern Cross
Toodyay
Williams ..
Wundowie ....
Wyndham ..

21.

22.

Primary Secondary
135
164
186
127
128
155

97
110
126
so

IS0
177
154
187
175
148
171
159

3
151
107
ill.
189
159
155
190

46
47
45
34
96
41
44
31
65
42

52

39
60
55
54
81
65
42
02
42
63
so
0

69
41

CARINE HIGH SCHOOL
Stage 4

Mr CLARKO, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) What arrangements have been

made regarding the commence-
ment of stage 4 of the Carine High
School?

(2) Is the Minister satisfied that
stage 4 will be available to stu-
dents for the commencement of
the 1976 school year?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Documentation Is almost com-

plete.
(2) Every endeavour Is being made to

achieve this objective.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Craigie and Greenwood

Mr CLARKO, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) When is It planned to provide a

high school at Cralgie; which
suburbs will it serve, and where
will it be sited?

(2) When is It planned to provide a
high school at Greenwood: which
suburbs will it serve, and where
will it be sited?

(3) What effect will such schools
have on student enrolments. at
the Balcatta. senior high school
and the Carine high school?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) It Is currently proposed to under-

take the construction of stage I
of the Craigle high school to open
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at the beginning of the 1976
school year. The construction of
the school will be dependent on
the total allocation of loan funds
made during the 1975-76 finan-
cial year. The Craile high school
site is located in the area bounded
by Caniberwarra Drive, Arawa
Place and Cawarra and Fenellia
Crescents and will serve the
suburbs of Mullaloo. Kallaroo,
Craigie, Hillarys and Padbury.

(2) It is currently proposed to under-
take the construction of stage 1
of the Greenwood high school to
open at the beginning of the 1976
school year. The construction of
the school will be dependent on
the total allocation of loan funds
made during the 1975-76 financial
year. The Greenwood high school
site Is bounded by Coollbah Drive,
Blackbutt Drive, Tingle Court
and Warrigal Way and will serve
the suburbs of Greenwood, War-
wick and Hamersley.

(3) Current predictions of future
enrolments for Balcatta Senior
High School and Carine high
school are not available since all
the necessary basic enrolment
data are not yet to hand. it Is
anticipated that significant relief
In terms of total pupil enrol-
ments be afforded the above two
schools by the opening of the
Greenwood and Cralgie high
schools in 1978.

HOUSING
Unmarried Mothers, Divorcees,

and Deserted wives

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will he advise the number of-
(a) unmarried mothers:
(b) divorcees;
(c) deserted wives,
who are housed in
Commission homes
Ing areas:

24. MT. ELENA SCHOOL AND
EASTERN HILLS HIGH SCHOOL

Extensions: Official Opening
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Further to my questions, 7 and 8
of Wednesday, 19th March, 1975,
the replies to which show that the
total cost of the building of a
resource centre at Mt. Helena
primary school and the improve-
ments at Eastern Hills high school
are being borne by the Australian
Government by way of fundinr?
through the Schools Commission,
will the Minister ensure in the
event of an official opening being
carried out of either or both of
these improvements that the Aus-
tralian Minister for Education or
his representative be Invited to
the official opening and, if pos-
sible, carry out the official open-
ing?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Under the procedures followed by
the previous, as well as the pres-
ent Government, the State Min-
ister for Education has the sole
right to perform the opening
ceremony or to delegate this duty.
There is no doubt that an appro-
priate decision will be reached at
the time of such an opening.

25.

State Housing
in the follow-

Bentley,
Manimna,
Queens Park,
Wilson,
St James?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

It is not possible to provide tne
Information requested by the
Member from the records kept at
the State Housing Commission.

ROADS
Causeway: Relointing

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Why has the re-jointing Of the

Causeway taken so long on this
occasion?

(2) How long is this new jointing
expected to last?

(3) In view of the huge cost to indus-
try and commerce, due to the
traffic delays occasioned by this
activity, would it not be of greater
economic advantage to the com-
munity if this work had been con-
fined to weekends-aturday
afternoons and Sundays-when as
a general rule the Causeway is
relatively free of commercial and
industrial traffic?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Work on re-jointing of the Cause-

way is expected to be completed
in mid April 1975. The works
will have taken ten weeks which
is reasonable in view of the dif -
ficult working conditions and the
complexity of the work. Heavy
peak hour traffic precludes work-
ing on the bridge before 9.30 a.m.
and after 3.30 p.m. and to mini-
mise disruption to traffic only one

23.
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traffic lane is worked on at a
time. There are 36 expansion
joints on the bridge each requir-
Ing extensive work and the use of
special high strength epoxy con-
crete, which is a specialised pro-
duct, requiring a high degree of
skill and care and also protec-
tion from traffic while It gains
strength.

(2) The type of Joint now being pro-
vided has been used overseas and
experience there has shown that
the joints will last for the life of
the bridge.

(3) No. the work cannot be confined
to weekends because this would
prolong the work into the winter
and it is essential that the work
be cardied out in dry weather.
Delays to traffic due to road work
have not been significant except
on the first day that work
started. Extensive delays have
occurred on two other days but
these were caused by serious traf-
fic accidents and were not related
to the works.

26. OERALDTON HIGH SCHOOL
Landscaping

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

With reference to question 89 of
Wednesday, 19th March, 1975 and
the answer given thereto, when
does the E±ducation Department
anticipate allocating funds for the
landscaping at the Geraldton
senior high school?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
If funds are available the work
will be included in the 1974-75
programme. Otherwise it will be
given a Priority listing in the
1975-78 estimates.

27. BLUF'F POINT SCHOOL
Architect: Site Inspection

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Works:

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The architect responsible for the

design and documentation of the 3
classroom additions to Bluff Point
primary school did not request
approval to visit the site.

28.

29.

(1) Is It a fact that in the ease of
the three new classrooms being
constructed at Bluff Point primary
school, Plans were drawn by a
private architect in Perth who did
not visit the site because the
Public Works Department would
not reimburse him for travelling
expenses?

(2) If "Yes", considering a sum of
approximately $100 000 was in-
volved, does not a saving of a $50
air fare appear to be a false
economy?

(3) Is this common policy in such
cases?

(4) If so, will he consider changing
this policy?

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Departmental policy is to limit

visits by private architects to sites
outside the metropolitan area to
those considered essential because
of costs involved. These include
not only fares, but also reimburse-
ment of the architect's travelling
and waiting time at an hourly
rate in the order of $25.

(4) No. I am satisfied that the policy
saves non-essential expenditure
and is flexible enough to ensure
that where there Is a need for an
architect to visit a site, approval
is readily granted.

RAIL WAYS
Geraldian Marshalling Yards

Mr CARE, to the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) With reference to my question 31

of 18th September, 1974, concern-
ing the Geraldton marshalling
Yards, has the report referred to
in his answer been completed?

(2) If "Yes", will he please table the
report?

(3) If "No" to wI, when is it now
anticipated that the report will be
completed?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Steps are being taken to fInalise

the planning and the report
should be available within the
next few months.

MENTAL HEALTH
Tresillian Hostel: Resiting,

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Further to my question 47 of Wed-

nesday, 19th March, has any mem-
ber or members of this Parliament
requested the relocation of resi-
dents of the Tresillian Hostel?

(2) If "Yes" would the Minister Indi-
cate which member or members?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) The question of Tresil-

Ilan's future and the bigger ques-
tion of increased accommodation
for the type of patient at Tresil-
lian has been under discussion
constantly since Tresillian was
first used on a temporary basis
for Its present purpose. The
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Member for Nedlands and the
local authority have, for obvious
reasons, been involved in these
discussions.

30. ALCOA ALUMINA REFINERY
Pipeline Leakage

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Conser-
vation and Environment:
(1) Is he aware that leaks have

occurred in the pipeline carrying
waste water containing caustic
from Alcoa's refinery to Its mud
lakes In Mandogalup?

(2) Does the leakage constitute a
potential danger to the surround-
ing area, especially the nearby
market gardens?7

(3) What remedial action Is con-
templated by the company and the
department to obviate any poten-
tial hazard?

(4) Has consideration been given to
the appointment of a pollution;
officer for the Swinana complex?

(5) If so. would he be appointed by
the company or the Government?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) yes.
(2) Officers of my department have

been assured by officers of the
Department of Industrial Develop-
ment (which administers the
agreement under which the com-
pany operates) that the leakage
posed no danger to the surround-
ing areas.

(3) The company has been asked by
the Department of Industrial
Development to examine ways and
means of preventing a repetition
of these incidents or at least the
means of detecting leakages so
that pumping can be stopped
promptly and automatically.

(4) Yes--and the matter is under re-
view.

(5) The staff situation of Government
and Local Government to meet
the needs of pollution control at
Ewinana is currently under re-
view, together with the entire
matter of environmental manage-
ment of Kwinana.

31. KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Route: Alterations

Mr MAY. to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Since 30th March, 1974, have there

been any alterations to the route
of the Ewinana-Balga 330 kV
transmission line?

32.

(2) If so, will he Indicate the areas
where changes have been made?

(3) Has. the dispute between the SEC
and residents In the Caversham
area been resolved?

(4) If so, will he indicate the method
of settlement?

Mr, MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (4) See answer to question 18

on 14th August. 1974. Negotia-
tions are still proceeding on the
basis of settlement by grant of
easement.

MANJIMII? HIGH SCHOOL
Prevocational Centre

Ur H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Have tenders been re-called for the

building of a pre-vocational centre
at the Manimup junior high
school?

(2) If "Yes" when do tenders close
and if "No" when is It proposed
to call tenders for this project?

Mr
(1)
(2)

33.

GRAYDEN replied:
No.
Documentation Is proceeding and
It is anticipated construction will
be undertaken later in the year.

INFLATION
Government Action

Ur J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Having had an opportunity to

check his replies to question 23 on
the Notice Paper for Tuesday, 18th
March, does he still maintain
that, "Although Perth experienced
a higher lift in prices than other
capitals during the December
quarter. for the three previous
quarters, the Perth Increase was
the lowest of all the States- As
a result, the increase In Perth
over the whole of 1974 was 14%
against 15%, or mare, In every
other capital city, giving us the
lowest inflation rate of all the
States during the year"?

(2) Will he explain why for the
months of January and February
the rate of Increases in food prices
In Perth has exceeded that re-
carded in every other capital and
in February the rate of increase
was 1.5% which is almost double
the next highest State capital
rise and 24 times the national
average?

(3) Does he still maintain that "Infla-
tion can be beaten to a substan-
tial degree State by State and the
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only answer there has ever been
Is to beat the shortages that are
driving up the prices"?

(4) Uf he re-affirms his statement
quoted in (3) will he explain why
he has allowed the range of food-
stuffs used by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics to analyse
price trends to have the sharpest
rise of any capital in the Past 12
months?

Sir CHARL.ES COURT replied:
(1) Yes. Although the increase in the

consumer price Index for Perth
from December quarter 1973 to
December quarter 1974 was higher
than in other capitals, the cor-
responding increase for the March,
June and September quarters was
less in Perth than for other cap-
itals.
Consequently, the increase ob-
tained by comparing only the De-
cember quarters 1973 and 1974
was not typical of the experience
over the whole of 1974 during
which prices on average rose less
in Perth than in other capital cit-
ies.

(2) Seasonal movements in meat
prices have been the main reason
for Perth's higher rate of Increase
in food Prices, as measured by the
consumer Price index, In Janu-
ary and February.

(3) and (4) The first task facing the
Government on election to office
was to overcome the shortages
which were driving up prices at
that time. This we have done, but
we now face problems created by
the excessive spending policies of
the Whitlam Government and
by extremely high wage demands
-in which the Commonwealth
Government claimed initially to
be a "pace-setter"-whlch require
employers and governments to in-
crease prices and charges to cover
rising costs.
Despite consistent efforts by State
Governments and repeated offers
of full co-operation in a drive to
beat inflation, the Federal Gov-
ernment has failed to come for-
ward with a coherent anti-infla-
tionary policy. Until the national
government is prepared to face up
to its responsibilities, the States
are severly handicapped in Im-
plementing effective anti-infla-
tionary measures. In f act, the
commendable efforts by the
States to contain and abate in-
flation, have been largely nulli-
fled by Commonwealth policies
-and actions--with no prospect of
relief at the Commonwealth level
In sight.

34.

35.

EDUCATION
Children in Remote Areas:

Air Transport

Mr CARR, to the Premier:
(1) With reference to his Press release

of 10th January, 1975 in which be
stated that all children living in
remote areas of Western Australia
will be entitled to three free
return air fares a year to and from
distant schools, does this policy
apply to children of fishermen who
live for several months of the
year in isolated circumstances at
the Abrolbos Wsands?

(2) if "No"' are any air fare conces-
sions available to such children
to utilise the charter planes avail-
able?

(3) If "No" to (2), will he give con-
sideration to introducing some
form of air fare assistance for
these children?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) If the member submits to me full

details such as number of child:
ren involved, schools attended,

- normal place of residence, dura-
tion of visit to Islands, etc., I
shall arrange for the matter to be
considered.

LAND
Packsaddle Plains: Lease

Mr H. D. EVANS. to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Does the notice on page 4946 of

the Government Gazette of 8th
November, 1974, which invites
applications for the leasing of
King locations 407 and 408, refer
to blocks on the Packsaddle Plains,
Kununurra?

(2) What are the conditions under
which these blocks are or will be
leased?

(3) Have the lease conditions been
altered in any way from the con-
ditions which were applied to
other blocks on the Packsaddle
Plains which were released Pre-
viously, and if so, what differences
apply?

(4) Will leaseholders be permitted to
reside on the blocks referred to In
(1) ?

(5) If residence on these blocks is not
to be permitted how does he
reconcile this decision with the:
views he expressed on page 6523
of Hansard of 14th December,
1973, when he claimed that it was
unfortunate that people coul d not
reside on blocks on the Pack-
saddle Plains?
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(8) Does he propose to allow
to reside on blocks on the
saddle Plains and other
around Kununurra?

Mr
(1)

RIDGE replied:
Yes.

people
Pack-
Places

(2) As published in the Government
Gazette dated 8th November. 1974,
page 4996.

(3) and (4) No.
(5) I still regard It as unfortunate

that people are not able to re-
side on the land in Question but
the Department of Public Health
is still opposed to the erection of
new residences within 1 500
metres of land subject to spray
drift.

(8) Where no health hazard exists,
yes.

36. BUILD)ING BLOCKS
Country Centres: Sale

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) As Minister for Lands, has he yet

devised a system whereby land is
made available for purchase "over
the counter" in country centres
through local authorities as he
suggested was necessary in his
speech of 14th December, 1973
and recorded on page 6522 of
Mansard of that year?

(2) If so, in what towns does this
system now operate?

(3) If "No" to (1), why has such a
system not been introduced, and
what are the reasons for not
implementing such a system
immediately?

(4) Rave any of the unserviced beach
blocks at Broome to which he
made reference on page 6522 of
Mansard of 1973 been released?

(5) If these blocks have not been
released because of lack of ser-
vicing, has assistance been made
available to the local authority to
provide servicing, and if not, will
finance for this purpose be pro-
vided?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No. but with the creation of the

first Regional Government Centre
at Kununurra, I anticipate that
lots In that town will be available
"over the counter", but this will
not necessarily be through the
local authority because a depart-
mental office exists In the town,

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Because not everything can be

done "immediately". It should be
noted however, that as serviced

land becomes available. I am pre-
Pared to use local authorities as
agents if it is considered desir-
able and necessary.

(4) No, but at Riddell Beach a sub-
division of 37 blocks has been of-
fered to the Broome Shire Coun-
cil for development and sale.

(5) No, and although the present fin-
Ancial circumstances of the state
Government preclude direct fin-
ancial assistance, I am still hope-
ful of finding a means of assist-
ing shire councils In this regard.

37?. SMALL CLAIMLS TRIBUNAL
Commencement

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Is it a fact that the Small Claims

Tribunal will commence business
on Wednesday, 2nd April, 1975?

(2) If "No" when will it commence
business?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) Yes, but claims will be

accepted from the 24th March1
1975 as advertised in the Press.

38. POLICE
River Rock Cruises: Reports

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Further to question '77 of 19th

March, 1975, has any member of
the police force made any report
at any time relative to under age
drinking and related matters on
the 'river rock" cruises of Temer-
aire fl?

(2-) If "Yes"-_
(a) how many reports:
(b) will he table these reports or

any of them?
(3) If not, why not?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes, in accordance with section 21,

of the Liquor Act.
(2) (a) Six.

(b) No.
(3) Police reports are considered con-

fidential and tabling of such docu-
ments would tend to inhibit com-
pleteness of reports in the future.

39. CHIROPRACTORS ACT
Amendment

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:

Is the Minister taking steps to
amend the Chiropractors Act
amongst other things for the pur-
Pose of Protecting the Public
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generally from the invasion of
"osteopaths" from the Eastern
States?

Mr RIDGE replied:
This matter Is receiving serious
consideration.

40. BYPORD REHABILITATION
CEN4TRE

Staffl and Accommodation
Mr DAVIES. to the Chief Secretary:
(1) What is the staff establishment

at the Byford Rehabilitation
Centre?

(2) What is the present establish-
ment?

(3) How many persons can be accom-
modated at the centre?

(4) How many persons are presently
accommodated at this centre?

(5) Is any change proposed in the role
of the centre?

Mr STEPHENS replied:.
(1) 1 superintendent

1 senior officer
1 nursing sister
1 farm officer
8 prison officers

12

(2) 1 nursing sister
1 farm officer
8 prison officers
1 senior officer

11

(3)

(4)

(5)

25 persons can be accommodated
at the centre.
There are at present 8 persons
accommodated.
The role of the centre is currently
under discussion with the Minister
for Health.

41. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
Children at Roebourne

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Will the Minister supply the par-

ticulars listed below In respect of
children in Roebourne, additional
to those mentioned in his answer
to question 80 of 19th March,
1975, who have been dealt with
under section 34 (c) of the Child
Welfare Act since 1st July. 1974
and who have been given corporal
punishment by way of penalty?

(2) will he provide details of age, sex,
nature of their offences, who
administered the corporal punish-
ment, and the nature of the
weapon used?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) No children have been

dealt with under section 34 (c) of
the Child Welfare Act since 1st
July, 1974 in the Roebourne Child-
ren's Court other than those men-
tioned in reply to question 80 on
19th March, 1975.

42. POLICE
Prostitution: Disclosure of Addresses

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Having in answer to question 78

on 19th March, 19%6 amongst
other things said that he did not
wish to advertise illegal activities
-referring to prostitution in the
metropolitan area-oes this
mean that brothels are still
operating at all or any of the
addresses sought In the said ques-
tion?

(2) If "No" why Is he concerned
about advertising these now "non-
existent" illegal activities?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Not necessarily.
(2) (a) 'Where activities have ceased,

publication of addresses could
cause embarrassment to pre-
sent occupants.

(b) Where It Is suspected activit-
ies may be continuing publi-
cation could hinder surveil-
lance by police officers.

(c) 'he previous question by the
member sought information
as to names of persons con-
victed and I do not propose
to answer questions of this
nature. To make public in-
formation concerning charges
and convictions would be un-
fair to persons who have been
convicted of an offence, paid
their debt to society and are
endeavouring to rehabilitate
themselves.
I will arrange for a list of of-
fences committed and the
penalty imposed to be pre-
pared and forwarded to the
member if this will assist
him.

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION
Fees, and Bus Transport

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Has the parental levy payable in

respect of children attending pre-
school centres Yet been abolished;
if not, when is it to be abolished

43.
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so that attendance at a pre-
school centre shall be on the same
free basis as attendance at a pre-
primary centre?

(2) Will children who attend a pre-
primary centre be eligible to
travel-
(a) free of charge on a regular

school bus; and
(b) on the same subsidised fare

arrangement applicable to
school children patronising
M'rr buses?

(3) What is the position as to travel
arrangements Per-
(a) regular school bus: and
(b) Mfl bus,
for children attending a pre-
school centre?

(4) If there is any difference between
(2) (a) and (3) (a) on the one
hand, and (2) (b) and (3) (b) on
the other, why?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) No. A precise date cannot be nom-

inated at this time.
(2) to (4) over a period of years it

has been departmental policy to
be sympathetic to the needs of
pre-school children in regard to
the use of school transport Sys-
tems. Wherever it is possible, pre-
school children have been accom-
modated. This position will not
be changed with the introduction
of pre-primary centres except that
in some cases it may be necessary
to Provide additional services.
In the metropolitan area It is the
usual practice for parents to be
responsible for the transport of
their children.

VICTORIA PARK
TRAFFIC OFFICE

Motor Vehicle Licenses

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister for
flaffe:
(1) How many motor vehicle licenses

in each category were issued and-
or renewed at the Victoria Park
offce for the year ended 30th
June, 1974?

(2) What was the value of licenses
in each case?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Total transactions on motor ve-

hicle licenses were 78 324.
(2) Value of these transactions was

$2 283 608, but details of each cat-
egory are not available.

45. HOUSING
Northam

Mr MeIVER. to the Premier:
Reference is made to the answer
to question 19 of Thursday, 20th
March, 1975,-will he elaborate on
paragraph (4) and inform me
what action has been taken to
expedite completion of Govern-
ment Employees' Housing Author-
fly homes in Northam, which are
now beyond contract time?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Arrangements are being made to
terminate the contracts under
which these houses are being
constructed, and to let a new con-
tract for their completion.

46. WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Establishment and Finance

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

Could he supply the following in-
formation regarding the Manji-
mup wood chip industry:-
(a) (I) Timetable of the project;

(it) how far it has proceeded:
(iii) capital costs of the vari-

ous stages?
(b) Government expenditure on-

(i) roads;
(ii) railways;

(III) wharves;
Qiv) housing?

(c) Anticipated revenue from
road, railways, wharves and
royalties to the Forests De-
partment?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(a) (1) First shipments

early in 1976.
are expected

(it) The project Is generally On
schedule.

(lII) The capital cost Of the pro-
ject will substantially exceed
the $11 million mentioned in
the wood chipping Industry
Agreement.
Because of inflation the ac-
tual final cost will not be
known for some time.

(b) (i) NIL
(ii) The company will pay for all

terminal facilities, sidings and
wagons. The State will pro-
vide locomotives and brakje-
vans estimated to cost
$1 940 000. Upgrading of
mainline track between Pic-
ton and Pemberton, which
will also benefit other users,
to cost $1 050 000 paid by the
state.
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(iii) State expenditure on the
berth is estimated at
$1 400 000 and the company
pays full wharfage charges.

Qiv) The State has no commt-
ment to provide housing
specifically for company em-
ployees.

(o) At this stage revenue to the State
Is not known because precise ton-
nage of wOodchips is nut known.
However, on the bashs of 500 000
tons In 1975 the revenue Is esti-
mated as follows-
(I) Road-

The company will mainly use
Its own haulage roads, and
the amount of license, third
party insurance and road
maintenance tax for crossing
public roads has not as ye,
been determined.

(ii) Railways-
The freight rate specified in
the agreement for tonnages
of 500 000 to 750 000 a year Si
$2.25 a ton plus escalation.
The amount of this escalation
is confidential between the
Railways Commission and the
company.

(i) Wharves--
The Bunbury Port Authority
expects a revenue of $200 000
wharf age and $15 000 other
port dues and charges per
aninumr.

Qiv) Florest Department royalties-
The concessional royalty is
$2.10 per 100 cubic feet of
log timber. Assuming a recov-
ery of 2.5 tons of woodchips.
shipped per 100 cubic feet of
log intake the royalty would
be about $420 000 per annum.

47. LAND AGENTS SUPERVISORY
COMMITTEE

Complaints, Staff, and Members
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) flow many complaints have been

made to the Land Agents Super-
visory Committee for each of the
years 1971, 1972, 1973, 1914 and to
date in 1975?

(2) How many of these complaints
have been found to be Justified In
each of the years by the committee
and what action has been taken?

(3) What staff, part time or full time,
Is employed by the committee?

(4) Who are the members of the com-
mittee; what "interests" do they
represent; what remuneration do
they receive; and on what oc-
casions did the committee meet In
1974?

Mr O'NE3L replied:
As the reply is in tabular formn, I
ask that it be tabled.

The answer was tabled (see paper No.
108).

48. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION

Commonwealth Allocations
Mr A. fl. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) What share does Western Aus-

tralia receive from the Australian
Government's 1974-75 allocation
for the following Purposes (total
amount stated in brackets)-
(a) assistance to the States for

nature conservation purposes
($ 000 000) ;

(b) national air monitoring pro-
gramme ($250 000);

(c) nature conservation studies
($381 000);

(d) assistance to the States for
water quality assessment
(0332 265);

(e) assistance to the States for
soil conservation ($500 000);

(f) public environmental aware-
ness programme ($100000)?

(2) To what specific uses will the
amounts made available In each
category be put?

Mr
(1)

STEPHENS replied:
and (2) (a) Until some formal

discussions currently taking
place are completed, I can
give no definite answer. How-
ever, I undertake to advise
the member of the details
when discussions are finalised.

(b) Nil-These funds are being
allocated for setting up a
national programme in the
first place.

(c) $9 800-To Fisheries and
WildWife for habitat search for
two types of small marsupial,
the Broad Faced Potorco and
Oilberts Potorco.
$5 000-To the W.A. Museum
for survey of biological re-
sources of Ashmore and Car-
tier Islands.

(d) (1) 'Under the State Grants
(Water Resources Assess-
ment) Act 1974 the Com-
monwealth Government
Increased Its maximum
subsidy for water re-
sources assessment In
W.A. from $1 587 550 to
$1 666 550 but this Act
does not lay down any
specific amounts for
water quality assessment.
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(iI) These funds are used to
assist the State Govern-
ment in its programme of
measurement and assess-
ment of surface and
underground water re-
sources of Western Aas-
tralla.

(e) $40 000-Discussions between
State and Commonwealth
Government officers are cur-
rently in progress to set up
guidelines for the integrated
study programme.

(f) Nil-Funds are to be used by
the Commonwealth for a
National survey of public
attitudes to environmental
protection.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. M EN ALTSED OUTCROPS
Paterson Range: Discoverer

Ifr MENSAROS (Minister for Mines):
Mr Speaker, I ask permission to
correct an answer I gave on
Thursday, the 20th March, to the
member for Kalgoorie. In answer-
ing part (4) of question 4 an
Incorrect reference was made to
the Paterson Range prospect when
In actual fact I should have re-
ferred to the Parallel Range pros-
pect.

2. LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Jurisdiction: Operations Extension

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has he seen the article on page 5

of The Countryman, issue of the
20th March, 1975, in which the
president of the meat section of
the Farmers' Union states--

However, our request for
gazettal of Part IV of the Act
(that is, the W.A. Marketing of
Lamb Act) still stands. We have
in no way changed our view
that the Board should be al-
lowed to buy and sell sheep
meats as well as lamb on a vol-
untary basis as provided for in
the Act ... ?

(2) In view of this statement, which
is reiterated in the Farmers'
Weekly of the 20th March, does
he consider that the wishes of the
Farmers' Union have been met by
the Lamb Marketing Board being
allowed to trade in summer lamb
only while part IV of the Market-
ing of Lamb Act remains un-
gazetted, and will he further con-
sider the request of the Farmers'
Union?

Mr McPHARLfIN replied:
I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of this question.
The answer is as follows-
(1) Yes.
(2) Not in the precise terms of

Mvr Gardiner's statement.
However, the Lamb Marketing
Board will be able to sell
summer lamb as Young sheep
If this will improve returns
to producers and, through
liaison, other exporters will be
able to supply meat other than
lamb for any contract requir-
Ing meat from older sheep.
This will achieve the same
result.
As previously stated, the mat-
ter will be kept under review.

3. PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Fees, and Bus Transport

Ur TI. D. EVANS, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education:

Further to parts (2) to (4) of
question 43 asked by me today, I
ask the Minister representing the
Minister for Education to draw
the attention of the Minister in
another place to the fact that he
failed to give a clear answer. I
ask the Minister for Education to
consider answering these questions
tomorrow.

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
I will be quite happy to draw the
attention of the Minister for Edu-
cation to the remarks which have
been made by the member for
Kalgoorlie.

4. JUMBO STEELWORKS
Siting

Mr A. i. TONI, to the Premier:
Has the Government reached
agreement as to the siting of the
jumbo steelworks at Cockburn
Sound or anywhere else, and is
this the reason for the extreme
haste being shown with respect to
the reclamation of the Canning
River to extend the Swinana
Free way?

Mr O'Connor: Your party had this in
hand when you were in Govern-
ment.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
A decision in respect of the siting
of the jumbo steelworks has not
been requested, and It is certainly
not under consideration at this
juncture, as has been announced
on a number of occasions. When
the study is at the appropriate
starp, the views and recom-
mendations of the study group
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will be placed before the Govern-
ment for decision. So at this
juncture no decision has to be
made, and no decision has been
made. In view of that, the answer
to the second part of the question
Is that the action taken by the
Government today In tabling
papers regarding the Kwlnana
Freeway has nothing whatever to
do with the decision on the siting
of the jumbo steelworks at this
stage.

5. LAME MARKETING BOARD
Jurisdiction: Threat to Coalition

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Deputy Prem-
ier:

Mr
Sir

Will the Deputy Premier concede
that the pressures on him to with-
draw from the coalition over the
issue of the extension of the Lamb
Marketing Board's authority were
quite significant?
O'Connor: Is that a question?
Charles Court: Funny!

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
The member for Balga usually in-
dulges in some imaginary proced-
ures In this H-ouse.

Mr 3. T. Tonkin: There was a pretty
good basis for his question.

Mr McPHARLIN: Here again we see
an example of his imagination. I
do not see the need to answer the
question in any other way.

6. LAMBE MARIKETING BOARD
Jurisdiction: Threat to Coalition

Mr BRYCE, to the Deputy Premier:
I ask a question relating to the
same subject. I have here a trans-
cript of an ABC news report of
the 24th March. I would like to
preface my question with one
very brief sentence from this re-
port.

Mr O'Neil: That is enough.

Mr BRYCE: The report reads--
An ABC report says that Mr
McPharlln told the Stirling
District Council that he had
considered pulling the Party out
of the Coalition. Tonight Mr
MoPharlin agreed he had said
this.

I would like the Deputy Premier
to confirm for the record of this
Rouse, in the interests of stable
government, whether or not he
stated to the district council of his
party that he was thinking seri-
ously of pulling his party out of
the coalition?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
The reference is, of course, to a
Country Party meeting which I
attended. In answers to questions
at a party meeting one refers to
matters which are not discussed
in a public place. All parties do
this.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Keep it secret!
Mr MePHARLIN: One does not make

public what is discussed within
the ranks of one's own party.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Representatives of
the Press are at our meetings.

Sir Charles Court: Caucus meetings?
Mr MoPHARLIN: I might mention

that a great number of questions
are asked at meetings. One is pres-
sured and asked. "Did you or did
you not?" or "Would you or would
you not give consideration to
this?" Naturally, one endeavours
to answer in a manner that satis-
fies the questioner.

Mr Jamieson: Four seasons, if we ever
heard it!

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr MoPHARLIN: The answer I gave

satisfied the questioner. I do not
have to satisfy the Opposition.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You have done.
Mr Davies: A man for all seasons!
Mr McPHARLIN: If the question was

asked in the direction indicated by
the member for Ascot, my
answer to a question of this sort
at a party meeting, as I said be-
fore-

Mr Davies: I think the Premier wants
you to sit down.

Mr MePHARLIN: -may be some-
what different from the way it
would be answered in a public
place. That is the situation.

The SPEAKER: I will take one more
question.

7. LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Jurisdiction: Threat to Coalition

Mr EARNETT, to the Deputy Premier:
Will the Deputy Premier concede
that the issue of the extension of
the authority of the Lamb Market-
ing Board was one in which he
was in direct conflict with his
coalition partner?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
There has been a great deal of
publicity about the matter raised
by the honourable member. on
some points there was variance
of opinion, but not always com-
plete disagreement. We did dis-
cuss the issues raised In some
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detail. Alter lengthy discussion
certain matters were agreed upon
and these went a long way to-
wards resolving the Issue. That Is
the situation as it exists.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Acceptance

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Mr Speaker,-
The SPEAKER: Is this a question?

Mir A. R. TONKIN: Yes.
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-

ber for Morley resume his seat. I have
said that I would take only one more
question without notice, and that has been
taken. I call on notices of motion.

CANNING RIVER RECLAMATION
Standing Orders Suspension

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [5.15 P.m.]: I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
a resolution to approve the reclama-
tion of two small areas of the Calnning
River for the purpose of extending the
Kwinana Freeway, standing in the
name of the Minister for Transport, to
be entered upon and dealt with before
the Address-rn-Reply is adopted.

Point of Order

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, I am
aware of the fact that there Is a precedent
for suspending Standing orders, even
though no specific Standing Order exists.
The purpose of this motion is to endeavour
to have a discussion upon a matter that Is
not urgent: therefore there is no justifica-
tion for interrupting the debate on the
Address-in-Reply for this purpose. I ask
you, Sir, if In these circumstances the
motion is in order.

Speaker's Ruling

The SPEAKER: I have discussed this
matter with my advisers, although not as
closely as perhaps It could have been dis-
cussed. However, I am advised that there
is no bar to the Introduction of a motion
to set aside so much of the Standing Orders
as Is necessary for this purpose. I under-
stand there is an urgency about the mat-
ter which necessitates interrupting the
Address-in-Reply debate. Therefore, I rule
the motion in order.

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Although I very much
regret having to do so, Sir, the matter is
of such Importance that I am obliged to
move-

That your ruling be disagreed with.
My purpose in so moving. Sir, is to In-
dicate that in our view this is a manoeuvre

on the part of the Government to outwit
the critics of a scheme which has come
under very severe criticism-

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr J. T'. TONKIN: -and in connection

with which there has been the utmost
secrecy all along the line.

Point of Order

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, the
Leader of the Opposition is debating the
motion on the notice paper. In point of
fact, I understood that he moved to dis-
agree with your ruling.

The SPEAKER: That Is so.
Sir CHARLES COURT: If he is moving

to disagree with your ruling, he should
confine himself to the question of Stand-
ing Orders. The matters he is raising by
way of debating the dissent from your rul-
ing are in fact matters which will be dealt
with when the motion itself is dealt with
and satisfactorily answered at that time.

The SPEAKER: The point of order
raised has merit. The Leader of the Op-
position must realise that any reference he
makes to the subject matter of one scheme
as against another scheme will not be en-
tertained by myself as Speaker. Passing
reference may be made relating to the
urgency or non-urgency of the matter.
However. I ask the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to explain to the Chamber how it
is that my ruling is wrong and to en-
deavour to persuade members to agree with
him; and not to have regard for the
merits of one scheme or another.

Debate (on dissent from Speaker's ruling)
Resumed

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Thank you. Sir. I
can assure the Premier that what he does
not hear now he will hear later on, so he
can please himself about that.

Sir Charles Court: That is all right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, the

reason we give for disagreeing with your
ruling is that in our opinion the motion
to suspend Standing Orders is a blatant
misuse of the Government's numbers to
take a course of action which ordinarily
would not be taken by any self-respecting
Government. It is perfectly obvious that
the activating force in connection with
this matter is a desire to get on with the
work quickly and avoid the criticism which
may take place.

However, that Is no justification for set-
ting aside the Standing Orders. The Stand-
ing Orders are the rules which govern the
debates which take place in this House,
and when it is necessary to move for a
suspension of those Standing Orders, in-
variably it is for the purpose of expedit-
ing the business of the House. It was never
Intended, Sir, that any Government should
use its numbers in the House to set aside
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the rules of the game for Its own particular
benefit in regard to some procedure It
wishes to follow in order to achieve a
certain objective.

I say-and my case rests on this deliber-
ately-that this motion is out of order be-
cause it is a misuse of the function of the
House to set aside the rules governing
debate for the purpose for which the Gov-
ernment wants to do it. We are so strongly
opposed to this that we want to use every
opportunity available to us to point out
to the public at large the depths to which
the Government will stoop in order to
achieve any ends it sets out to achieve,
irrespective of the propriety of the situa-
tion or the justification f or it.

We have the strongest possible objection
to a misuse of the power of the Govern-
ment in this way-to set aside the discus-
sion which ordinarily takes place on the
Address-in-Reply, not for a purpose of
urgency, but for no other purpose than to
satisfy the desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to get this matter before Parlia-
ment and to get rid of it as quickly as
possible before the growing voice of public
opinion forces it to take steps in the op-
posite direction.

The SPEAKER: I feel that I, as Speaker,
should make further comment and elabor-
ate upon what I have already said. It seems
that Hansard records a number of in-
stances when such leave as is sought at
present has been sought previously, and
men of high standing In this Parliament
at the present time have supported such
moves.

I refer to one motion moved in this
House by Mr Oldfield on the 21st July,
1959. That motion concerned the Fremantle
railway bridge, and exactly the same kind
of motion to suspend Standing Orders as
has been moved by the Premier today was
moved then by Mr Qldnleld. I note that
on page 306 of Mansard for that year the
member for Melville (Mr Tonkln)-now
the Leader of the Opposition-supported
the motion moved by Mr Oldfleld.

I refer also to page 21 of Hansard on
the 9th July, 1957. The Premier of the day
(the Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke) moved without
notice a motion similar to that moved by
the Premier today. On that occasion the
matter concerned railway suspensions.

I only Instance those examples in order
that the House might be a little more
aware that there is traditional support for
my ruling as Speaker today.

Mr A. R. TONI: I can understand
that the point made by you. Mr Speaker,
with respect to the present Leader of the
opposition might be made by a member
of the Government as a debating point;
but I consider it to be Improper for some-
one In the Chair to make what is essenti-
ally a political-

The SPARR: Order! Wml the mem-
ber for Morley resume his seat. The mem-
ber must not reflect on the conduct of the
Speaker or what he has to say. It is com-
pletely within the realms of the Speaker's
position for him to amplify any remarks
made in the course of a debate of this kind.
The member for Morley.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: As I recall, Sir, a
motion was moved against a ruling I made
whilst I was Acting Speaker, and I was
attacked quite considerably-

The SPEAKER: Order! ilm the mem-
ber resume his seat. If the member for
Morley Persists with his attitude of re-
flecting on my conduct I Will have to take
action. I have given him the Call; if he
wishes to speak to the motion before the
House he is quite at liberty to do so. Does
the member for Morley still wish to speak?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, I would
like to ask how I am to move to
disagree with your ruling without
being able to criticise Your statements
made from the Chair. This places me in a
very difcult position.

The SPEAKER: We have a motion before
the Chair at Present.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Yes, Sir. and I believe
I should be permitted to indicate why I
am in disagreement with your ruling. if I
am going to be muzzled In this way by not
being able to make points--

The SPEAKER: Order! It Is within the
prerogative of the member for Morley to
move a substantive motion that my con-
duct be disapproved of, or words to that
effect. If he wishes to speak in that vein,
he may do so. However, that may be done
only by notice.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: To get away from
the point I have already made, Mr Speaker,
You referred to Precedents. I do not believe
this House should follow Precedents which
are not necessarily correct. At times Pre-
cedents are quoted which are not neces-
sarily very good Precedents.

Mr Ridge: Especially when the boot is
on the other foot.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I believe Standing
Order 36 is of great importance. You, Sir,
referred earlier to advice given to you by
your advisers, but I believe that in this
case you were badly advised and that the
only people who could give You advice on
such an important matter are constitu-
tional authorities; because this touches on
the very basis of the Governor's pre-
rogative. Standing Order 36 deals with the
Address-fIn-Reply and states that it may
not be interrupted by motions or by Hills
being carried forward beyond a certain
stage. I believe that is because in the Con-
stitution at present the Governor's posi-
tion-although we may not all agree with
it-is basic and fundamental, and there is
no position in this State which has pre-
cedence over the Governor's position.
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Therefore we have this Standing Order
included for the deliberate purpose of en-
suring that proper respect is given to the
Governor by seeing to it that the Ad-
dress-in-Reply is adopted before other
matters are dealt with.

I believe, Sir, it is your duty to uphold
the usages of this House, and it is your
duty, as far as you are able, to uphold
the Constitution of this State. Therefore,
I regard it as a very grave matter if we
depart from this practice, which is well
established not only in this Parliament,
but in every Parliament of Australia and
in every Parliament using the Westminster
system, simply because the Government
wishes to push something through quickly.
If we do that we are doing more than
getting away from parliamentary Stand-
ing orders and parliamentary usages-
we are dealing wi'h a grave constitutional
procedure which relates to the Royal
prerogative.

As you would be aware, Sir, that is a
most complex area; and perhaps there is
no-one in this State competent to rule
with certainty upon such a matter. But
certainly I believe that if I were in your
shoes--which I am not, and that is for-
tunate for others as well as myself-I
would be constrained at this point to seek
advice from the highest authority on what
is really a departure from a practice as-
sociated with the Royal prerogative.

I know that you, Sir, and gentlemen
of learning and distinction will be aware
of how gravely such a departure can be
viewed not just within this House, but also
within the widest society throughout the
world. it is well known that rulings of
Speakers are quoted throughout the world
by various learned journals. I, for one, am
very jealous of the kind of reputation
enjoyed by the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia and therefore we should be most
concerned that we are today setting a pre-
cedent which will be quoted throughout
the length and breadth of the world, and
at the very best it is one which seems to
strike at the Royal prerogative. That is
something we should consider very seri-
ously and that is why I support this mo-
tion to dissent from your ruling.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am sorry the
Leader of the Opposition has taken the
action he has to disagree with your ruling.
Sir, because he is far too experienced a
politician and member of this House to
believe that he is really on sound ground.
The member for Morley is on even less
firn ground. He wants us to accept
that, so far as this Chamber is concerned,
we should interpret Standing order 36
literally and leave it at that. if
we accepted his premise, we could not,
for instance, during the normal session
we used to have starting in July or
August move for the suspension of Stand-
ing Orders in order to deal with all stages
of the Supply Bill. Just Imagine what
a ludicrous situation the Parliament of

the State would have been in If such a
provision had not been within Its pro-
cedures and practices to enable it to be
master of its own Proceedings.

There is nothing new or navel in what
is intended to be moved this evening and
to which exception has been taken by the
Leader of the Opposition and other mem-
bers of the Opposition. Before the Gov-
ernment decided to give notice of this
motion a great deal of research was done
on It and it was determined that there
was good reason for it. I do not want
to transgress in going into the real rea-
sons it is important, in the Public in-
terest, that Standing Orders be suspended
to allow a certain motion to be Introduced,
but suffice to say that when information
is given to the House more responsible
members of the Opposition will see that
the Government Is ready to do the public
a service and the members of the Opposi-
tion a service which they are now trying
to deny themselves.

However I would be transgressing if I
went into the detail of this, but I want
an opportunity, at the appropriate time,
to explain to the House that there is
good reason, In the public interest, that
Standing Orders be suspended and, at that
time, I will explain the circumstances and
the method that will be employed once
the Standing orders are suspended so
that the Public Interest will be safe-
guarded and, in fact, will be enhanced
by the action proposed by the Govern-
ment. However, as I say, It is not for me
to canvass that, but I do submit that
if your ruling is disagreed with, Mr
Speaker, this House would be in an in-
tolerable situation because it would lose
control of its capacity to direct its
own proceedings and therefore I oppose
the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr JAMIESON: I support the motion
because I believe there have been occa-
sions previously when a similar motion
has been moved, and I also believe in
something the Premier has said; namely,
that the House must be master of its own
destiny. However, on those occasions
when such motions were moved and ac-
cepted by the presiding officers of the
day, it is noticeable that they were moved
In entirely different circumstances. You,
Mr Speaker, quoted some examples. One
of those, of course, was virtually a motion
of no confidence in the Government and
was moved during the course of the
Address-in-Reply debate which normally
would have been an amendment to the
Address-in-Reply, and It would be un-
thinkable that a Government would allow
a motion of no confidence to remain on
the notice paper of the House for some
weeks during the course of the debate
on the Address-In-Reply. The circum-
stances on that occasion were most un-
usual and normally we would not counten-
ance them. Therefore I would not
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blame any Government taking action to
clear such a motion from the notice paper.

The other instance, as you are well
aware, Sir, was in regard to a decision of
this House. A determination by the Gov-
ernment had been made and announced
on the previous Friday and in view of the
fact that the determination was contrary
to the decision of the House, which had
been made on a very mixed vote, it ap-
peared to be quite a different situation.

We are Dot arguing the fact that at
times the Standing orders must be able
to be varied for the purpose of a sus-
pension under certain circumstances, but
we are arguing that if this move were
not made by the Government until the
conclusion of the debate on the Address-
in-Reply no damage would be done. In
this instance there is no urgency. The
planning and all the other works that
go with the scheme have already been
dealt with, but your ruling has been made
on the basis that there Is a degree of
urgency and that therefore this justifies
the move to suspend Standing Orders.
We are arguing that there Is not that
degree of urgency and therefore we are
not entitled to agree to the motion to
suspend Standing Orders, and that is the
reason you have been asked to rule the
motion out of order.

You have decided to object to that line
of action and my leader has seen fit to
move to disagree with your ruling. If you
reconsider the two cases you cited they
will Indicate to you that they are not
in any way whatsuver parallel with this
case. They just happened to be moved for
specific purposes to set aside the debate
on the Address-in-Reply but, as the mem-
ber for Morley pointed out, such emergency
circumstances da not necessarily create a
precedent that can be applied to another
situation, because such special circum-
stances have to be dealt with as they arise.

On this occasion we submit to You It
would be wrong for you to Insist on your
ruling that the motion is in order because
the circumstances justify It.

Mr DAVIES: I rise merely to point out
that the existing situation, as compared
with the situation to which you, Sir, have
drawn attention, is somewhat different
Inasmuch as the Standing Orders have
been changed since that time.

When I entered this Howse we operated
under certain Standing Orders which ap-
plied to the Address-in-Reply debate but
those provisions were changed quite con-
siderably in 1968. 1 am sure you, Mr Speak-
er, will recall that the House appointed a
committee to revise the Standing Orders
at that time. What the Premier has said
is perfectly true; that is, we must maintain
control of our destiny In regard to the con-
duct of the House; but it must also be
borne in mind that in dealing with the
Supply Bill a motion for the suspension of
Standing Orders is quite different from

any other motion which might be before
this House, because the passing of the
Supply Bill gives the Government per-
mission to carry on.

On page 44 of the 1962 publication of the
Standing Orders of this House, Standing
Orders 33 to 36 read as follows--

33. The Speaker shall then report
that the House had that day attended
the Governor, and that His Excellency
had been pleased to make a Speech to
both Houses of Parliament. of which
Speech the Speaker had, for greater
accuracy, caused copies to be distrib-
uted.

34. The Speech having been re-
ported, a motion shall be made for an
Address to be presented to the Govern-
or In reply.

35. Such Address having been ad-
opted by the House, with or without
amendments, shall be presented to the
Governor by the Speaker, accompanied
by the Mover and Seconder and such
Members of the House as shall think
fit to attend, at such time as the Gov-
ernor shall Inform the Speaker It will
be His Excellency's pleasure to receive
the House.

36. No business beyond what is of
a formal character shall be entered
upon before the Address In reply to
the Governor's Opening Speech has
been adopted.

As far as 31 can see, rules 33, 34 and 35
have not changed, At that time--that Is.
in 1962-Standing Order 36 read as fol-
lows-

36. No business beyond what is of
a formal character shall be entered
upon before the Address In reply to
the Governor's Opening Speech has
been adopted.

In 1968 Standing Order 38, under which
we now operate, was amended to read-

36. Bills may be introduced and
taken to the stage that the Motion
"That the Bill be now read a second
time" has been moved before the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to the Governor's
Speech has been adopted, but no other
business beyond that which is of a
formal character shall be entered
upon. Provided, however, that the in-
troduction of Bills under this Stand-
ing Order shall not prevent any dis-
cussion on the subject matter of any
such Bill during the Address-in-Reply
debate.

You will recall, Sir, that before this Stand-
Ing Order came into being there was al-
ways a rush, at the end of the Address-
in-Reply debate, to get onto the notice
paper, and so put them before the House,
several BIS so that the House Could con-
tinue to operate. I understand that at
times there was often a delay of a day
or two, because of the necessary proced-
ures which bad to be adopted In order
to get measures before the Rouse. By,
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amending the rules In 1968 this Chamber
laid down specific conditions under which
motions or other matters could be intro-
duced into the House, and it was laid
down that Bills could be introduced and
taken to the second reading stage and no
further.

Circumstances were quite different, when
those previous rulings were made, from the
circumstances that exist at present. The!
very Standing Order we are now debating
has been chaniged and there is no preced-
ent on which you can set your ruling.
Therefore I would support the motion by
the Leader of the opposition that your
ruling be disagreed with.

Mr BERTRAM: I would like to say that
the House Is clearly Indebted not only to
the member for Victoria Park but also
to other members on the opposition side
of the Chamber for the various points they,
have raised. I think the member for Vic-
toria Park was very wise, and it was most
appropriate that he should have read
Standing Order 36, because it is now in
Hansard, and for the benefit of those
who are interested in acquainting them-
selves with the facts of the case they can
now read Standing Order 36 which ,among other things, contains the follow-
ing-

Bills may be introduced and taken
to the stage that the Motion "That
the Bill be now read a second time"
has been moved before the Address-
in-Reply to the Governor's Speech has
been adopted-

The Standing Order then continues-
-but no other business beyond that

which Is of a formal character shall
be entered upon.

The member for Victoria Park also made
the point that this Standing Order came
Into existence in 1968--or round about
that time-and the circumstances upon
which you seek to base your ruling, Sir,
were circumstances which applied prior to
1968, and therefore are barely relevant.
In any event it does not matter whether a
certain ruling was made prior to 1968;
the question is what the ruling at that
time should have been.

I submit to you, Mr Speaker, that the
rulings to which you referred were in-
correct. in the clearest terms this Stand-
Ing Order states what the rules of the
game shall be. and it is most important
that the rules of the game In this place
be observed just as the rules of the game
on the sporting field and in other places
have to be observed.

Only a few nights ago I took up some
time on the Address-in-Reply debate
pointing out some facts-in fact I could
have given many more instances--and
citing some cases where the Liberal Party
and its coalition p amer-the National
Alliance-have been tearing up the rules
and doing all sorts of things of late. Here

we have another demonstration of un-
preparedness to abide by the rules of the
game-the rules of the game one does not
have to be very learned to comprehend.
Standing Order 36 comprises about 11 or
12 lines only and Its provisions are per-
fectly clear. It does not give the Govern-
ment or the Premier the right to hold out
some sort of carrot by promising, "If you
will just wait for a while we will tell you
all something about the scheme in the
future", because promises should always
be viewed with a certain amount of reser-
vation.

If the Premier has a case upon which
to base this rather odd manoeuvre he is
trying to force upon the House, I suggest
that now is the time to submit it, instead
of dangling in front of us a carrot which
might never eventuate.

Sir Charles Court: You cannot do that
on this motion.

Mr O'Neil: The dangling occurs every
year.

Mr B3ERTRAM: I ask you, Mr Speaker,
not to be persuaded by rulings of the past
which, clearly, can be seen to be incorrect.
Surely we are not here to follow blindly,
and merely because a ruling was given in
1856, which happened to be wrong, we
1856, which happened to be wrong, we do
not therefore have to abide by It. Surely
we have progressed beyond that stage.

I urge members to have a good look at
this particular case and not be enslaved
by prior rulings which were incorrect and,
incidentally, which took place prior to the
writing of this particular Standing Order.
For the reasons given, I support the move
by the Leader of the Opposition which has
been very well supported by other mem-
bers on the Opposition side.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The setting aside of
Standing Orders or the breaching of rules
by which this House is governed should
never be taken lightly, and this is one of
the occasions when the full implications
should be viewed extremely closely, and
scrutinised by both sides of the House, not
only the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: The next time a mo-
tion is before the House to suspend Stand-
ing Orders to enable a Supply Bill to be
dealt with when the Address-in-Reply is
before us, will you oppose it?3

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will come to the
point the Premier is making. He is trying to
bring in an across-the-board decision on a6
matter which must have regard for certain
circumstances, as we will see in Erskine
May's Parliamentary Practice.

There would appear to be some conflict
between Standing Orders 36 and 408. for
the first one defines specifically the level
to which a Bill or motion may be intro-
duced from which time it cannot be pro-
ceeded with until the Address-in -Reply Is
concluded. Standing Order 410 sets out
that there can be a suspension if war-
ranted, and this, of course, Is the point the
Premier makes about the Supply Bill.

349
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The following can be found on page 268
of the 18th edition of Erskine May's Par-
liamentary Practice-

The transaction of public business is
carried on whilst the proceedings on
the address are in progress, bills being
introduced, committees appointed, and
statutory instruments considered.

That refers to Bills introduced in very
much the same way we operate under our
parliamentary rules and regulations. How-
ever, a further qualification Is made as
follows--

In session 1884, debate on the ad-
dress was postponed from day to day,
whilst a motion of censure on the Gov-
ernment, regarding events in the
Sudan, was under consideration-

This is the point my deputy leader made;
that is, that the previous precedent re-
ferred to was the occasion of a censure
motion, and this was something which
should not have been allowed to hang over
the head of the then Government. So it
was that in 1884 the Address-in-Reply
was suspended while a motion of censure
on events in the Sudan was under consi-
deration. May continues-

-and in session 1922 and 1924-25 for
the consideration of bills presented by
the Government and certain financial
resolutions.

This is the point to which the Premier
refers; that is, there should be provision
to permit the introduction of Supply Bills
and to allow a Chamber to consider mat-
ters of import such as financial ite~ms
which concern the entire State.

So these two rules of qualification have
already been established and are in ex-
istence in the rules of our own Chamber.
But by way of contradistinction it is then
seen that the purpose of this particular
motion is not to censure the Government;
it is not dealing with an important finan-
cial consideration. It deals with a matter
which the Government Itself wishes to in-
troduce for expediency alone-to have
done with a matter which could be of
considerable embarrassment to it.

To compare this motion with the prece-
dents and intentions that have been in-
dicated already-and the same principle
has been applied in Erskine May-is rid-
iculous. Therefore, we in the Opposition
simply cannot accept the ruling which has
been given.

Motion put and a. division taken with
the following result-

Ayes-19
Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evens
Mr T. D. Evans
Mr. Fletcher

Mr Harman
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr may
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr. J. T. Tonkin
Mtr Jsmltesan

(TelIOT

Mr Elaikie
Sir David Brand
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Orayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr La4urance

Ayes
Mr Hfartrey
Mr MoUsy
Mr T. J. Burke

Non-as
Mr MePharhn
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O1eil
Mr Ridge
Mr Ruabton
Mr Sibeon
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr watt
Mr Young

Fairs
Noes

Mr Thompson
Mr Mensaros
Mr Shaldera

(Telierj)

M-otion thus negatived,

Debate (on motion) Resumed
Sir CHARLES COURT: To refresh the

memories of members, I will read the
motion again. It is as follows--

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable a resolution to approve the
reclamation of two small areas of the
Canning River for the purpose of ex-
tending the Ewinana Freeway, stand-
ing in the name of the Minister for
Transport, to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-
Reply is adopted.

I hope that when I have explained the
reasons for the motion, members opposite
will realise that the Government's inten-
tions, when it gave not-ice of the motion
and when it Is now being moved, were In
the interests of the public.

Thlis motion is necessary in order to co-
ordinate the three parliamentary actions
required for the extension of the Kwinana
Freeway and to provide Parliament with
the opportunity to have a full-scale debate
on the whole proposal.

One of the important actions necessary
before this project can be commenced is
the tabling in Parliament of the recom-
mendation of the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority to amend the metro-
politan region town planning scheme to
provide for the freeway to be extended
along the Mt. Henry alignment. The pro-
cedural requirements are that the amended
scheme has to be laid before each House
for 12 sitting days before it can come
into effect. No-one is attempting to Inter-
fere with that at all.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You do not need to
suspend Standing Orders for that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just a moment.
If the honourable member would listen
he would hear that we are acting in the
public interest.

The member for Rockingham can guf-
faw If he wants to, but If he Is genuinely
interested he will listen. As this require-
ment will take up most of the term of this
session, and there is an urgent need to
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finalise the procedures in order that an
early start can be made on this project,
it is necessary for the tabling of tis
amendment early in the session, and the
documents have now been tabled.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: Pair enough.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The other two

important actions for which parliamentary
approval is required before a start can be
made with the freeway project are for the
passing of a resolution to permit the re-
clamation of a relatively small area of the
Canning River and the passing of a Bill
to excise about one-half of a hectare from
the Class "A" reserve at Mt. Henry.

There is now a pressing need for a high
capacity traffic link between Canning
Bridge and Leach Highway to avoid seri-
ous traffic delay. If no action is taken
to improve north-south traffic capacity,
and bearing in mind that it will take about
five years before this section of the free-
way can be constructed and opened to
traffic, an intolerable situation will de-
velop for people living in the fast-growing
southern suburbs.

Therefore, it is important to place the
proposals before Parliament as soon as
possible and, because of the different re-
quirements of the three actions, the Gov-
ernment considers it is desirable to have
a full-scale debate on the whole proposal.
The Minister for Transport will initiate
the debate by moving the motion for the
reclamation of a relatively small area from
the Canning River. As will be indicated
by the Minister In his speech, the free-
way proposal has been widely explained,
publicised, and debated before reaching
the stage of presentation to Parliament.

If I might explain a little further, the
reason this suspension of Standing Orders
is necessary is to enable the Parliament
to debate the whole question without
having to wait unti~l all of the 12 sitting
days have elapsed, which for all practical
purposes will be a minimum of five weeks.
If the Opposition wants the House to be
gagged for that period, it should say so.

Mr May: It would be nothing unusual.
Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: That is not the case

at all.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The simple fact

is that we wanted Parliament, which in-
cludes the Opposition, to have an oppor-
tunity to debate the whole question, and
what better way to initiate such a debate
than by the suspension of Standing
Orders so the Minister for Transport can
introduce the motion standing in his
name which motion. I submit, will be the
crucial part of the whole debate?

I want to assure members opposite that
there will be no haste. The Minister for
Local Government, and Ulrban Develop-
ment and Town Planning, has seen the
Speaker and, I understand, has arranged
for the experts involved to be at this
place at 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday, the 9th

April, when they will be available to ex
plain the whole of the proposal in great
detail. Those men are very competent and
experienced in these matters and they
seek to do nothing but make sure the
House is properly informed.

The motion which I proposed be moved
by the Minister for Transport tomorrow
will not be debated until at least after
the 9th April, by which time members
will have had the benefit of studying all
the information which is available in the
House already, and the explanations
which will have been given by the ex-
perts.

Mr May: Will the Premier indicate that
we will have the opportunity to get
answers to questions by that time? After
all, we will have only today and tomorrow.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am trying to
explain to members of the Opposition and
to the Parliament, generally, that the
Minister will move his motion tomorrow
in order to get the matter launched. He
will give the explanations relating to the
reclamation, and the alternatives, so that
members will have that information
available to them before they attend the
briefing-if they decide to do so, and I
can hardly imagine their wanting to boy-
cott It. They will have had the benefit
of the Minister's explanation and the in -
formation contained in the papers on the
Table of the House.

I have said the debate on the Minis-
ter's motion, when it is adjourned to-
morrow, will not proceed until after the
9th April. in fact, it might not proceed
in that week, because there Is no great
hurry; let me emphasise that. However,
it is important that we initiate this ac-
tion so as to have the matter cleared up in
this part of the 1975 session. Any reason-
able member would think that is fair.
The documents which have been tabled
today will lie on the Table of the House
for 12 sitting days, and I submit more
than five weeks must elapse before that
time has run out because we have three
sitting days in a week and we will not
be sitting for one week because of the
Easter recess. it will therefore be a mini-
mum of five weeks.

I put to members of the Opposition an-
other viewpoint which I am afraid they
have overlooked. If the Government did
not move to suspend Standing Orders to
allow the Minister's motion to be debated
before the Address-In-Reply debate Is
completed, the best the Opposition could
do would be to move a motion of disallow-
ance in one form or another in accord-
ance with the Standing Orders and the
Statute governing the papers which have
been tabled today. There the matter would
rest until the Address-in-Reply debate
was out of the way and there would be no
circumstance under which members could
debate the matter except by making refer-
ence to It during the course of their Ad-
dress-in-Reply speeches. That would not
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give any great satisfaction because it
would be so fragmented and disintegrated
that it would not have any meaning.

if members opposite will consider it for
a moment, they will find the Government's
proposition Is reasonable. There is no in-
tention to gag anybody or to deal with the
matter with undue haste, because there
is a governing factor in the Statute which
no-one has sought to suspend; that is, the
12 sitting days during which the docu-
ments must lie on the Table of the House.
The documents were tabled today.

If we did not initiate this move the Op-
position would be in no position to debate
the matter where it should be debated:
that Is, in this House so that all the people
who are interested can hear the viewpoints
of various members of the Government
and the Opposition. By arrangement with
the Opposition, the motion can be brought
on so that a full-scale debate can be con-
ducted. I think members opposite would
look extremely foolish if they opposed this
motion.

Mr Skidmore: Do not speak for me. T will
make up my mind whether or not I am
foolish.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am just re-
minding members opposite that they would
be failing some of the people they profess
to represent in respect of their objections
to--he freeway extension if they did not
facilitate the debate of the matter in this
House.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You could have had a
debate without suspending Standing- Ord-
ers. It could still be debated.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I never cease to
be amazed at some people. The honourable
member knows enough about Standing
Orders to know that apart from mention-
ing the matter in their Individual speeches
on the Address-in-Reply there would be
no cause or occasion for members to de-
bate it unless the Government took ac-
tion such as it is taking tonight. members
of the Opposition get all steamed up and
say, "We are going to stall and delay this."
People will realise that what the Opposi-
tion is doing in fact Is denying public dis-
cussion in the Parlaiment on this very
crucial matter.

No-one has suggested there would be any
curtailment of the 12 sitting days-not 12
calendar days, but 12 sitting days. This
matter will be before Pariament for a
long time, but rather than Just let it rest
and have a lot of uninformed argument
and statements-such as that of the mem-
ber for Perth about "cloak and dagger
stuff'" which was reported in the Press last
Fiday, and he obviously did not under-
stand the Standing Orders--I want the
public to know we are trying to flush the
matter into the open so that it can be de-
bated here.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Is that why you had a
secret inquiry?

Sir CHLARLES COURT: It is for that
reason that I moved this motion. We did
not have a secret inquiry. The inquiry was
held in accordance with the Statute.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You told this Parlia-
ment there would be an open Inquiry.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member is diving off at a tangent and
grasping any straw in his desperation. He
is in a spot and has let down some of the
people to whom he has made such great
promises. I submit what the Government
seeks to do is facilitate public debate of
the matter In the proper fashion, in an
orderly way, and without great haste.

When the motion is moved by the Min-
ister tomorrow, it will be adjourned until
after the 9th April, by which time mem-
bers will have had the whole of the Easter
recess in which to consider the papers on
the Table of the House. and they will have
had the benefit of an explanation by ex-
perts and the opportunity to cross-exam-
ine those people from 2.00 p.m. to 4.30
P.m. on Wednesday, the 9th April.

Adjournment of Debate
MR J1. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of

the Opposition) (6.08 p.m.]: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion (adjournment of debate) put and
a division taken with the following re-
suit-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryco
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans,
Mr T. D. Evans
Mr fletcher

Mr Blaikie
Sir David Brand
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Orayden
Mr Orewvar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance

Ayes
Mr Jamieson
Mr Hartrey
Mr T. J. Burke

Ayes-19
Mr Harman
Mr T. H. Ton"e
Mr May
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. Rt. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Moller

(Teller)

Noes-25
Mr MePharILn
Mr Natiovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushiton
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Watt
Mr Young

Pairs
Noes

Mr Mensaros
Mr Thompson
Mr Shedders

(Teller)

Motion thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of

the Opposition) [6.12 p.m.]: The Govern-
ment has determined that the debate on
this motion shall proceed without any de-
lay at all. The Premier mentioned that It
was the intention of the Minister for
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Tr~ansport to introduce a motion tomorrow.
Therepwould be nothing to preclude his
doing that if the debate on this motion
were held over until tomorrow and decided
then. 'The Minister could then do what he
intends to do. Giving us a reasonable ad-
journment of one day would not have de-
layed that procedure.

Sir Charles Court: You know it is not
normal on these procedural motions.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: What hypocrisy! The
Premier said there was no great hurry.

Sir Charles Court: No. The motion will
not be moved until tomorrow.

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: He said there was no
urgency and no intention to gag.

Sir Charles Court: No. The real motion
will be moved tomorrow and then there
will be an adjournment.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There is no great
hurry, yet a simple adjournment cannot
be granted to enable us to develop our
reasons for opposing a proposal to reclaim
a Part of tht Canning River. Having re-
gard for the remarks made by the Prem-
ier and the Minister for Transport on pre-
vious occasions when the Government with
which I was associated reclaimed parts of
the Swan River, I will delight myself by
reminding the Premier of what was said
at that time-that not another yard of
the Swan River should be reclaimed for the
purpose of road building.

Sir Charles Court: Did I say that?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Here is a proposal

embodied-
Sir Charles Court: Did I say that or did

you say that?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Would I be likely

to say that not another Yard should be
reclaimed? I was defending the action.

Sir Charles Court: At one stage you said
You would do it again if You had a chance.

Mr 3. T. TONKCIN: The Minister for
Transport continually raised the question
about the reclamation which was going
on.

Mr O'Connor: That would be so.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: What is he growling

about now?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I was expressing
some views about the decision of the
Government to refuse the Opposition a
simple adjournment of 24 hours in con-
nection with this motion. The Premier bad
earlier said it was just a procedural
motion, but I think you will agree, Mr
Speaker, it is a great deal more than that,
because it has a great many substantial
Implications.

Let us try to have a look at this situa-
tion quite dispassionately, to see what Is
a reasonable attitude in the circumstances.
In justifying the moving of this motion

for the suspension of Standing Orders the
Premier gave a number of reasons that
he thought were cogent and relevant to
the situation.

What opportunity has been given the
opposition to examine these reasons to
see whether they are valid? I have been
here a long time and I have heard reas-
onis given by members of Parliament sup-
posedly justifying a certain action and
upon investigation their validity has been
found to be extremely doubtful, to say
the least.

I am not prepared to accept the Prem-
ier's word that these reasons are valid.
because he could quite easily make a mis-
take with regard to his own judgment;
and we are entitled to have an opportunity
to study these reasons and the case which
the Premier has put up in order to form
our own opinion as to whether or not the
reasons he has given are justified.

You would know, Mr Speaker, that a
copy of the Premier's speech Is not avail-
able to me until it has been, corrected.
So we on this side of the House have no
opportunity to study what the Premier
has said. Is that fair in a matter of this
kind? The proposal involves the reclama-
tion of some 5.8 hectares.

Mr O'Neil: The proposal involves the
suspension of Standing Orders.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It involves the sus-
pension of Standing Orders in order to do
this,' and the Minister will find if he has
not realised it yet that this is what the
Government will decide to do.

Mr O'Connor: That will be debated in
the later motion.

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: Will it?
Mr O'Connor: I should imagine so.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Why did not the
Minister raise a point of order when the
Premier was speaking and when he men-
tioned the figures concerning the reclama-
tion?

Mr O'Connor: There was no point of
order.

Mr J. T. TONKIN:-
right for the Premier
to be reclaimed, but
wrong for the Leader
to do the same thing.

t is apparently all
o talk about areas

suppose it is all
of the Opposition

Mr O'Connor: I do not think he went
too far off the track.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There is not much
validity in that objection. In addition to the
proposed reclamation of some 5.8 hectares
there is the acquisition of some 50 homes.
This is not a simple operation where the
livelihood of a handful of people is going
to be disturbed In the public interest; It
is a major proposal and we would like to
have a good look at this matter, particu-
larly in view of the severe criticism which
has been levelled at the proposal.

I
t
I
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So the Opposition is not prepared at
this stage to support the move for the
suspension of Standing Orders to clear
the way for this to be done: at least not
until we have had an opportunity to satis-
fy ourselves on the point.

The Premier said that after he had
spoken and _given the reasons It would be
clear to us that he had the interest of
the public at heart and that action was
being taken in order to provide the maxi-
mum opportunity for observation and dis-
cussion. The Premier's saying that does
not prove it.

We on this side of the House are en-
titled to have the opportunity to study
the Premier's remarks and check the
reasons he gave to see whether they are
valid reasons, and we are being denied
that opportunity.

It Is idle to say that this is an ordinary
procedural motion. You, Mr Speaker,
must have heard the Premier say the Gov-
ernment was in no great hurry: that it
had no intention to gag; that it wanted to
provide the fullest possible opportunity.
Well, if there is no hurry and no desire to
gag why were we refused the opportunity
of a simple adjournment in order to study
the Premier's remarks?

Surely this motion if carried over until
tomorrow could have been passed then!
It would not have delayed the Introduction
of the motion which the Minister proposes
to deal with tomorrow. So what was the
point In saying to us, "No you cannot have
an adjournment"?

This makes me suspicious of the reasons
given by the Premier for this motion, be-
cause it seems he did not want to give us
the opportunity to study what he said , to
see whether there was justification for the
course he proposes to follow.

This Is why we complain. We think it Is
unreasonable and though it may not mnat-
ter a great deal to the Premier we think it
is also downright discourteous to the
Opposition.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We can see no
Justification for it. If our action in want-
ing an adjournment of this matter inevit-
ably meant the delay of the introduction
of the Bill which the Minister for Trans-
port proposes to introduce It would be a
different matter, but he could still have
moved his Bill tomorrow. If he gives notice
today then he can introduce the Bill to-
morrow.

Mr O'Neil: It is not a Bill we are tak-
Ing about, it is a motion which we cannot
Introduce until we suspend Standing
Orders.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I asked the Minister
whether he was going to introduce a
motion as well as a Bill and he said, "No",
he was going to introduce a Hill.

Mr O'Neil: If you look at the motion
you will see It is a motion to suspend
Standing Orders; it is not a Bill. You can-
not move a motion without the suspension
of Standing Orders and you know It.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I did not say we
could. There is no indication anywhere
of the motion, either.

Mr O'Neil: What about reading the
motion the Premier moved?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is not there.
Mr O'Neil: It is "to enable a resolution

to approve the reclamation of two small
areas of the Canning River".

Mr J. T. TONKIN: He wants to suspend
Standing Orders to enable him to Intro-
duce legislation,

Mr O'Neil: But he could not do that
with this motion. He could introduce a
Bill.

Mr J. T. TONKfI: Nobody said he
could.

Mr O'Neil: You have been saying it.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It might be expect-

ing too much, but supposing the Premier
had been reasonable and fair and had
agreed to the postponement or adjourn-
ment of this motion. It would come up
tomorrow and a decision would be reached
and he could then move the resolution
after which the Minister for Transport
could have introduced his Bill.

Mr O'Neil: No Bill, a motion.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: What Is the Min-

ister for TransporL to move?
Mr O'Neil: He Is moving for leave to

introduce a Bill.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is not on the

notice paper.
Mr O Neil: Have a look at notice of

motion No. 2. The motion he will move is
motion No. 3.

Mr Young: Have a look at the notice
paper.

Mr Stephens: You could admit you are
wrong for once.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Despite what mem-
bers opposite have said by way of inter-
jection I notice they will not get up on
their feet and say it.

Mr O'Neil: We cannot while you are on
your feet.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We will see how
many members opposite will get up when
I sit down.

Mr O'Neil:- Very few I hope.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It Is not a matter of

what the Minister hopes; it is a matter
of what is fair and reasonable in the cir-
cumstances- I say very deliberately that it
would not have interfered with the Gov-
ernment's procedure if it had done the de-
cent thing and allowed us to have an ad-
journment until tomorrow to enable us to
study the Premier's speech.
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Mr O'Nell: Can you give an example of
an adjournment of this nature?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It would not delay
the procedure at all.

Mr O'Connor: It would delay it 24 hours.
Mr J. T. TONKIN;- It would not have

delayed it, because the Premier could still
have moved the motion about which we
heard so much a few moments ago.

Mr O'Neil: Can you give me an example
where there has been an adjournment of
this nature?

Mr A. R, Tonkin: You are quoting a
bad precedent.

Mr O'Neil-, I am quoting something that
does not exist.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: That is not unusual.
Mr O'Neil- Now we have the giggling

member for Beige.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. Burke: "There is none so blind

as they that won't see."~
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I tell the Minister

there Is no complete precedent for what is
being done now, in these circumstances,
because if a close examination were made
of cases quoted by the Speaker it would be
found that they are entirely different from
the one that is being dealt with now; en-
tirely different.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Quite different.
Mr ONeil: Can you quote an example

of an adjournment of a debate on a pro-
cedural motion like this?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is not an ordin-
ary procedural motion.

Mr O'Neil: It is.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is a smokescreen.
Mr O'Neil: Give us an example of where

it has happened before.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Words seem to have

lost their meaning for the Minister for
Works. He has been away too long from
the schools.

Mr O'Neil: Not as long as you have.
Mr Skidmore: That does not make the

remark any less valid.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: A procedural motion

is one of those everyday motions that come
up when somebody gives notice of hiis
intention to seek leave to introduce a Bill
and when he then moves that the Bill be
introduced: or when the Premier gets up
and wants to change the orders of the day.
That is an ordinary procedural motion.
But the Implication of this proposal to
set aside Standing Orders to enable this
type of motion to be moved in the middle
of the Address-in-Reply is that It is not an
ordinary procedural motion and anybody
who thinks it is should take a second look
at the matter.

The implications of this motion are very
great indeed, and if the Government were
denied the opportunity to do what it wants
to do with this procedural motion it would

soon realise what a serious situation had
developed for it and in connection with Its
Intention to proceed with this motion. It
has been a long time since I have read in
the Press, which generally-almost al-
ways-supports the Liberals and the Coun-
try Party, a criteism of a Government
proposal such as I read in the Daily News
tonight.

Mr O'Connor: That was not a Press
criticism.

Mr Davies: No, it was printed on a toilet
roll!

Mr O'Connor: That is what I would ex-
pect from you. It was a criticism by a pri-
vate individual. You would not know!

Mr J. T, TONKIN: In view of that, I
emphasise that this is much more then an
ordinary procedural motion which we
ought to take in our stride. Because we
have serious doubts about the course which
the Government seems determined to fol-
low, we want to make sure we have every
opportunity to know what is behind It.

It is no good the Premier saying that
right from the start, everything has been
completely open In connection with this
matter. The investigations and the dis-
cussions have been more or less in secret
and there have been complaints--

Mr O'Connor: You should know all
about that, because you hid it in your
drawer for some time.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -all along the line,
even against the Minister himself, because
he acted pronto when he was reminded a
couple of days ago of his failure to reply
to certain representations. He then said
he was going to introduce legislation im-
mediately. So. he was prompted.

I am afraid this is only a guess, because
I have no way of knowing, but I would
say that the majority of people who are
opposed to this proposal of the Govern-
ment, and the way it is being rushed along.
ordinarily would he people who do not
vote for us but who support the Govern-
ment side. When they are so critical and
so severe in their criticism, surely that
should make the Government sit up and
take notice. But what do we find? Instead
of that, there is this rush to get on with
the business as quickly as possible and
have it all sewn up.

it reminds me of a similar attitude
adopted by a Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment some years ago when it rushed
In and made sure that Cooke was hanged
quickly because a case was developing in
the community that he might not have
been responsible for the murder for
which he was convicted;, somebody else
had claimed responsibility for it. What
did the Government do? It rushed on the
execution to get itself off the hook. I
think this is a similar procedure. The
Government realises It is In trouble and
it wants to get the matter through the
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Parliament and out of the way and make
it an accomplished fact before anything
can be done about It.

We are not going to accept that situa-
tion at all and to the fullest extent of our
capacity we are going to make it as dif-
ficult as possible for the Government to
proceed In this way.

MR A. R. TONKIN4 (Morley) [7.49
p.m.]: The Leader of the Opposition who
has just resumed his seat introduced
open government into this State; yet we
have seen here tonight evidence of a
secret inquiry held by the Government.
What did the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment do to use his influence to induce
the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority to have an open, above-ground in-
quiry?

Point of Order

Mr O'CONNOR: Mr Speaker, are we
debating the MEPA inquiry, or are we
confined to debate on the motion before
the Chair?

The SPEAKER: I am waiting for the
honourable member to develop his argu-
ment.

Debate Resumed

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. So, we have here a bulldozing
argument and we see a rescue operation
by the Minister for Transport, because
he knew the Ministcr for Local Govern-
ment could not answer my question.

Mr Rushton: Read the Hansards and
you will find your answer.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: What has the Min-
ister done to use his influence to make
the MRPA inquiry an open inquiry?

Mr Rushton: If you had enough brains,
you would know why the present situa-
tion has arisen.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not midnd cheap
abuse, Mr Speaker. when I am abused
by people like that, I regard it as a com-
pliment,

Mr O'Connor: You get plenty of those.
Mr A. K. TONKIN: This Government

is intent on bulldozing this legislation
through the House as rapidly as possible.

This is the year 1975. and the Govern-
ment wants an unpalatable and un-
popular decision such as this out of the
way well before the election year of 1977.
The only reason the Government knows
the election Year will not be until 1977
is that it has control of both Houses of
this Parliament. There will be no possi-
bility of a House of Review coming to the
rescue, which the Tonkin Government
had to face time and time again. We are
going to see the Government bulldoze this
legislation through this House with scant
respect for the arguments of anyone who

disagrees with it and then it will bulldoze
It through the other House. It will be
rushed through.

Mr Rushton: Is five weeks rushing it
through?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If It is to be five
weeks, why do we need to suspend Stand-
ing Orders? The tabling of the plan does
not need a suspension of Standing Orders.
We do not need a suspension of Standing
Orders to have the Minister take the Bill
through to the second reading stage. Why
can we not have the plans tabled without
a suspension of Standing Orders so that
we may have a chance to examine them?
Why can we not have the Bill Introduced
by the Minister, which is allowed under
our Standing Orders, and then have a
thorough examination of what is going to
occur? But to show the Government's
brutal use of its numbers, it will not allow
what is normally given as a courtesy to
the Opposition and the public; namely,
an adjournment of this debate.

The Leader of the Opposition moved for
the adjournment of the debate so that the
Opposition could have a chance to exam-
ine the implications of what represents a
very serious suspension of Standing
Orders.

Mr O'Connor: It is normal procedure.
Mr A, R. TONKIN: It may be normal

for the kind of Government supported by
the Minister for Transport; I agree. How-
ever, it certainly is not normal for the
kind of Government which I support.

Mr O'Connor: Your Government has
done it, and you know it.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It certanly is not
normal for the kind of Government I
would support.

Mr O'Connor: Your Government has
done it, and you know it.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not know4
whether the Minister for Transport is
going back into the dark ages, but I cer-
tainly have not supported a Government
which has condoned this kind of abuse
of Standing Orders.

Mr O'Connor: The Tonkin Government
was In for only three years, so you would
not know.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: If the Minister
wishes to become personal, although I ad-
mit having been here for only four Years,
some members opposite who have been
here a lot longer have very little to show
for it. If this debate had been adjourned,
which is a normal courtesy which would
be extended by people who are not be-
witched by the brutality of numbers, as
the Government is, It would have delayed
the debate only until tomorrow.

The debate could have continued to-
morrow and then, with the question beinv,
put, the minister could have moved the
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resolution which this suspension of Stand-
ing Orders is all about. The opposition
would have had 24 hours to examine the
implications of this suspension of Stand-
ing Orders and to examine the plans
which have been tabled.

But instead there is this obsession with
bulldozing by a Premier who will brook no
opposition, who will not listen to anybodVy
who stands in his way. He has allowed his
Minister for Local Government to condone
a secret inquiry. We have seen a dark age
come into this State because we have
seen open government which was in vogue
for three Years of the Tonkin Govern-
ment thrown out the door; we have seen
no courtesy extended to the Opposition in
this case. All we expected was 24 hours

Mr O'Connor: Can you give us one case
where your Government has moved for
the suspension of Standing Orders and
allowed the debate to be adjourned for
24 hours?

Mr A. R. TONKfI: As I remember It,
the Government I sat behind extended
innumerable courtesies to the Opposition.

Mr O'Connor: Can you tell me when a
Labor Government did this?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: When we extended
those courtesies we were reminded by the
then opposition on many occasions that
if we did not behave ourselves action
would be taken in another place, where
the Opposition had the numbers. That is
what we were faced with all the time, but
with that we still extended courtesies. At
no time during the life of the Tonkin
Government was this kind of motion used
to suspend Standing Orders, which are the
normal safeguards of the House.

Mr O'Connor: During the Hawke Goy-
ermnent It certainly was.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: During the Hawke
Government! Why does not the Minister
go back to the days of Noah's Ark? We
are dealing with 1975. This Government
seems to have an obsession with the past.
We are not dealing with ancient history;
we are dealing with today and the reali-
ties of today are that the Government
has refused a normal courtesy to the Op-
position to allow us to look at this whole
question and at the plans which have been
tabled.

Mr Rushton:. You have five weeks.
Mr O'Connor: Prior to the Tonkin Gov-

ernment, you have to go back into ancient
history to find a Labor Government. That
Is what you said; they are your words.

Mr A. R. TONKI: I hope the Minister
for Transport enjoys that guip of his. This
suspension of Standing Orders is being
pushed through without the normal cour-
tesies to the Opposition. Members should
remember that a lack of courtesy to the
Opposition means a lack of courtesy to the
Public. This Government knows it has the
numbers in both Houses of Parliament and

it is going to bulldoze aside anything that
gets in its way. It is nat prepared to lis-
ten in open Inquiry to the variations
which may be Possible to this plan. So,
before public opinion can develop, it is pre-
pared to bulldoze aside any opposition.

I believe it is quite likely that the Prem-
ier has been studying the campaigns of
Napoleon, who saw that speed was the
essence. Napoleon saw that if one did
things quickly enough, one's opponents
were faced with a tiOU accompli and no-
thing much could be done in opposition,

That is what is going to happen in this
case. We are going to have this bulldozed
through with undue haste and without the
normal courtesies and as a result we are
going to see another little bit of the rivers
which wake Perth the most beautiful city
in Australia snipped away. There will
never be any campaign in the opposite
direction to add bits of river to Perth; it
is a one way deal,

This Is a serious matter; not to allow
public debate on this issue and not to per-
mit the Opposition to have adequate time
to look at the implications of the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders I believe is doing
a very grave disservice to democracy and
the whole question of public debate.

We have seen a secret inquiry condoned
by the Minister for Local Government and
the Court Government and now we have
seen this secrecy continued, where the
Opposition has not had a chance to have a
look at these plans which were tabled only
an hour or two ago.

Mr O'Connor: In April.
Mr A. R. TONKINT: The plans were

tabled tonight. I do not know why the
Minister bleats about April, when he knows
full well they were tabled only a couple of
hours ago. I would remind the House and
the People of Western Australia that the
Premier has a contempt for the public.
When I asked questions last year of the
Minister for Conservation and Environ-
ment relating to Swan River water and Its
analysis, the Premier said. "This Is a public
Place." His deputy, the Minister for
Housing, supported him by uttering similar
remarks, "It is like Forrest Place. We
must not allow the public to know what
goes on with our river."

I suggest those comments are very rele-
vant to this situation, because the public
is not to know what is going on. We have
to bulldoze this through before the public
can mobilise its affairs.

It is quite clear that it takes time for
public opinion to develop and for people
who are not professional politicians, but
who are amateurs, such as those who be-
long to conservation groups anid the like
to get around to their supporters in order
to develop their support and to work out
objections and to look at the plans. No
member of the public has ha a chance to
look at these plans. The development of
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public opposition to a Goverrnent measure
takes time, and that is what the Govern-
mnent is very afraid of.

Mr Rushiton: They have been advertised,
and this is why the objections are there.

Mr A. R. TONKflN: This is why the
Premier has decided to rush the legislation
through. He has said, "This is a public
place. We must not allow the public to
know what is going on with the Swan
River or the Canning River." So, this is
just another blow against democratic pro-
cesses. It is another blow against full
public debate. We deplore the undue speed
with which the Government is bludgeon-
Ing this motion through the House.

Mr O'Connor: I bet you are glad to
sit down.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blalkie
Sir David Brand4
Mr Claiko
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Cflmg
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayda
Mr Grower
Mr P. V. Clam
Mr Zaurace
Mr MoPbarJIn

Mr Barnet
Mr Eateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. TV. BUrke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Canr
Mr Davies
Mr H. fl, Evans
Mr T. D). Evans

Ayes
Mr Thompeen
Sir Charies Court
Mr Shalders

Ayes-a'
Mr Mensaro.
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Ruhton
Mr Bibson
Mr Bodeman
Mr Stephens

Mr Young

xoes-io
Mr Harmnan
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr McIver
Mr Skidmore
Mr Teylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J1. T. Tonkin
Mr Mailer

(Teo~sT)

Pairs
Noes

MrHartrey
Mr May
Mr Fletcher

Question thus passed.

RESERVE (EWINANA FREEWAY)
BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill Introduced, on motion by Mr O'Con-
nor (Minister for Transport), and read a
first time.

SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
TRIBUNAL BILL
Order Discharged

MR McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall-
Deputy Premier) (8.04 p.m.] I move-

That Order of the Day No. 3 be dis-
charged from the notice paper.

Question put and passed.
Order discharged.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister

for Labour and Industry) (8.07 p.m.J: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The main provision in this Bill Is to
cause occupiers of shops and warehouses
to give notice to the Chief Inspector of
Factories and Shops where an accident
occurs in a shop or warehouse which
causes the death of an employee or bodily
injury of such a nature that the employee
is Incapacitated from work for one day
or more. This requirement in the Act to
report such accidents is already applicable
to factories, and its extension to shops
and warehouses will enable Inspectors to
better assess the causes of accidents,
which should assist in establishing re-
medial or better preventive safety meas-
ures. In addition, it will provide a better
avenue of statistics for the purpose of
accident study.

The other clauses in the Bill are mainly
tidying-up provisions which have been in-
cluded whilst a main amendment is being
sought.

Clause 3 changes the reference to the
permanent head of the department to the
Under-Secretary for Labour and Industry.
The current Act refers to the Secretary
for Labour but this title was changed in
1974 when the department was upgraded
and the Permanent head became an
under-secretary and the title of the de-
partment was altered to the Department of
Labour and industry.

Clause 4 which refers to section 12
dealing with the appointment of inspec-
tors is Inserted to remove conflict which
arises between this Act and the Public
Service Act In respect of the appoint-
ment of inspectors.

Since 1987 the Public Service Act has
provided for the Public Service Board-
prior to that It was the Governor-to ap-
point officers to the general division of
the service. Factories and shops inspectors
are appointed to that division. The Fac-
tories and Shops Act on the other hand,
in section 12, requires the Governor to
appoint inspectors and the amendment is
designed to avoid the inconsistency
between the two Acts.

Clause 5 which amends section 45 al-
lows for the under-secretary, who Is Chair-
man of the Factory Welfare Board, to ap-
point a senior officer of the department
to act as chairman 'when he is unable to
attend a meeting. At present he Is limited
to the assistant under-secretary acting in
his stead but it would be most helpful to
have, say, the engineer-chief inspector
chair the meetings when circumstances
arise and it is difficult for either the under-
secretary or his assistant to attend.
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Clause 7 deals with the amendment to
section 98 already mentioned to extend
accident reporting-under section 64-to
shops and warehouses, This extension will
be relative also to the discretionary power
of the Minister in section 65 to direct an
Inquiry before a stipendiary magistrate
when an accident occurs in a shop or
warehouse.

Clauses 8 and 9 embrace amendments
consequential upon earlier amendments
mentioned.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Harman.
HAIRDRESSERS REGISTRATION ACT

AMENDMENT BilL
Second Read ing

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and industry) [8.10 pm.J: I
move--

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The amendments contained in this Bill
are of a minor nature and are intended
to better streamline activities in the of-
fice of the Registrar of the Hairdressers
Registration Board. They should have the
effect of reducing time-consuming methods
at present required by the Act, and dupli-
cation of records, and saving unnecessary
expenditure to the board. Nothing of im-
portance is lost if the amendments are ac-
cepted. Office methods and procedures, and
the records maintained will be sufficient
and will allow the public to be given rele-
vant information upon inquiry.

In respect of clause 2(a), the qualifica-
tions of a hairdresser are recorded on oath
on the application form submitted and this
is kept on file in the board office. Its
transcription to the register is not neces-
sary and the amendment seeks to avoid
this duplication.

Referring to clause 2(b), the publica-
tion of a register of hairdressers each
year in the Government Gazette is time-
consuming and costly and it may not
serve much useful purpose. It demands the
preparation of a list of some 2 000 names
and any person wishing to ascertain if a
person is registered and the type or regis-
tration held, will, by this amendment, be
informed upon inquiry to the board.

The amending clause 2 (c) is conse-
quential upon the previous amendment.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Harman.
FRUiT-GROWING RECONSTRUCTION

SCHEME ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall-Min-
ister for Agriculture) (8.13 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

rhe object of the Fruit-growing Recon-
struction Scheme Act, 1972-1973, lIa to pro-
vide relief from overproduction in the
apple and pear Industries and the canning
peach, pear, and apricot indwstries by pay-
ing compensation to owners for complete
and partial removal of orchards.

The scheme is In two parts-
(a) Clear fell, and
(b) part Pull.

Clear fell assistance Is for those growers
in severe financial difficulties who are ob-
bliged to leave farming. They receive full
tree pull compensation in the event of
their assets, on final settlement, not ex-
ceeding $10 000 with compensation dimin-
ishing to zero at a net asset valuation of
$15 000.

Part pull assistance is limited to growers
who continue farming, not necessarily as
fruit growers, who are short of funds for
reconstruction and can demonstrate long
term viabilitY.

The tree pull scheme in Western Austra-
lia has accounted for the removal of 128
hectares of apples. To date, a total
amount of $66 000 has been approved for
31 growers at an average rate of $540 per
hectare. The minimal effect of the scheme
In this State is related to farmers' needs
for assistance to pull trees on mixed farms
which, until recently, have been operating
at a satisfactory Profit level. This was
partly due to the special Commonwealth
and State assistance for apple exports.

In Tasmania, where individuals were
more heavily dependent on apples than in
Western Australia, over 2 000 hectares of
trees have been or are being removed.

These amendments are to extend the
tree pull scheme for a further term: to
the 31st December, 1975, as the closing date
for applications for assistance and to the
30th June, 1976, as the date by which trees
must be removed to qualify for payment of
compensation. An earlier amendment,
whereby farmers who had not removed
trees approved for compensation were pre-
cluded from applying again, has been de-
leted.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. H.

D. Evans.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MRl RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for

Local Government) [8.17 pm.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill proposes to amend the Motor
Vehicle (Third ]Party Insurance) Act,
1943- 1973.

When section 11 of the Act was re-en-
acted in 1959, Paragraph (d) (M of subsec-
tion (1) provided the trust with a discre-
tion to make certain admissions of negli-
gence on behalf of an insured person and
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the owner and driver of an uninsured ye-
hicle In cases where the trust had no right
of recovery against the person, owner, or
driver under the Provisions of subsection
(3) of section 7, subsection (3) of section
8, or section 15.

The reference to subsection (3) of sec-
tion 7 is In fact erroneous because It Is
subsection (5) and not subsection (3) of
section 7 which Provides a right of re-
covery. The Hill Proposes to correct this
drafting error.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Taylor.

ADDRESS-IN-REI'LY: FIFTH DAY
Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed, from the 20th March,
on the following motion by Mr Old-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to-

May it Please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign.
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

To which Mr Bertram had moved an
amendment-

That the following words be added
to the motion-

!but we regret to have to inform
your Excellency that whilst the
Government of Western Australia
and more Particularly the Prem-
ier has long since been obsessed
with the affairs of the Australian
Government and the Australian
Parliament Instead of putting
things right in this State as he
undertook to do, neither the Prem-
icr nor his Government has in-
formed the House of the actions
if any, which have been taken to
end the interminable wrangling
as to the Leadership of the Fed-
eral Parliamentary Liberal Party
which appears to be based more
on self interest and self aggran-
dizement and television image,
than the national and public in-
terest. In consequence of the said.
interminable wrangling and
changes of leadership amongst
other things-

(a) the Policies and attitudes
of the Liberal Party-Nati-
onal Alliance cum Country
Party cum National Coun-
try Party of Australia
coalition are unpredictable;

(b) the electoral base of the
Liberal Party could be
seriously and adversely
restricted; and

(c) this State's interests in the
Australian Parliament are
being sorely neglected for
want of a Proper consistent
and constructive Coalition
Oppositi on.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) (8.1 -8 p.m.]:
I wish to address myself briefly to the
amendment which has been moved by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn, Part of
which states-

' . neither the Premier nor his
Government has informed the House
of the actions if any, which have been
taken to end the interminable wrang-
ling as to the Leadership of the Fed-
eral Parliamentary Liberal Party...

The words I want to emphasise are, "has
informed the House". I am sorry to say
that I must disagree with some of my
colleagues who have, perhaps, wondered
why the Premier has taken no Part in
the leadership squabble. My reading of
the Premier, and his alliance with Mr
Ejelke-Petersen, the Premier of Queens-
land, suggests to me that the Premier was
well and truly behind the new Liberal
Party leader, Mr Malcolm Fraser, because
his election will introduce into Australian
politics a third person who is well and
far to the right of Genghis Khan. They
are, of course, Mr Bielke-Petersen, the
Premier of this State (Sir Charles Court),
and Mr Malcolm Fraser.

It is true that Mr Malcolm Fraser
is claiming that he is not quite
as far to the right as he at first
thought he was. He has qualified his views,
to some degree, by making public utter-
ances which seem to have milk and honey
in them. For example, he suggests that
some of the progressive moves made by the
Whitlam. Government could be right. How-
ever, I believe that the honeyed words
are for public consumption while he is in
Opposition, and once he becomes the
Prime Minister of Australia he Will be
revealed in his nakedness as the kind of
political person who is very right-wing.

That is why I believe-knowing the
character of the Premier of this S fat-
that he would have been well and truly
behind the moves to defeat Mr Bill Sited-
den who, after all, was a moderate and
middle-of-the-road type of person.

Mr Bertram: A local boy.
Mr Young: It is amazing how members

opposite seem to love him now.
Mr Sodeman: Did the honourable mem-

ber vote for him?

The SPEARER: Order! The member for
Morley.
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Mr A. R. TONKIN: We are aware of the
alliance between Mr Malcolm Fraser and
the NCC, and the extremely right-wing
pamphlets put out In his name from time
to time. The alliance is very similar to that
of the NOC and the late DIP.

We believe we have seen Australia swing
far to the right as a result of the elevation
of Mr Malcolm Fraser to the Federal
leadership of the Liberal Party, Mr Fraser.
of course, was not educated in this country.

Mr Clarko: What is the point of that?
Mr A. R. TONKI: He was educated

overseas; he believed the educational in-
stitutions of this country were not quite
up to standard.

Mr Clarko: Bob Hawke also went over-
seas.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: As a matter of fact.

Bob Hawke received his Bachelor Degree
at the same university as I did. That is
bow much members know about Bob
Hawke. It Is true that later on he was
judged a Rhodes Scholar and he went
overseas because Oxford was the only
university to which he could go as a re-
sult of that scholarship. Certainly, Mr
Malcolm Fraser did not have anything
like that distinction.

Mr Clarko: What is the point?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: To Illustrate the

extreme right-wing nature of our Premier,
I will point out that he claims the greatest
statesmen in the world are businessmen. 11
repeat: The Premier clairnE the gi eatest
statesmen in the world are businessmen!
However, none of us were surprised to
hear this kind of statement coming from
the Premier. He also stated that most
operations carried out by Governments
can be better carried out by private enter-
prise.

Government members: Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-

ber for Morley resume his seat for a
moment please. I want members to main-
tain order. I do not mind the odd Inter-
jection. However, I draw the attention of
the member for Morley to the fact that
he must speak to the amendment to the
motion before the House, which is the
amendment moved to the Address-In-
Reply by the member for Mt. Hawthorn.
Will the member for Morley resume.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you. Mr
Speaker. The Premier made a statement
that what the Government can do. private
enterprise can do better.

The SPEAKER: You are relating this
to the motion?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Very much so. Mr
Speaker. The amendment before the
House refers to the jostling for leadership
in the Federal Liberal Party, and also to

the fact that the Premier has not informed
the House of what he has done in an at-
tempt to cause some stability to emerge in
the Liberal Party. I am suggesting that
there are very good reasons why he did
not indicate to the House that he was
solidly behind Mr Malcolm Fraser, and
that he was In favour of Mr Bill Snedden
being stabbed in the back. The reason I
make that statement is that, with their
similar political beliefs, they both con-
sider that Governments cannot do things
very well and that businessmen are the
greatest creatures to stride this earth.

In making that statement I would as-
sume that the Premier is describing the
Governments of which he has been a
member because I imagine he knows more
about those Governments than he does
about other Governments. Therefore, I
am not surprised he said Governments
do not do things very well. Govern-
ments of which he would be well aware
certainly have not done things very well.
Certainly, private enterprise can do things
better than the extreme right-wing Gov-
ernment we have seen in this State under
the present Premier, and the extreme
right-wing Governments under leaders
such as Mr Malcolm Fraser. For that
reason I am not surprised to hear such
a comment.

I suppose private enterprise, operating
on profit motives, would do a better job
with education. The kids would be belted
into submission In order to obtain a good
result, and thereby a good profit would be
made from the Parents. It has been sug-
gested by the Premier of this State. by
his statement, that education can be better
carried out by private enterprise than by
Governments, and that hospitals could be
better run by private enterprise. Under
such a system it would be in the Interests
of the people running the hospitals to feed
their patients less in order to increase
profits.

We hear, "Hear, hear" from the back-
benchers on the other side of the House
who will not make up their own minds
and who are not allowed to make up their
own minds. They are directed this way
and ttiat way.

Mr Clarko: Rot.
Mr A. R. TONKCIN: Members opposite

believe that private enterprise can do most
things better than can the Government.

Mr Sibson: Most things.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: In that case, private

enterprise can educate our people better
than can the Government; our hospitals
can be better run with a profit motive
than by the Government: and our roads
would be better if they were constructed
on a private enterprise basis. I suppose In
the latter instance one would have to pay
a road toll. This Is the kind of political
argument put forward by the extreme
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right-wing people opposite. I suppose
members opposite would hire out police-
men. If one did not have money to pay
for protection one would not receive pro-
tection.

The SPEAKER: Order!I I think the
member for Morley is drawing the long
bow when he attempts to relate these mat-
ters to the motion before the House.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I was a skilful archer
in my day, Mrt Speaker, so perhaps I have
been drawing the long bow. Therefore, I
will get back to the motion before the
House.

The SPEAKER: Perhaps it was the
crossbow'1

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I think we have ob-
served some great weaknesses on the part
of 301l Snedden who could not control
Mr Lewis. Another extreme right-wing
gentleman, who has torn up con-
vention, comes from New South
Wales. The people of New South Wales
may have confidence in that gentleman,
but when it was necessary for him to re-
turn a Labor Senator he said he would
tear up convention and that he did not
care a fig for the opinion of the people
who had just elected a Labor Senator in
the person of Senator Murphy.

Point of Order

Mr BLAIKIE: On a point of order. Mr
Speaker, have the remarks of the honour-
able member anything to do with the
amendment which has been moved? I
fail to see where what has been done in
New South Wales comes into the debate
at all.

The SPEAKER: Order! I suggest the
point of order is not admissible. The men-
tion of a few words does not indicate that
a speech is out of order, and that it does
not conform to the motion before the
House. However, I think-as the member
for Morley understands-he Is verging very
close to being out of order in a number
of the comments he is making, and
touching only casually on matters before
the House. I ask him, again, to try to
adhere to the motion now before us.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you for your
kindness, Mr Speaker. I will attempt
to keep to the amendment to the mo-
tion, which amendment refers to the Lib-
eral Party leadership and the fact that
the Premier could have got behind the
people who are the middle-of-the-road
Liberals.

Senator Peter Rae, the chairman of the
Senate committee which inquired Into se-
curities and exchange, believes that the
securities industry should be brought
under control. if members opposite

(13)

have studied the report of the com-
mittee-as I have most thoroughly
-they will be aware of what has
been going on in the stock exchanges.
Remembering the Premier's conten-
tion that private enterprise is sup-
posed to do most things better than
the Government can, we see an example
of highway robbery by the various stock
exchanges throughout the country is well
documented in that report.

Senator Peter Rae, a Liberal Party
member, said that the situation 'was scan-
dalous and nothing short of robbery. It
involved inside trading, using other
people's funds for the stockbrokers' own
profits, and so on. This is the kind of per-
son the Liberal Party could have chosen.
If the Premier of our State had got behind
Senator Rae, he would have thrown to the
top a man worthy to lead the Liberal
Party. He is a true Liberal Party member,
in the best traditions of the Liberal Party.

Mr Coyne: He may not have wanted to
stand.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: In actual fact what
happened? Malcolm Fraser was thrown to
the top Instead. So the Premier was in ac-
cord with this leadership, and Yet he says,
"Private enterprise can do most things
better than the Government." In private
enterprise people cut each other's throats
-they are not even honest amongst them-
selves.

I do not know whether any members of
the Government have read the Rae report.
Government members are against the
Introduction of a committee system, be-
cause they would have to get off their tails
and do some work. If they have read the
massive report on securities, they will have
seen the abuse, dishonesty, and criminal
action which occurred in the stock ex-
changes of Australia. This report was
brought down by a committee with a
majority of Liberal Party working mem-
bers-not members who sit in their seats--

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is
departing from the topic under discussion.
I ask him to keep to the topic, otherwise
I will have to request him to resumne his
seat.

Mr A. R, TONKIN:* I am rather mysti-
fied by that.

The SPEAKER: It Is not of great
moment whether the member for Morley
Is or Is not mystified by what I have to
say. I have said it, and I ask him to con-
f orm with my request. I ask him to address
himself to the motion, as best he can,
without referring to extraneous matters.
The member for Morley.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: I am discussing the
amendment dealing with the leadership
of the Liberal Party in Australia. I have
suggested that a person such as Senator
Rae could have been thrown to the leader-
ship of the Liberal Party, and I am relat-
Ing this to the Premier's statement.
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Mr Sibson: Why not worry about your
own leadership, and let us worry about
ours?

Mr Jamieson-, Goad leadership all
round!

Mr Coyne: Senator Rae might not want
to stand for the leadership.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: We do not have a
leadership problem. The Liberal Party is
struggling looking for a leader.

Mr Nanovich: You are like a gopher-
"gopher this and gopher that".

Mr Blaikie: You are not making a run
for the leadership of your party, are you?

Mr Skidmnore: It would be decided In a
democratic way anyway.

Mr Blaikie: We will wait and see.

Mr Jamieson: Could we have the mem-
ber resume his speech?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr A. It. TONKIN: The amendment
deals with the leadership of the Liberal
Party, and I argued that someone like
Senator Rae would have been a better
alternative than Malcolm Fraser, because
Senator Rae is in the mid-stream of Aus-
tralian politics, and not extremely right-
wing. With respect. Sir, I was trying to
keep to the amendment although at times
it may have seemed that I strayed far
from it.

Mr Blaikie: That Is right,

Mr A. R,. TONKIN: I would like to men-
tion another possibility for a middle-of-
the-road Liberal Party man: and I refer
to Mr Jim Killen. Here is a man who says
that under the Westminster system It is
quite improper that the Senate should be
able to overthrow a Government, and
indeed, to force the Lower House to the
people when it Itself Is not forced to an
election. The whole Westminster system is
based upon the fact that the Lower House
is the House of government. And yet, the
Upper House-the Senate-can overthrow
the Lower House.

We saw the same situation in this State
three years ago. If we had had a man like
Mr Jim Killen in charge here at that time
he would have told the House of Review
It was undemocratic and not in the best
interests of the Westminster system that
it should have the power to deny supply to
a Government whose base was in the
popular House and who would have had to
go to the people as a result of action taken
by the Upper House while it escaped un-
scathed. I believe Mr Killen has at heart
the best Interest of our democratic West-
minster system.

Mr Young; Is that the same Jim Killen
your party used to call, "the little Hitler"?

Mr A. It, TONKIN: If the Leader of the
Government in Western Australia had de-
cided to get behind a man lie Mr Killen,
he would have done a great service to Aus-
tralian Politics. He would have thrown up
a person who had some respect for our
basic Constitution. When I refer to our
basic Constitution, I do not mean the
trimmings, but the very basis of the West-
minster system. A person such as Mr
Killen understands the Constitution, and
he has some kind of respect for democra-
tic procedures.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr A. It. TONKIN: Mr Killen under-

stands that the House of government is
the House which should have control over
the destiny of the Government-a Gov-
ernment elected democratically by the
people and to some degree at least repre-
sentative of those people because of the
apportionment of the electorates. This is
quite different from the position of the
Senate which does not reflect population
alterations at all. Mr Killen Is a Liberal
in the true sense of the word. He is not
just a conservative, but a Liberal, as de-
rived from the word "liberty" meaning
freedom of the individual.

I have put up to the Premier two sug-
gestions only of Liberal Party members
whom he could have supported in the
leadership struggle, thereby replacing Mr
Snedden, if he had to be replaced, with
someone who was moderate. However, In-
stead of that we have seen Australian
politics swing far to the right as a result
of this recent leadership win. Of course,
the Minister for Industrial Development
has become very arrogant since he joined
the Treasury bench. He thinks this is all
comical because the democratic blood does
not run very deeply in his veins.

Mr Mensaros: I am very happy about
the honourable member's concern for the
Liberal Party.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: I believe in the dem-
ocratic principle, and in government based
on the Westminster system. It may have
faults, but I believe very thoroughly in
that system, and in the fact that it should
not be competent for an Upper House to
throw out a Government based on the
Lower House.

I reiterate that our leader in this State,
the Premier, has not seen fit to get behind
a person of moderate views, which would
have kept Australia on an even keel. In-
stead we have seen this extreme right-wing
movement and I believe it will lead to
extremism in Australian politics and in
the end to bloodshed and industrial an-
archy. We have seen a polarisation of
Political forces, and this is greatly to be
regretted. For this reason I support the
amendment that we should inform His
Excellency of these grave developments in
Australian history.
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Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Batemnan
Mr Bertramn
Ur Bryce
Mr B3, T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T'. Di. Evans

Mr Blalkie
Sir David Brand
Mr Ciarko
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mira Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadouzr
Mr Grayden.
Mr Grewtar
Mr P. V. Jone
Mr Laurncee

Ayes
Mr Nannry
Mr May
Mr Fletcher

Ayes-ID9
Mr Harman
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Mcover
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R, Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Mailer

(Telwe I

Noes-24
Mr McPharlin
Mr Mdensaros
Mr Nanovich
Ur Old
Mr OINeLI
Mr Ridge
Mr flushton
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr watt
Mr Young

(Teller)

pairs
Noes

Mr Thompson
Sir Charles Court
Mr Shaldere

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR HIARMAN (Maylands) [8.42 p.m.]:
Before I come to the gist of my speech
tonight, I would like firstly to register MY
extreme protest against the actions of our
Premier In this Chamber last Wednesday
night, when he, I thought rather foolishly,
petulantly, and in a very spoilt boy
manner, took advantage of a technical
problem when the member for Warren
moved an amendment.

Mr Bertram: And not for the first time.
Mr HARMAN: Apart from that, Mr

Speaker, he also delivered a very serious
rebuff to you, because, Sir, you were able
to sum up very quickly what was happen-
Ing In the Chamber, and in order to see
that a member was not embarrased and
that debate could proceed, you asked the
House for leave to be granted so that the
member for Warren could move a simple
amendment to right the situation. You
will recall that the Premier called out,
"No"' and along with him we heard the
word from the Minister for Works and the
minister for Industrial Development.

Mr Davies: That Is right.
Mr HARMAN: They rebuffed you, Sir,

in the strongest terms they had.
Mr Mensaros: That is utterly untrue.
Mr HARMAN I would like to say, Sir,

if occasions arise in future when you are
under attack by members of your own
party, then 1, Sir, will certainly come to
your rescue and do what I can to assist
YOU.

The Premier adopted a rather myopic
outlook on that occasion, because if the
member for Warren could not move his
amendment, then it was quite capable of
being moved by another speaker from this
side; and so the debate on the amendment
would have proceeded, anyhow. Therefore
the attitude adopted was rather childish.
I deplore it, and I hope I never see it
again.

Mr O'Neil: Nobody could have moved
that amendment again, and You know It.

Mr HARMAN: The Premier, as has been
said on many occasions In this Chamber,
has developed an obsession about the Can-
berra Government and particularly about
the Prime Minister. On every possible
occasion he launches himself Into an
attack upon the Prime Minister for all the
adversity he suffers--or alleges to suffer-
in the State, and for all the shortcomings
and failures of his own Government and
its Inability to perform in Western Aus-
tralia. Once again he used the Governor's
Speech to vilify the Australian Govern-
ment--a practice which was condemned,
12 months ago. But, of course, the
Premier takes no notice of the traditions
we hold so dear. In fact, his actions are
symptomatic of a trend in the Liberal and
Country Parties throughout Australia: that
wherever possible they will break tradi-
tions and conventions so that they can get
their own way. We have seen this hap-
pening, and there is no need for me to
repeat the various actions taken not only
In the State of Western Australia, but In
the other States and in the Common-
wealth.

The Premier carries on like a babbling
brook. His statements are endless, and
when one takes the opportunity to exam-
ine them I am afraid one finds they
contain very little. Always pervading his
statements is the attitude: "I have to blame
somebody for my own Inability to Per-
form."

Mr Sodeman: What about the criticism
by your own leader of the Prime Minis-
ter?

Mr HARMAN: I1 would remind the
Premier this has been a trait amongst
mortals for thousands of years. Even
2 500 years ago Confucius was confronted
with the same problem, and he had this
to say-

This is certainly the limit!I I have
yet to meet a man who, on observ-
ing his own faults, blamed himself.

That was true 2 500 years ago, and It is
still true today. As I said, this trait is
quite common amongst mortals, and the
Premier is one who is exhibiting it quite
liberally today.

One of the main thrusts of the Prem-
ier's allegations seems to be that inflation
all started as a result of the election of
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the Australian labor Party as the Aus-
tralian Government at the end of 1972.

Mr Mensaros: That is very true, you
know.

Mr HARMAN-. Of course, that is not
true. I can demonstrate by a number of
statements where Inflation started, and
what has been done to combat or to mod-
erate it. Firstly we have to recognise in
a debate of this nature that the Austra-
lian Government has no power over
wages or prices. It sought such power
in aL referendum, blut It was opposed by
the Liberal and Country Parties of Aus-
tralia, and as we know the result of the
referendum was in the negative.

We must also appreciate that In 1971-
72 there was a record inflow of money
into Australia; there was an increase In
our exports and in the price of our
exports which also brought about an In-
crease in the Inflow of money. Certain
actions were taken by the then Liberal
Government which also produced this ef-
feet.

I would remind you, Sir, of what the
Treasurer (Dr Calmns) said in a speech to
the Australian Labor Party at Terrigal
recently. He said-

In 1972-73 money demand for Aus-
tralian exports rose by $2 000 million
and capital inflow rose by $3 000 mil-
lion. Upon the reserves basis this
vast inflow of money provided,
the banking system created Another
$2 000 million or so, and the Snedden
Budget of 1972 injected a large sur-
plus. in the prevailing world situa-
tion, inflation was bound to be the
result.

Of course, Dr Cairns continued on to say
that was the result. A little further on
in the same speech he made this com-
ment-

Inflation can be prevented only be-
fore It happens; not much afterwards.

That is quite a true statement and a
factual summation of what occurred in
1971-72. If you do not accept the com-
ments of Dr Cairns, Sir, I would refer you
to a small article Produced by the
Australian Association of Permanent
Building Societies, dated March. 1975.
The document Is known as the "National
Newsletter" of the building societies, and
I would assume that the economist who
wrote this article would not be in favour
of the Labor Party. This is what he
said-

Undoubtedly in the early phase the
increasing Inflation rate stemmed
from the rapid expansion in the
money supply during the 1972-73 fin-
ancial year. This expansion was
largely due to the favourable overall
Balance of Payments results, Includ-
ing record capital inflow during 191

and 1972 as the United States and
other countries embarked on a path
of monetary expansion.

So we have this situation of a record in-
flow of money into Australia occuring in
1971-72, and the Government of the day
taking no action to arrest that inflow or
to do anything at all about it.

This inflow, along with some other fac-
tors brought about the excess demand
which kicked off inflation in a dramatic
fashion early in 1973. When the Prime
Minister was addressing the Premiers on
the 14th February he said-

The current inflation originated in
extraordinary and unprecedented de-
velopmnents in the economy in the
recent past. The Previous Government,
for electoral reasons, allowed a rate
of monetary expansion which was
totally unjustifiable in Its rapidity
and which was mainly responsible for
the demand Inflation of 1972-73 and
the inevitable consequence of the cur-
rent cost inflation. This Is something
which should not be forgotten as we
analyse our present dftficulties.

Nobody seems to deny that that was what
really kicked off inflation in the latter
part of 1972 and the beginning of 1973.
How did the Australian Government face
up to this problem? It endeavoured to
dampen down Inflation. One of the ac-
tions it took was to appreciate the dollar,

Mr Young: Did that work?
Mr HARMAN: it introduced a variable

deposit scheme, which placed a large
Interest rate on moneys coming into Aus-
tralia for investment and, at the same
time, the Australian Government reduced
tariffs.

Mr Olarko: And ruined the textile in-
dustry-wiped It out!

Mr HARMAN: No, that is not the case.
one of the reasons for the reduction in
tariffs was to bring about a situation where
we would have sufficient goods available
in Australia to meet the demand prevalent
in the community at the timne.

Mr Clarko: Thousands were sacked!
Mr HARMAN: Members will recall that

last July we had a rapid import of cloth-
ing into Australia and quite a number of
firms were taking advantage of the 25 per
cent tariff reduction to mark up to pre-
vious levels clothing which had been im-
ported subject to the reduced tariff. I
asked our friend, the Minister for Labour
and Industry, whether he would do any-
thing about it, and he replied, "I am
sorry, but that Is not a matter for me to
do anything about." So. he did nothing.

Later, I asked the Minister whether he
would take some action about the marking
up of goods in supermarkets where an
article had been placed on a. supermarket
shelf bearing a tag of, for argument's
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sake 80o; and where a day or so later the
article would bear the price tag of D0e
and a few days later, it would be on dis-
play with a price tag of $1. In reply to
my request, the Minister said, "We will
have a look at it." I even quoted legis-
lation where this has been achieved In
other countries such as New Zealand and
America.

Mr Grayden: In other countries! What
would you have done?

Mr HARMAN: The Minister took no
action; he was not prepared to consider
this very serious problem. These were two
problems we encountered as a result of
the reduction in tariffs; namely, an in-
crease in mark-up by clothing retailers
and the marking up to current prices in
the supermarkets of goods purchased by
the supermarkets at the old prices.

It was left to the Australian Minister
for Science (Mr Morrison) to negotiate
with retail traders and arrive at an agree-
ment whereby such marking up in super-
markets would cease. Members will recall
that some months ago some publicity was
given to this achievement, and I con-
gratulate the Minister and the retail
traders for taking this step. However, I
do not give any marks to our Minister
for Labour and Industry for his inaction
at the time.

The initiatives to which I have referred
-namely, the appreciation of the dollar,
the introduction of the variable deposit
scheme, and the reduction in tariffs-
reduced the money flow, dampened de-
mand and increased the supply of goods.

Mr Young: Which Particular one solved
inflation?

Mr HARMAN: They were all part and
parcel of efforts made by the Australian
Government to reduce the excess demand.

Mr Young: When does It start working?

Mr HARMAN: At about the same time
inflation was raging, wages started to fol-
low prices and very quickly overtook them.
I quote again from the Prime Minister's
address to the Premiers on the 14th Feb-
ruary. Mr Whitlain said-

I acknowledge that our current in-
flation has been Pushed along by wage
increases that have far outpaced the
ability of firms to absorb through
productivity increases or, in the pre-
vailing economic climate, to pass on in
terms of even higher price rises. The
result has been a substantial squeeze
on profits which has led to a cut-back
In the scale of activity and the post-
ponement of many Investment pro-
jects. Thus the inflationary menace
remains a prime concern not least
because it has become inextricably
bound-up in the problem of unem-
ployment.

I should also like to refer to the comments
of Dr Cairns on this same question, so that
everything may be placed on the record.
Dr Cairns was addressing the Australian
Labor Party Conference at Terrigal, and
stated-

But wages began to follow cost of
living increases and soon passed them.
Average weekly earnings, most awards,
and pensions all Increased faster than
the consumer price Index.

Further on, Dr Cairns said-
As a consequence of this inflation,

increases in imports began to show
up. This was partly because of tariff
reductions, but much more because of
excess demand and excess cost In-
creases in Australia. However, in the
y ear to November, 1974, about half
the increase in available supplies in
Australia came from Imports.

I beleive that should be recognised-half
the Increase in the available supplies of
commodities came from imports.

Dr Calms makes this point-
It would be impossible to imagine

what the rate of increase in the cost
of living would have been If we had
not had half of the increase in our
total supplies.

We can all consider that proposition and
ask ourselves: What would have been the
cost of living Increase If we had not had
reduced tariffs and allowed this large
quautity of imnports to come into the coun-
try to meet the extra demand?

Mr Sodemnan: And Increase unemploy-
ment.

Mr Eryce: Your side has never been
worried about unemployment.

Mr Clarka: Your side increased unem-
ployment.

Mr Jamieson: Yes? 'What about 1971?
Mr HARMAN: Having seen what has

transpired on the question of inflation we
now come to the question of unemploy-
ment. Here we must really look at and
examine the credibility of the State Prem-
ier when he raises this question. We all
recall the famous statement made by our
Premier-

The simple answer-and the only
answer there has ever been-is to beat
the shortages that are driving up the
prices.

The answer to inflation on the home
front is to get back to Government in
Western Australia for Western Austra-
lia. If returned to Government, these
are the specific economic steps we will
take:

Mr Sodeman: If allowed.
Mr HARMAN: He did not say that. He

said that these were the specific steps he
would take. This Is what he said he would
do.
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Mr Bryce: He qualified that, did he not?
Mr HARMAN: No, I will get onto the

qualifications later. He went on to say-
Actively negotiate in Australia-and.

if necessary, abroad-for the supply of
any materials and equipment needed
to break the bottlenecks and get the
economy moving.

Restore the rate of migration in key
trades where lack of manpower is
slowing the economy down.

However he could not do that because he,
as the Premier of Western Australia, had
no power over immigration. That is the re-
sponsibility of the Australian Government.
The next item reads as follows--

Give leadership in the industrial and
commercial field to get trade training
and retraining conversion speeded UP.

One of the actions he took was to Join with
the Premier of Victoria in supporting the
Victorian Government to challenge the
Australian Government's assistance to the
States and one of the schemes Involved
was the retraining scheme introduced by
the Australian Goverrnent. The Premier
then went on to say-

Make sure existing industrial and
commercial facilities are being effec-
tively used and confer with all par-
ties Involved where better and ex-
panded use Is practicable.

In all of this there must be direct
and effective Ministerial and Govern-
ment concern if it is to get results.

That is all good sounding stuff. If he had
taken some positive action, which, in that
particular speech, he said he would take,
he would have found that the rate of un-
employment in Western Australia would
not have been nearly as high at it Is at
the moment.

I must admit that the Premier has an
excellent record when it comes to making
statements on unemployment. His track
record in this regard is fantastic. How-
ever, when we look for the action he Is
supposed to have taken, his performance
is dismal. Reading from Hansard of the
1st August, 1972, and talking about un-
employment, the Premier, who was then
the Leader of the Opposition. is reported
as having said-

The situation is that this State of
ours has the highest degree of un-
employment in Australia, and it is no
good the Premier saying that this Is
beyond his control because it would
not be beyond his control if he had
an adequate and satisfactory Gov-
ernment. Of course, we on this side
would love to have a State general
election. That would be the best way
we could show our confidence In our
philosophies and the results we could
produce. Being an astute Politician
the Treasurer knows that the stocks

of his party as a State Government in
Western Australia have never been
lower,

Several members interjected.
Mr HARMAN: Last year I suggested to

some of the newer members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House that if they
looked and listened they might learn
something. I am sorry to say that they
have not taken my advice, but I repeat
the suggestion to them again. I am being
bombarded on my left flank and I am
not getting very much assistance. How-
ever, I return to the very point that Sir
Charles Court made in 1972, when he
stated-

If we were in Government at the
present time we would not be content
with the situation that exists, with
such a large amount of idle skilled
capacity in the work force and in the
engineering establishments We would
be out trying to do everything we
could in conjunction with these com-
panies-not taking them over-to
obtain export orders. We have come
a long way In engineering skills in a
decade.

What a lot of rubbish that is! That is
pure talk, because now that the Premier
has been in office for at least 12 months,
his actions to combat unemployment in
Western Australia have been dismal.

Mr Bryce: He has fallen flat on his
f ace.

Mr HARMAN: I am Indebted to the
member for Ascot because, when making a
speech on an amendment the other even-
ing, he made some reference to a state-
ment by the Premier which was also made
in 1972. On that occasion-the lO~l'
August, 1972-he is reported on page 2579
of Mansard as stating-

We must create employment oppor-
tunities for young people. If we are
given the opportunity to perform wE
will solve the problem. It will not be
overcome by the Government's meth-
ods. The Attorney- General says we
can speak this way because we have
not got the responsibility. We would
love to have the responsibility to shovL
what can be done by a Governmenl
with the right philosophy. I would be
prepared to stake my reputation or
success.

At this point, the member for Kalgoorlie
interjected-

How long would it take you to dc
it?

The present Premier then replied-
Within six months of getting bacb

into office and sorting out some of the
mess which has been created. Al
least we would restore confidence anc
get the people spending money anm
expanding industries. By doing tht
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we would create full employment. The
Government is just waiting, like
Micawber, for something to turn up.

That is the crux of his statement: This Is
the State's responsibility! He said that
in 1972. Sir Charles was elected in March,
1974, and he has been Premier of this
State for 12 months and now unemploy-
ment is at its highest level ever in West-
emn Australia. We listen, and we hope,
that the Premier 'will be able to do some-
thing about unemployment because of the
statements he has made.

The Premier said that the simple answer
to inflation was to put things right. This
was the big slogan that was made during
the last election-"Put us back into Gov-
ernment and we will put things right."
We have all been waiting for our Premier,
who makes these alarming statements but
who does not take any positive action, to
put things right. However, we have been
waiting in vain. I feel sorry for the people
In this State, because they did have some
expectation that the Premier would be
able to do something to put things right,
but he has been unable to do anything.

He did not place any qualifications on
his statement. He said he 'would do that,
and he said It was a State responsibility.
For reasons best known to himself he is
prepared to abdicate and to walk away
from his responsibilities, and has done
nothing to relieve unemployment in this
State.

Earlier I referred to the comments of
the Premier as something akin to a bab-
bling brook and an endless stream of
statements. I would now like to refer
to some promises which he made in his
election speech. I have referred to one
of his statements, which Is as follows-

The simple answer to inflation is
to beat the shortages that are driving
up prices.

Another of his statements was-
We need a Government here that

stands up to Canberra.
Further on in the same speech which he
delivered on the Channel 7 programme he
said-

We are getting a strong message, a
message to Put things right-put
things right with homes, hard to get,
hard to pay for, and strikes. There
has surely got to be a better way.

Ctake very strong exception to the fol-
.owing statement which the Premier made
in his television spectacular-

For low income earners we've got
a practical plan to help them get both
home and land. The big barriers
are finding a deposit and making
weekly payments. We will overcome
this by giving low income families
a, Government guarantee and negoti-
ating an arrangement with home
lenders.

There was the crux of that deliberate
statement of the Premier, and he can
deny it if he wishes--

For low income earners we've got
a practical plan to help them get
both home and land.

The other night, in answer to a ques-
tion asked by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Premier admitted that his Gov-
ernment did not have a plan. It has
requested a housing study group to find
ways of developing some plan, and ap-
parently the study group has come up
with some type of report. However, the
Premier did not have a plan in March,
1974, but in his policy speech he said,
"We've got a practical plan". It is a far-
rage of fiction and falsehoods. It makes
me feel that the people of Western AuS-
tralia, particularly those in country
areas, were conned in the 1974 election by
the farrago of fiction and falsehoods that
I have mentioned. This policy speech of
the Premier ought to be set reading for
anyone desiring to undertake a course in
political confidence tricks.

Another statement the Premier made
was--

Special help will be given, both fin-
ancial and technical, for small busi-
nesses and for local enterprise.

We have not heard any more about that.
Another statement he made in his policy
speech was--

You will notice we have made no
extravagant promises with your tax
money-I repeat-with your tax
money, because Governments are in-
clined to overlook this.

We are concentrating on better
ideas, better plans, better manage-
ment, better results.

If that is what he has been concentrating
on, why Is it that in Western Australia we
find the highest cost of living of any
capital city in Australia, and a record rate
of unemployment? We have heard some
arguments about the Cost of living, and in
this regard I refer to the figures contained
in the Consumer Price index for the
December quarter, 1974. The publication is
put out by the Australian Bureau of
Census Statistics, Canberra.

Part IV of that document deals with the
percentage change in the cost of living
from the December quarter of the preced-
ing year for the capital cities of Australia.
For Sydney for the December quarter,
1972-73, the change was an increase of 4.8
per cent; for Perth the change was an
increase of 4 per cent;, and so on, For the
December quarter, 1974-75, the change for
Sydney was an increase of 15.8 per cent;
and for Perth the change was an Increase
of 18 per cent.
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What I would like to do Is to have this
table relating to the Consumer Price Index
incorporated in may speech in Hansard,
and I ask leave of the House to enable
that to be done.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Old): I
am afraid that request cannot be granted.

Mr HARMAN?: I have not the time to go
through the table in detail. A statement
has been made to the effect that the cost
of living in Western Australia has not
risen by 18 per cent. All I want to do is
to refer members to this table relating to
the Consumer Price index. I repeat that
for the December quarter, 1974-75, the
increase for Perth Is 18 per cent; for Svd-
ney the increase is 15.8 per cent; for Mel-
bourne the increase is 16 per cent; for
Brisbane the Increase is 15.7 per cent; for
Adelaide the increase is 17.3 per cent; for
Hobart the Increase is also 17.3 per cent:
and for Canberra the increase is 15.6 per
cent.

An examination of these figures will
reveal that the change In the Consumer
Price Index for Perth for the December
quarter, 1972-73, was an increase of 4 per
cent, and for the December quarter, 1974-
75, an increase of 18 per cent.

Mr Grayden: What was the increase for
Adelaide?

Mr HARMAN* For Adelaide the change
was an increase of 4.4 per cent to an in-
crease of 17.3 per cent for the December
quarter, 1972-73, and the December
quarter, 1974-75 respectively. Prom that
table we can see that Perth has the high-
est cost of living Increase of the capital
cities. We find that, against the Premier's
promise that he would solve Inflation and
unemployment, and put things right. How
anyone cart accept that sort of promise, I
do not know. If the Premier makes a
similar promise no-one should accept It.

I am reminded of a statement made by
Mr Macmillan, a former Prime Minister
of England, who said, "A politician can
operate with a mask, but the people will
soon discover the real person." What re-
assures me Is the saying that one can fool
some people some of the time, but not all
the people all the time. I think some of
the people of Western Australia were
conned by the Premier's promises in 1974.
They now realise that they have been sub-
jected to a confidence trick.

I am sure that when the State election
comes around in 1977 the people will do
something about putting their votes where
those votes count. I do not know how
much time I have left.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Old):
Eight more minutes.

Mr HARMAN?: I have referred to the
record of the Premier, but I would now
like to quote from one of the sayings of
Confucius, and this relates to what I have
been saying about the eloquence of the

Premier and the endless stream of utter-
ances he makes. On one occasion when
a question was put to hinm, Confucius had
this to say-

Of what use is eloquence? He who
engages In fluency of words to control
men often finds himself hated by
them.

I leave the Premier with that quotation to
consider before he makes future state-
ments to the people of Western Australi.

The other day In the mail I received a
verse from a constituent and I believe I
should read it. It is as follows--

Peace perfect peace in this fair
world of ours, "Cassius Clay Court"
has shut his silly mouth. We thank
all heavenly powers.

With apologies to the constituent!
What I have tried to demonstrate to the

House is that Inflation has brought many
problems to Australia. It is not something
started by the ALP Government. It is a
world-wide phenomenon.

Mr Clarko: But not at this rate.
Mr HARMAN: It is attributable to fac-

tors which were first evident back in 1971-
72.

Mr Clarko: Incorrect.
Mr HARMAN: I also wanted to Illustrate

to this House the attitude and the per-
formance of our own Premier who said
that he could deal with inflation and
unemployment. On both aspects, but
particularly unemployment, he said that
these are State responsibilities, but des-
pite this, he has not taken the necessary
action in the circumstances to relieve the
unemployment situation which exists in
Western Australia. He has also failed to
do anything about inflation with the
result that this State of ours has the high-
est cost of living of any capital in Austra-
lia.

Amendment to Motion
I therefore find it necessary to move an

amendment as follows--
That the following words be added

to the motion-
;but we regret to have to inform
your Excellency that we are con-
cerned that the Government of
Western Australia has failed to
honour electoral undertakings
and, more particularly, has not
responded to unemployment or
endeavoured to moderate the rate
of inflation in Western Australia.

Mr H. 1). EVANS: I formally second the
motion,

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) 1 9.23 p.m.]: We
have just heard the amendment which
the member for Maylands has moved. It
Is an idiotic amendment.
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Mr Bertram: Who Is Idiotic?
Mr Sodeman: You are.
Mr GRAYDEN: We have only to read

it-
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! There must be

no concerted attempts by any group to try
to prevent a member or Minister from
speaking. I have said before that the Inter-
jection is a weapon which can be used,
but concerted attempts are highly dis-
orderly and cannot be countenanced in
this House.

Mr GRAYDEN: If members read the
amendment they will realise its absurdity.
It is as follows--

That the following words be added
to the motion-

*but we regret to have to lnform
your Excellency that we are con-
cerned that the Government of
Western Australia has failed to
honour electoral undertakings
and, more particularly, has not
responded to unemployment or
endeavoured to moderate the rate
of inflation In Western Australia.

Unfortunately I was making a phone call
when the member for Maylands first com-
menced to speak and I entered the Cham-
ber when he was halfway through his
remarks concerning the marking up of
goods In shops. He was speaking in a way
which indicated he thought that what the
Commonwealth Government had done in
respect of this In co-operation with re-
tailers was a great achievement. On the
contrary, it is something which any reput-
able retailer does automatically and any
sort of arrangement entered into by the
Commonwealth Government and the re-
tailers means virtually nothing. If
retailers want to put high prices on their
goods when they first mark them up, they
can do so, and they do do so for many
reasons. We have all had the experience
of shopping prior to Christmas when
goods are relatively expensive. However,
immediately after Christmas when the
season changes goods are marked
down to half their value. Quite often they
are sold well below cost price.

Exactly the same thing happens with,
for instance, women's fashions. Clothes
are bought at very high prices overseas
and a certain margin is placed on them.
Then, when the season changes, say, from
winter to summer, the winter goods are
practically given away with huge losses
to the shops.

We are getting guffaws from the Oppo-
sition. If members opposite want proof
they have It before their very eyes in this
State with Tom the Cheap Grocer, one
individual who set out to give Western
Australians relatively cheap groceries. He
did so. all right, but this year 45 of Tom's

shops will close in this State with all the
consequent unemployment that will cre-
ate.

Mr Bertram: You should not be bragg-
ing about that.

Mr GRAYDEN: This Is one of the stores
about which the member for Maylands
was talking when he referred to the mark-
ing up of goods. It was a great achieve-
ment for the Commonwealth Government
to prevent a store such as Tom's making
alterations to prices-a great achievement!
Goodness gracious me!

Of course we can go far beyond Tom,
If the member for Maylands would look
at virtually any of the small retail out-
lets In Perth or the suburbs he would
realise that in many cases they are exist-
ing only by the skin of their teeth. Many
of them are running at a great loss.

Mr Harman: Who told you that?
Mr GRAYDEN: Yet he is the one who

constantly criticises the prices of goods
that they are selling. Notwithstanding
those prices, shops are still going broke
daily. I am, of course, referring to small
enterprises.

Mr Bertram: What are you doing to
help them?

Mr GRAYDEN: I suggest that if the
member for Maylands were to walk around
the city and suburbs he would not find
one small business which Is doing well in
the present climate caused, of course, by
the policies of the Federal Government.

Mr Bertram What are you doing to help
them?

Mr O'Nteil-. Trying to get rid of the
Federal Government.

Mr GRAYDEN: What we are trying to
do is to bring about a change of Federal
Government.

Mr Bertram: You have no hope of doing
that, so why not try something else?

Mr O'Neil: Don't you believe it.
Mr GRAYDEN: When a change of Goy-

ermnent occurs in Canberra, the economic
situation in Australia will alter overnight

mhe alternative to the policy we have in
Western Australia at the present time in
respect of the price of goods is price
fixing. I do not know whether the mem-
ber for Maylands Is advocating that.

Mr Harman: Selective price fixing.
Mr GRAYDEN: I am glad the member

for Maylands qualifies It because he is old
enough to recall the experiments which
were made in price fixing in Australia,
and he wml recall what happened to a
previous Labor Government which em-
braced price fixing. It went out mainly on
that issue.

Mr Bertram: You fix prices yourself.
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Mr GRAYDEN I wish to get away from
this subject, because it is not worth talk-
ing about. When we have the example of
Tom the Cheap Grocer before us in West-
ern Australia, with 45 shops closing this
year, and when small retailers throughout
Western Australia are In such dire straits,
there is no point in talking about the
cost of goods In shops.

Let us get on to the question of tariffs,
and the comment by the member for May-
lands that costs would have increased had
it not been for the tariff policy of the
Commonwealth Government. Up to a
point that is an acceptable state-
ment and I go along with it. How-
ever, of course, any benefits that
accrued as a consequence of the reduc-
tion in tariffs were immediately offset by
the wasteful and lavish expenditure by
the Commonwealth Government and the
creation of a huge pool of unemployed
throughout Australia. Many other adminis-
trative acts also helped to cause the pres-
ent economic climate in this country. So, of
course, any benefits were completely offset.
The reduction of tariffs In Australia cre-
ated a huge pool of unemployed which
formed the basis of the second part of
the speech made by the member for May-
lands.

His comments in respect of the unem-
ployed virtually stagger me. We know
that in this State, project after project
would get off the ground and provide em-
ployment for many thousands of workers--

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Name one such pro-
ject.

Mr GRAYDEN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition says, "Name one such project".

Mr Bryce: We are waiting.
Mr GRAYDEN: We are at the mercy of

Commonwealth policies. I am astonished
at the fact that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion should be so lacking in his knowledge
of what is happening in this State.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I asked the M4inister
to name one.

Mr GRAYDEN: To even suggest that
one could not name such a project shows
a lack of knowledge. The unemployment
situation is purely a. consequence of the
policy exercised by the Commonwealth
Government. Let us look at the timber in-
dustry in the south-west.

Mr Bertram: The price of timber has
been increased.

Mr GRAYDEN: Every skilled man who
comes into this country creates work for
five others. The timber industry needs 125
skilled workers. Immediately they come to
this country-and they are prevented by
the Commonwealth Government-extra
Jobs will be created.

On the eastern goldfields the mining
industry requires an additional 700 skilled
men. That figure has now Increased to

1 000 men and, as I have said previously,
every skilled man who is employed creates
work for another five men. However, the
policy of the Federal Government denies
the mining companies an opportunity to
bring skilled tradesmen to Australia.

Exactly the same situation applies in
the Pilbara. A few weeks ago the iron ore
industry required an additional 700 skilled
men, If we were able to bring to Australia
1 000 skilled men they would create an ad-
ditional 5 000 jobs. When we observe a
situation such as that we realise what Is
happening throughout the mining Indus-
try.

We can see what Is happening to Indus-
try generally. Businessmen have no confi-
dence in the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment and they are not expanding. The
unemployment position will get even worse
in the next few weeks and months.

Not very long ago the President of the
Australian Council of Trade Unions (Mr
Bob Hawke) talked in terms of unemploy-
ment reaching 200 000, and that figure
being completely unacceptable in Aus-
tralia. Imagine a statement being made
to the effect that the Commonwealth
Labor Government would resign in those
circumstances.

Mr Bryce: Bob Hawke did not say that.
Mr GRAYDEN; He said something along

those lines.
Mr O'Neil: The Federal Minister for

Labor and immigration (Mr Cameron)
said he would resign.

Mr GRAYDEN: That was in addition
to the other statement. Mr Cameron
said he would resign if the unemployment
figure reached 200 000.

Mr O'Connor: He went back on his
word.

Mr GRAYDEN: When the Federal Min-
ister for Labor and Immigration (Mr
Cameron) saw the figure reach 200 000 and
then creep up to 300 000. he somer-
saulted on the firm assurance which he
gave previously that he would resign if
the figure went to 200 000.

Getting back to the statement made by
the President of the ACTU, Mr Bob Hawke
said words to the effect-I cannot remem-
ber his exact words-that a figure of
200 000 unemployed would be completely
unacceptable to the Commonwealth Labor
Government. However, the position now
is that the figure is nearer 300 000 and it Is
likely to get Infinitely worse. Those figures
are a consequence of the policies en-
tered Into and practised by the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr Bryce: Nonsense!
Mr GRAYDEN: The Commonwealth

tariff policies alone have put scores of
people out of work in the clothing and
textile industries. Thousands are out of
work in Tasmania, Victoria, and South
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Australia, and hundreds are out of work
in this State. The same situation applies
in respect of many other industries, such
as the automotive industry. The present
position has arisen because of the policy
of the Commonwealth Government. The
figures are available for all to see and It
is nonsensical for the member for May-
lands even to criticise the State Govern-
ment for being in any way responsible for
the unemployment position. It is comn-
pletely outside the control of the State
Government in the present circumstances.

Mr Bryce: Your Premier did not say
that.

Mr GRAYDEN: Were the Federal Gov-
ernment to change to a non-Labor Gov-
ernment, the economic situation would
improve overnight. We would have a dra-
matic change. Let us look at the latest
employment figures for Western Australia
which give the lie to many of the state-
ments made by the member for Maylands.
These figures were released only a few
days ago.

The fall in unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia, last month, totalled 1619; that is,
the registered unemployed fell by 6.3 per
cent, the biggest percentage of all the
States.

Mr Bryce: What is the number of those
still unemployed?

Mr GRAYEIEN: Let us examine the
figures. in seasonally adjusted terms only
Western Australia, of all the States of the
Commonwealth, recorded a drop in un-
employment for the month of February.
yet the member for Maylands criticises.
the record of the present Government in
this respect. Western Australia recorded
a drop of 1.4 per cent in seasonally ad-
justed terms. That is a remarkable
achievement--

Mr J. T. Tonkin: We are still left with
the highest number of unemployed.

Mr GRAYDEN: -especially when com-
pared with the rest of Australia which
had a rise of 8 per cent. These figures are
available to members, and I hope to table
them tomorrow. As I said, Western Aus-
tralia recorded a drop of 1.4 per cent in
seasonally adjusted terms compared with
the rest of Australia, which had a rise
of 8 per cent.

Mr Bryce: What percentage of the work
force is still unemployed?

Mr GRAYDEN: only South Australia
and Western Australia recorded an in-
crease in the actual number of unfilled
vacancies during February.

Mr Clarko: Very good.
Mr GRAYDEN: Western Australia In-

creased job vacancies by '154, an increase
of 26.5 per cent. Goodness gracious me!
That is an example of what the Govern-
ment is doing in respect of unemployment.
The figures which I have quoted are the

most favourable of all the States In Aus-
tralia, and yet the member for Maylands
criticises the State Government for its
record in respect of unemployment and
has the audacity-I cannot help but refer
to it as such-to move a censure motion
which attacks the State Government for
not responding to the unemployment situ-
ation. In the circumstances I do not think
there is much point in pursuing the
matter.

The statements made by the member
for Maylands are belled by the facts which
have been published and are available for
all to see, In those circumstances the
House has no alternative but to reject out
of hand, a censure motion of this kind.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [0.40 p.m.]:,
I am indeed pleased that the opportunity
has been presented to me to speak follow-
ing the Minister's diatribe on the unemn-
ployment situation and the efforts of the
Government of which he is a Minister in
respect of that matter. if ever I have heard
a misreading of available statistical infor-
mnation and analyses on unemployment, I
have heard it tonight, I hazard a guess
that a child at primary school would have
made a better effort than the Minister has
made on the figures available. He, like
many other people, fell into the trap of
using figures as an argument and as a
weapon with which to belt us over the
head. Anyone who has worked in the
realm of advocacy in many fields of en-
deavour, as I have, knows it is wise to
look at the other side of the penny. To
take the figures for one month only, as a
starting point-

Mr Grayden: These are the latest
figures.

Mr SKIDMORE: I agree with the Min-
ister that he used the latest figures. 1
thought I made that plain, but he Is
obviously not aware of what he said ori-
ginally. It seems he wants to be reassured
all the time, so I reassure the Minister
that they were the latest figures.

When considering the way in which the
flgure3 were used, one could perhaps ask
whether or not this Governiment could
claim it has in some way contributed to
the fall in unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia. We challenged the Minister to tell
us Just one project the Government has
got off the ground in the last six months
which has brought about the reduction in
unemployment. We got from the Minister
absolutely nothing. He chose to tell us
there were vacancies for 120 skilled work-
ers In the timber industry. One might
perhaps ask why 120 workers are re-
quired in that particular industry. Why
do workers not want to work in the timber
industry? Could it be because of the low
wages paid In the Industry? Could that
fact alone deter many tradesmen?

The member for Pilbara will say there
are 700 vacancies for kcilled workers in
the north. I pose the same questions. The
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wages of those workers for a 40-hour week
are f ar better than the wages paid to the
timber workers, and the only reason
skilled workers stay in the north is that
overtime is available, Overtime has been
cut down and the big money is no longer
available in the north, so skilled workers
will not go up there.

Mr Sodeman: There is still overtime
available to the skilled workers.

Mr SKIDMORE: I suggest the honour-
able member and I should make a trip to
Mt. Newman to find out whether or not
his statement can be substantiated. I will
take the honourable member up there and
he can make his speech in the House.

Mr Sodeman: I have Just come back
from there.

Mr SKIDMORE: I now turn to a state-
ment which was made in this House by
a member who I take it was at that time
aspiring to be Premier. The statement Is
reported on page 2577 of Hansard for 1972,
and it reads-

That in the opinion of this House:-
(a) In spite of considerable finan-

cial assistance running at a,
record level from the Com-
monwealth Government-

I emphasise the record level of money
coming from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. He continues--

-the State Government has
proved incapable of arresting
the increase in unemployment
in Western Australia with the
result that this State has a
much higher rate of un-
employment than any other
State in the Commonwealth.

Mr Sodeman: Based on one month's
figures.

Mr SKIDMORE: To continue-
(b) The Government has lost the

confidence of industry and
commerce from where the
Main impetus for restoration
of economic growth must
eventually come.

(c) As a result of the foregoing
and the other inadequacies of
the Government, it no longer
enjoys the confidence of this
House.

He went on to say-
I believe that the Opposition would

be falling in its duty if it did not
move this motion at this time. The
Government is obviously bereft of any
solution to overcome the worsening
unemployment situation. If it had any
ideas they would surely have been
trotted out long ago.

I merely suggest to the Premier of this
State, who said those 'words in August.
1972, It Is about time he started to trot
out some of the projects which have been

in the pipeline and which will assist this
State to relieve its unemployment situa-
tion.

I will not be extravagant in the terms
I use in regard to unemployment. I will not
wave my hands around and quote figures--
saying, "There are 1 000 unemployed here
and 1 000 unemployed there"-_without
substantiating them. A number of people
who were unemployed have secured jobs
in Western Australia. Let us try to be
truthful, When using statistics we should
let them work for us, not against us. There
is a lesson the Minister could learn. He
could attend some of the Trades and
Labor Council's schools on industrial
relations and gain some knowledge.

The amendment which has been moved
to the Address-in -Reply says the Govern-
ment has not honoured its electoral under-
takings and, more Particularly, has not
responded to unemployment. I would like
to refer to quite a few quotations in put-
ting my argument that there is no quality
or sincerity in the effort of this Govern-
ment to overcome unemployment in this
State. it has rested on its perpetual petty
carping and criticism of the best Austra-
lian Government we have had in a decade.

Mr Clarko: It is the wvorst Government
we have ever had.

Mr SKIDMORE: The honourable mem-
ber is entitled to his opinion. The interna-
tional market has caused a slump in our
exports, which has brought the farming
community to its knees. In addition, it
has caused the economy of the interna-
tional cartels and the iron ore companies'
to be continually lowered because of the
system under which they work whereby
they arc forced to accept less for their
iron ore. Several months ago I spoke about
the international markets, and I will not
say any more about them other than that
they play an important part in the eco-
nomy of the country.

If any Government members do not
agree, they have a golden opportunity
to get off the rear portion of their
anatomy-

Mr Clarko: Do you read the cartoons?
Mr SKIDMORE: I have more fruitful

things to do. I do smile at times, and I feel a
smile is a good thing. I would like to
refer to an article which appeared in the
Press on the 13th January, 1975. It stated
that the number out of work last month-
which obviously referred to December,
1974-rose by nearly 70 000, a lump of
nearly 40 per cent on the last figures. I
get no pride from speaking of any of my
fellow men who are out of work, but the
joy of the Government seems to be abun-
dant when its members say, "There are
300 000 people out of work. Next week
there will be 320 000, and the month after
400 000 will be out of work." If that is
the criterion on which they base their
blame of the Commonwealth Govern-
rnent-

Mr Clarko: That is right.
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Mr SKIDMORE: -and that is all they
Say-

Mr Clarko: You are right again.
Mr SKIDMORE: -1 will simply ask:

What has the Australian Government done
to attempt to right the unemployment
situation-

Mr Clarko: Nothing.
Mr SKIDMORE: -not only in this

State, but in every State?
Mr Clarko: Nothing.
Mr SKIDMORE: It is almost like the

parrot I have at home. As I said previ-
ously, it has a very limited vocabulary.
It says, "Kiss cocky", and nothing else.

Mr Clarko: The Federal Government
admits its unemployment record is dis-
graceful. It says so itself.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will return to the
question I raised in regard to unemploy-
ment, if the member could be quiet for a
little while. I would like to refer to an
article dealing with the original estimate
for the RED Scheme. The figure given by
Mr Cameron at the time he mentioned
the '76 000 increase in unemployment fig-
ures was $25 million for a whole year.

The State Government said just recently
that the Australian Government had done
nothing to relieve unemployment. In fact,
it has granted many millions of dollars,
and, I would hazard a guess that more
than $25 million has now been allocated
to the RED Scheme whereby unemployed
people in Western Australia can be paid
to work at jobs useful to local authorities.
All we hear from the other side of the
House, and from local government, is carp-
Ing criticism of the Australian Govern-
ment scheme. We have heard these
statements, "It won't work. We can't make
it work. The red tape is too long. You
can't cut the red tape with a blunt knife."
And so on and on ad infinitum. One al-
most becomes sickened when one sees the
non-acceptance of the money which is
available to these local authorities If they
want to use it. I believe some local author-
ities have not desired to avail themselves
of any money allocated for the purpose of
seeking some redress for the unemploy-
ment In their areas. Some of the schemes
which have been put up by local author-
ities are a scandal, especially considered
alongside some really magnificent efforts.
The local authorities which have embraced
the scheme have received their fair share
of the money available to relieve unem-
ployment.

Mr Nanovich: Which ones?

Mr SKIDMORE: That is something
which the Australian Government has
done in regard to unemployment. I do not
intend to name the shires because I do not
feel this is the appropriate time to do so.
I would be quite happy to give these facts
and figures to any Interested member. It

is no secret that I, as a member of Parlia-
ment, have complained to certain shires
about their inability to Put forward a
well-sustained plan to claim the funds
from the Australian Government.

When we come to the other areas
where the State Government claims
the Australian Government has made
no achievements, I would like to
refer to an article which appeared
In the Press on the 14th January,
1975. We were informed that $100 000
was given to the RED Scheme for an
immediate go ahead with no strings at-
tached so that unemployment could be
relieved. According to the Minister, this is
a Government that does nothing, and it
is continually slated by the Government
of Western Australia.

We are told continually that the Austra-
lian Government does not contribute to
the welfare of its workers. What sheer
hypocrisy for any Government, as a res-
ponsible Government, to make such claims
when the facts and figures prove other-
wise. I have mentioned only two facets
of the Australian Government's aid, but
there are many more I could mention. In
fact, there are so many that it becomes
almost sickening to have to listen to the
continual carping criticism of the State
Government in relation to the Australian
Government. I repeat: I am proud that a
Labor Government occupies the Federal
Treasury bench. It is a good Government.
but it is faced with an unfavourable world
economic situation which it has started to
overcome, and which it is overcoming.
The unemployment figures are coming
down.

Mr Grayden: Only in this State.

Mr SKIDMORE: I might ask the Min-
ister to name some of the projects where
he can say directly, "See, 300 men were
employed here, and 300 men were em-
ployed there." He could not do it, because
this Government has not got any major
projects off the ground. As a matter of
fact, I am led to believe that very shortly
the Premier and the Minister for Indus-
trial Development are to go overseas to
try to whip up some enthusiasm amongst
the buyers for our iron ore.

Mr Bryce: And our apples.

Mr SKIDMORE: Yes, and apples also.
This Is an attempt at this late hour to
get the State Government out of its mess.
We say to our Government, "What have
You done since January of this year, or
since You became the Government?" The
answer in regard to the question of the
Government's endeavour to seek relief for
unemployment Is that it has done absol-
utely nothing. The Australian Government
is the whipping horse.

Mr Grayden: What about the increase
In unfilled jobs?
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Mr SKIDMORE: I will come to the
Minister In a moment, because he is the
easiest of my problems in this House. If
everybody were as easy to handle as he is,
I would have an easy ride.

The Minister raised the question of
Increased prices and the right of the
retailer to mark up goods as he likes.
I would like to remind the Minister of
the Problem associated with his remarks,
and I am referring to his abortive effort
to provide for late night shopping on,
of all nights, this very night. On page
2 of today's Issue of the Daily News we
see-

Mr Laurance: The comic strip!
Mr SK33DMORE: I find that my level

of intelligence Just does not get down
to the comic strip. The article to which
I wish to refer reads as follows--

A spokesman for Coles and K-Mart
stores said they would follow the
RTA recommendation.

As members know, that Is the Retail
Traders' Association. The article con-
tinues-

The State manager, Mr Len 1kmn,
said: "it is company policy that we
do not favour an extension of pre-
sent trading hours.

"We can't afford it at the moment
because it would substantially in-
crease costs."

Mr Grayden: Which is untrue, of
course.

Mr SKIDMORE: Oh, Mr Speaker, if
ever I heard an utterance that would
stagger the imagination of even the
veriest tyro in any assembly, least of all
this Parliament House, that is it.

Mr Grayden: Hall of 1 per cent is the
figure.

Mr SKIDMORE: Now I remember,
when the Minister made that remark
some few weeks ago, it had nothing to
do with the staff working overtime and
late trading hours at all. The figure
was based on an assumption-and cor-
rectly based, I make that point-that
what the retailers would do, and what
they have done In the States which have
introduced late night shopping, would be
to fulfil the obligation to the public by in-
creasing prices over the whole range of
goods, daytime or nighttime. The con-
sumers pay the same price whenever
they purchase their goods. If the Minis-
ter denies that this Is so, I ask him to
look again at the figures.

When we come to the situation in
Westrrn Australia, there is every
reason to say that with late night trad-
ing someone must pay for the overtime
worked.

Mdr Orayden: Half of 1 per cent.

Mr SKIDMORE: Even If staff were
paid ordinary time-and I do not think
they would agree to this-the price of
goods would be Increased, I do not wish
to dwell on that point for too long, but
I wished to show the type of shallow
issue raised by the Minister for Labour
and Industry in regard to the amend-
ment. I wish to point out to the people
of Western Australia that this Govern-
ment is simply not reasonable in its
attitude when it challenges us, as the
Opposition, to say that it has failed in its
duty.

Mr Grayden: Do you realise it happened
in South Australia under a Labor Govern-
ment?

Mr SKIDMORE: I am continually re-
ceiving interjections about South Australia
from the Minister. if he will be patient
I will be quite happy to study the statis-
tical evidence relating to South Australia
up to February, 1975--If I have the time,
but it could be that I will run out of time.

Mr Grayden: Do you realise it is the
working men and women who benefit from
night shopping?

Mr SKIDMORE: If only I could get the
message across to the Minister. I said a
moment ago that I had finished with the
matter. if he would like to leave it for
the moment I will be quite happy to refer
to it on another occasion.

On page 13 of the file before me appears
a notation that some money was Provided
by this much-maligned Australian Govern-
ment. it says that $339 000 was provided
in new job aid. That was on the 21st
January, 1975. Again this is an indication
that the money was for the purpose of
the Regional Employment Development
Scheme and it was over and above the
$100 000-odd I mentioned previously.
Money has been coming forward from the
Australian Government in ever-increasing
amounts for projects approved under the
RED Scheme.

The reason I said previously that the
greatest possible effort has not been made
in connection with this scheme is that
some shires have certainly tried to ensure
that the scheme is not successful. If any-
body doubts what I am sayinug, I would
suggest that he read the editorials in the
local government journals to see what
local authorities are saying about the RED
Scheme. I will not read their comments
to members opposite because it seems to
me they should do their own homework
before they criticise the Australian Gov-
ernment for its efforts in respect of un-
employment. No credit can be claimed by
members opposite for one iota of effort
on the part of the Western Australian
Government since it has been in power.
Not one thing has it done to ralieve the
situation of the unemployed in Western
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Australia. I could go on and on quoting
various amounts of money that have been
made available for projects int Western
Australia,

I would like to refer to the money given
to the State Government for the purpose
of many fine innovations in the field of
education, which is most conveniently
forgotten by the Government. I will not
delay the House by citing the figures, be-
cause they are well known to each of us.
A great deal of those funds has been used
for the upgrading of schools. Recently a
complete analysis of this spending was
issued by the Federal department, and it
is well known to all members. Here again,
no credit whatsoever can be given to the
State Government for its efforts in respect
of unemployment.

I come back to the Minister's remarks
about the 700 skilled workers who arc
needed in the Pilbara. I am sorry the
Minister is not present at the moment,
because I challenge his statement. I do
not believe there are vacancies for 700
skilled workers in the Pilbara, at all. Cer-
tainly there would be 700 vacancies and
possibly more in the Pilbara, but not all
for skilled workers. Of the workers re-
quired by iron ore companies, skilled
workers represent a small minority. The
great majority are workers who undertake
Jobs to learn to become skilled. The
original vacancy is not in the skilled field
at all.

Workers in the Pilbara have the incen-
tive to gain promotion and to progress
from being labourers through various
stages until they become skilled workers.
What causes a worker who has spent two
years on becoming skilled in iron ore
work suddenly to say to himself, "I do not
want to stay here any longer. This money
is not for me: I will get out."? It is quite
simple. The cause is the isolation of the
Pilbara and its effect upon family life.
One does not dare go outside and speak
to one's neighbour for fear that someone
will think one is stepping on his ground.
A person can get into an argument that
quickly that it is not funny. One must
be careful when walking down the street
to ensure that one does not offend another
person. The company town atmosphere is
prevalent to such an extent that workers
do not wish to remain for more than two
or three years.

Some workers do stay longer, but the
great majority of them get out after about
two years. Good jobs are available in the
metropolitan area for skilled tradesmen
who leave the iron ore industry in the
Pilbara. There Is no shortage of work for
skilled people in Western Australia. So
that gives the lie to the argument used by
the Minister about the 700 skilled workers
needed in the Pilbara. That is merely a
fancy figure just like the other figures the
Minister is prone to pluck from thin air.

Mr Grayden: Those figures came direct
from the iron ore companies.

Mr SKIDMORE* I would not believe all
that the iron ore companies told me. If
the workers were to believe the Iron ore
companies, they would wonder why they
ever become dissatisfied. When we con-
sider the wage structure in the Pilbara, we
find that the 40-hour wage for a trades-
man there is less than the 40-hour wage
for a tradesman in the metropolitan area.
So one would not wonder for too long why
skilled workers are leaving the industry.

Mr Orayden: Many hundreds of people
are anxious to come half way across the
world to work there.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will take up the
Minister on that.

Mr Orayden: There are also 120 workers
who want to come here to work in the
timber mills.

Mr SKIDMORE: Are there any others
the Minister could mention?

Mr Grayden: I could mention plenty.

Mr SKIDMORE: I suggest that when
one reflects upon the statements just made
by the Minister, one finds they are the
type of unsubstantiated statements he is
prone to make. He makes such statements
without any idea of their validity. He says
many hundreds of skilled workers seek to
migrate to Australia. He does not even
give us an analysis that they involve, say,
14 Czechs, 15 Austrians, 17 West Germans.
and so many from the British isles. if the
Minister thinks he can get skilled trades-
men to migrate to this country from the
British Isles at the moment, I would like
to see him do so. I doubt whether too
many workers would want to leave what
they have in the British Isles to come
here.

The Minister also referred to the timber
industry. I might suggest that the con-
ditions under which workers come to Aus-
tralia to work in that industry be investi-
gated carefully, because we find the same
soft of situation of workers being tied to
a company. In the main these People live
in company houses or are tied in some
other way to the company. Perhaps there
is a suggestion of a bonding system under
which workers are bonded until such time
as they become free citizens In Australia.
That is not unknown, and I suggest some
of the companies concerned would cer-
tainly not be above the use of a bonding
scheme.

I suggest that if the Minister doubts the
validity of my comments in respect of
bonding systems he should get someone to
refute what I have said. Certainly one
does not wonder why workers will not come
to this State.

375
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The member for Maylanda dealt with
the statistical analysis of unemployment
figures. I find, as I have said before, that
statistics are very doubtful material to use
In an argument because there are so many
imponderables of which people are not
aware. For instance, let us take the statis-
tical figures for December, 1974. The
regional data for Western Australia at the
end of December, 1974, shows that there
were 326 males and 172 females unem-
ployed in Albany.

We must also take Into account the
notations at the foot of the figures, which
everybody conveniently forgets when
asked how the figures are tabulated.
The notations indicate that In order to
analyse the figures properly, the data
must be seasonally adjusted, and this
In turn alters the entire concept of the
figures presented.

Likewise, the seasonally adjusted
figures become completely untenable as
an argument in relation to statistical
unemployment. They can be used to
arrive at the conclusion that there is an
unemployed work force, but it is not
correct to use them as the basis for de-
termining that the number of unemployed
in the work force has been reduced. The
March, 1975, figures show a reduction in
unemployment and the Minister may be
Interested to know that the February
figures also reveal a reduction on the
previous month.

Mr Gray den: What about giving us
your comments on this cartoon?

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not interested
in cartoons: cartoons are for those who
get enjoyment from them. I used to
read one called Speed Gordon, when I
was about 12 years old and 1 suddenly
realised that I had grown out of reading
cartoons and now X do not read them.
I do not even believe in Santa Claus,
so my grandchildren tell me.

As I said, in February there was a
reduction in the unemployed work force.
The original data indicated that, before
adjustment, there was a drop in un-
employment of 1 338 people comprising
554 adults and 784 juniors. Is it not
significant that 784 Juniors who were
unemployed were found employment? In
the main these would be school leavers
who were registered as unemployed but
who have secured Jobs. As a result,
they comprised a large percentage of
the reduction in unemployed as indicated
in the February and March figures.

Let us look further at the breakup of
statistics. In January, 828 juniors of a
total of 1 624 males secured employment.
If we use the figures as they should be
used, and give them their correct mean-
ing, there is no shadow of doubt that
they indicate the Government has failed
dismally to relieve the unemployment
situation.

We have heard the Minister say there
are projects in the pipeline which will
make a big difference. However, he has
not been able to name anything but a
Uimber industry which is going to absorb
120 men. I am prepared to accept that
120 men will be employed by this Indus-
try, but what about the other thousands
of people clamouring for jobs? What a
magnificent achievement in 12 months
of government-a programme which will
employ 120 men!

Mr Grayden:' What about the situation
In the mining industry?

Mr SKIDlMORE: Let us have a look at
the mining industry. I would like the Miln-
ister to say by interjection-I will give
him all the time he needs--what his
Government has done to create employ-
ment in the iron ore industry, on the gold-
fields, in Collie or anywhere else in the
mining industry.

Mr Grayden: How can we possibly do
anything when we are stymied by the
Federal Government?

Mr SKIDMORE: I suppose there are
people who always like to fall into trapS.
I did not desire to trap the Minister;
trapped himself. He now says it is the
fault of the Australian Government that
employment opportunities have not been
created in the industries I have named.
I should like to know what the Australian
Government has done since it came to
office that has created unemployment
problems on the goldfields.

Mr Grayden: By denying the mining
companies the opportunity to recruit
skilled tradesman from overseas. That in
itself is causing widespread unemploy-
ment.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Australian Gov-
errunent has not done that.

Mr Cirayden: It has, for your informa-
tion.

Mr Harman: It has not.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr SKCIDMORE: I am sorry, Mr

Speaker; I had a couple helping me. May
I ask how much time I have remaining?

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has seven minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: I may have to ask
for an extension of time, Mr Speaker.

Mr Bryce: We will support you.
Mr Young: We will not; we are not

masochists.
Mr SKIDMORE: Let us have a look at

the situation in Collie. What has the Min-
ister done there to create employment?
The Government has not been responsible
for creating additional jobs in Collie; it
has been a by-product of the forces, of
the market; namely, the International
question of oil, and the action of some
oil companies holding us to ransom. The



[Tuesday, 25 March, 1975137

question of air pollution and our inability
to secure and refine our oil requirements
have also led to a return to coal fuel.

The environmental aspect also must be
taken into consideration when discussing
this change of attitude, where Govern-
ments all over the world are looking to
coal fuel as an alternative to oil. If the
minister claims that he was the instigator
of this situation or if the Government can
convince us by its vociferous claims that
the Australian Government has caused all
our Ills, perhaps they could even convince
a black kettle to turn white on a red
hot stove. However, I doubt very much
whether they could convince us.

What about the question of iron ore?
What has the Government done to assist
this industry? Can the Minister for Labour
and Industry inform me of one tangible
thing his Government has done in an ef-
fort to find new international markets for
our graded ore? This Government has not
gone into the European markets seeking
additional iron ore export contracts. It has
not even bothered to turn around and
make an effort to alleviate the unemnploy-
ment problem In the Wron ore industry.
The Minister cannot deny it; it just has
not happened.

In the closing moments of my speech,
I should like to refer to some of the state-
ments attributable to Ministers of this
Government in regard to the question of
unemployment. Certainly, some of those
statements are strange when one tries to
reconcile them with the facts I have pre-
sented tonight. In The West Australian
of the 14th January, 1915, the following
article appears--

The Acting Premier, Mr Mepharlin,
has called for a report on unemploy -
ment relief to be presented to today's
State Cabinet meeting.

Hie said yesterday that he was ap-
palled by last month's unemployment
rise of 7262 and had asked for a
detailed breakdown of the figures.

"We must examine what the State
can do to cushion this latest unem-
ployment jump," he said.

We are still awaiting the results of the
Cabinet deliberations and for some an-
nouncement from this Government that
it plans to do something to relieve unem-
ployment; we probably will be waiting
until doomsday.

In The Australian of the 9th January,
1975, appears the following article-

...the Premier of Western Austra-
lia, Sir Charles Court, was considering
joining the other two premiers.

Here was a Government that was hell-
bent on not accepting the unemployment
relief scheme instigated by the Australian
Government and it says. "What does our
record show?" What It does show up Is
the failure of the Government to do some-
thing about unemployment. According to
the Press article of the 9th January, the

Premier was going to deny the unemploy-
ment relief scheme the chance of getting
off the ground in Western Australia.

I would hazard a guess that even after
this short time, if we went to people in
industry and local government and asked
them how they felt about the scheme,
everybody, including the people who have
been employed by the scheme, would agree
that it Is a good one.

There were many arguments against the
scheme when it was first Introduced, but
these objections have been overcome and
the scheme Is now reaching the fulfilment
which it was hoped it would reach when
the Australian Government first intro-
duced It some months ago. I am sure
members opposite would still turn around
and damn it and say that It is not work-
ing and will never work. However, that is
not the ease. This scheme has provided
employment to many people about whom
this Government has not even bothered.

The other day, when we told the Premier
that there was an unemployment pool in
the Kwlnana area, he said, "I am not in-
terested in them. That is not my res-
ponsibility; It Is the responsibility of the
Australian Government."

Sir Charles Court. I never said that at
all.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Premier did say
that; he said that to the member for
Rockinghami.

Sir Charles Court: Did you hear Mr
Dunstan on the RED Scheme?

Mr SKIDMORE, The Premier also said
that he was going overseas to attract more
Industry to this State because of the threat
of unemployment to the workers in West-
ern Australia. I suggest that the Premier
Is a little late. He should have been visit-
ing the United Kingdom immediately he
became Premier In an effort to stimulate
trade In this State. However, all he does is
gripe about what the Australian Govern-
ment has done or has not done, but the
record will clearly show that the present
Australian Government has granted more
assistance to the Governments of all States
during its present regime than has ever
been granted by any previous Flederal
Government. The present Australian Gov-
ernment has granted more by way of assist-
ance for the relief of unemployment than
has ever been done previously. That can-
not be denied and I commend the amend-
ment to the House.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [10.22 p.m.): I sup-
port the amendment that has been moved
to the Address-in-Reply by the member
for Maylands, and I commend It to the
House because, contrary to the remarks
made earlier by the Minister for Labour
and Industry, I think it is one of the most
pertinent amendments to the Address-In-
Reply that has been moved for some time.
It is pertinent because the statements and
promises made by the Premier during the
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life of the previous Parliament, and whilst
he was on the hustings during the last
election campaign, were the most astonish-
ing and Irresponsible statements and prom-
ises that have ever been made by any
leader of a political party in this State.

The Promises which were most irrespons-
ible and most astonishing related to un-
employment, and to the question of in-
flation. There is no doubt whatsoever that
his Promises were made to the People with
the full knowledge that there was no way
in the wide world he could fulfil them,
especially the promises made about mop-
Ping up unemployment and stemming the
rate of inflation.

We, on this side of the House, have no
intention whatsoever of allowing the Prem-
ier to forget that he made those Prepost-
erous and outlandish Promises and that
he had no idea whatsoever as to the means
of fulfilling them. More important is the
point that when he made the promises he
had no intention whatsoever of beginning
to grapple with the problem. The questions
that have been asked by members on this
side of the House have completely revealed
this. The Minister for Labour and Industry,
in his comments, has astounded many of
us on this side of the Chamber. We have
experienced or witnessed his experiments
In extravaganza before. We have seen him
make false statements and bandy them
around quite frequently in the past.

Withdawal of Remark

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Ascot
has just made a statement that is highly
objectionable to me and I ask that it be
withdrawn. The statement was to the effect
that I make false statements.

The SPEAKER: The minister for La-
bour and Industry has asked the member
for Ascot to withdraw the statement. to
which he objects. I must ask the member
for Ascot to withdraw the remark.

Mr BRYCE: I withdraw the remark
that the Minister for Labour and Industry
makes false statements.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr BRYCE: The Point I would like to
make about the contribution that was
made to this debate by the Minister for
Labour and Industry is that it was cer-
tainly not becoming of a Minister who Is
responsible for this important question of
employment, as he Is the Minister for
Labour and Industry in this State Gov-
ernment. After all is said and done it
was in respect of this important question
of employment that his Premier made
irresponsible promises and one might well
assume that the question then becomes
the responsibility of the Minister for
Labour and Industry.

Further, I think we should have a look
at the particular promises the Premier
made on the hustings. I do not propose
to quote them because I think the mover
of the amendment-the member for May-
lands--quoted at sufficient length from
Hansard to prove beyond doubt that the
Premier has made the claim, time and
time again, that employment opportunities
are the responsibility of the State Govern-
ment. Therefore we on this side of the
House have no intention ever of allowing
him to forget the variety of claims he has
made in Parliament, on the hustings. and
in his policy speech.

I think, very briefly, we should look at
his history. The Premier, as Minister for
Industrial Development in the Brand Gov-
ernment, built up a very fine reputation
as the be all and end all of capitalistic
economies and development in West-
ern Australia during the 1960s. This
fine reputation he achieved during
that period led him Into making
all the extravagant promises he made
when he was thrown into Opposition by
the people's decision in 1971. He was
blinded by the aura which surrounded his
achievements during the period he was
Minister for Industrial Development. He
was blinded into believing that he was
infallible and so he made those rash prom-
ises, based on totally illogical premises
that he. as State Premier, would return
the State to full employment and solve
inflation.

He knew it was impossible to fulfil those
promises, but he went ahead and made
them. We have become accustomed to the
Premier in this State making promises of
that type, because there are a host of
others he made during the 1960s within the
concept of developing this State at any
cost and at breakneck speed with no regard
whatsoever for the environment, and here
I am referring to the Ewinana eyesore.
This was the theme that dominated the
then Government in the late 1960fs in
bringing about industrial develop-
ment. Then, when that Government went
into Opposition, it denied the Tonkin Gov-
ernment the opportunity to solve unem-
ployment in 1972. No matter how hard
the Premier may squirm he cannot con-
vince anybody in this House or in this
State that he did not argue, time and time
again, that the Tonkin Labor Government
was basically responsible for unemploy-
ment in Western Australia during the
early 1970s.

Of course the real facts of the situation
-which none of the self-respecting mem-
bers on the Government side have been
Prepared to admit-are that unemploy-
ment at that time was the direct result and
consequence of economic decisions made in
the United States of America and in Japan.
the effect of which were transferred to
the Pilbara and, as a result, many of those
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workers who were attracted to the Pilbara
from other States and from New Zealand
had to find their way back to the metro-
politan area.

At that time the Premier was not suffi-
ciently honest to stand up and say that
that decision was beyond the control of
the State Government. Is it any wonder
that members on this side of the House
should doubt the credibility of the state-
ments made by the Premier in 1975 when
he blames the Commonwealth for the ills
that beset this State? What a different
tune it is now. He says to us, "But the
situation has changed." Of course it has
changed because he has been placed in
the position where he Is now expected to
deliver the goods. Talk was cheap when
he was Leader of the Opposition. It was
very cheap indeed! Now when he is ex-
pected to deliver the goods he simply can-
not do so and he now knows, as he knew
when he drafted his policy speech in 1974.
that he simply cannot realistically prom-
ise, as State Premier, to mop up all the
unemployment in Western Australia. Ile
also said that he would stake his reputa-
tion upon the success of the measures he
was going to adopt when he became
Premier.

The Minister for Labour and Industry
failed to reveal to the House the figures
for 1975. Did he not quote some interest-
ing figures for the month of Maich? I
asked the Minister-and I believe this is
the proper method of obtaining inforina-
tion-whether he would Indicate to
Parliament the percentage of the work
force of the State registered as unemployed
at the end of February, 1975, and the
percentage registered as unemployed In
February, 1974. When the Tonkin Govern-
ment left office 1.17 per cent of the work
force of the State was registered as unem-
ployed. For the benefit of members oc-
cupying the front bench of the Govern-
ment the inescapable truth is that in
February, 1975, the percentage of the
work force of the State registered as un-
employed was 5,4 per cent.

The Minister for Labour and Industry
failed to draw our attention to this fact. I
am surprised that he did this, knowing
what a dinkum politician he is, because asMinister for Labour and Industry, based
on the utterances of his leader, he becomes
responsible for fulfilling the promises
made by the Premier at the hustings.

Mr Grayden: If we had been given
warning of the amendment to the motion
I could have given statistics which are ex-
tremely interesting to you.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister can feed the
material to his minions in the back bench
opposite, and they can use it in their con-
tribution to the debate on the amendment,
if the Premier will release the ban on his
back-bench members. I am sure that a lot

of those members will be able to use the
material which the Minister can feed
them,

There is an important weakness in the
argument of the Premier and the Govern-
ment front-bench members who espouse
the view in economic terms, that 'what
this State needs most is for all restrictions
designed to safeguard the economic des-
tiny of this country so far as posterity is
concerned at the national level should be
lifted. The State Government which dur-
ing the 1960s took action for development
at any cost will find its actions greatly
stifled in 1975, when there is a
Government at Canberra which is
far more concerned about the own-
ership, exploitation, and development
of the resources of this country. How
terribly frustrating it must be for the
present State Government not to be able
to give away the resources of Western
Australia at the same extravagant rate as
the Liberal Government did in the 1960s.
The Premier falls to recognise the fact
that if the trend of development, for which
he was responsible during the 1960s, were
to continue for a few more decades, then
Western Australia and this country gen-
erally-but for the policies of the Whitlam
Government-would find themselves in
the position that Canada now finds itself.

If the Premier pretends that he is
seriously concerned with the unemployment
problem he ought to consider what is hap-
pening to Canada's economy, as a result
of the rate of transfer of ownership of
its resources to the captains of American
industry. Let us see what is the position
in modern-day Canada. Whenever there
is a recession in the economy of the 'USA
it flows in an uncontrolled way across the
border to Canada. No matter what de-
velopmental projects may be proceeding in
Canada the parent companies in the
USA make decisions that affect the anti-
podes first, and the work force in Canada
is laid off first. Subsidiary companies in
other parts of the world have to cut back
production particularly in terms of export
markets.

If the Premier and his supporters in the
Liberal Party get their way, the economic
destiny of this country will be transferred
very quickly from Australian hands to
foreign hands. The moment that happens
we will find the situation in this country
like the one we were forced to suffer
previously in 1972. Let us look at
the position, and see what will hap-
pen in the future. I refer to one
particular industry-the iron-ore indus-
try. The control of this industry is
vested in the hands of overseas companies.
A decision was made in the USA that
affected the steel industry in Japan; and
as a result of that construction work on
projects in the Pilbara was brought to a
halt. This is only one industry that has
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been so affected; and the same could hap-
pen i-n a multitude of ways if the entire
economic destiny of a country is handed
over to important and large industrial
nations like Japan and the 'USA.

I suggest to the Premier and his front-
bench colleagues that they know this. and
have been irresponsible by adopting a
short-term approach to the development
of the resources of this country when they
advocated that the resources at our dis-
posal should be developed at a break-neck
rate. They seem to think this: "Let us not
consider the cost so far as the future of
the country is concerned, but let us con-
sider the politics of development and the
electoral figures, for 1977." The Premier is
breaking his heart now, because he cannot
get his own way.

Sir Charles Court: You almost have me
in tears!

Mr BRYCE-: We are delighted the Prem-
ier has returned to the Chamber.

Sir Charles Court: I have not been away
from the Chamber that long.

Mr BRYCE: For the sake of the record
we hope he will remain. I had better read
the amendment; it is in three parts.

Sir Charles Court: If you spend as much
time as I do in the Chamber you will
not be doing badly.

Mr Sodeman: Where is the Leader of
the Opposition now?

Mr B3RYCE: The moment the member
for Pilbara stands on his feet and makes
a speech we will be ready to recognise
him from this side.

Mr Young: Before You make statements
like that, why do you not check with your
party whip to find out which members
have been paired?

Mr BRYCE: When the Premier is at the
hustings, when he briefs his public rela-
tions officers for newspaper comments, or
when he makes interjections in the House,
he frequently makes extravagant state-
ments which mean nothing. The state-
ment of his about unemployment was not
the most absurd he has made; the most
absurd statement made by the Premier of
this State was the collection of utterances
by him to whip up enthusiasm prior to the
last State election. For the man who had
a cure for all evils, the mast absurd thing
he could do was to promise the people
that he could reduce the soaring rate of
inflation, and to say he had the answer.

My colleague, the member for Maylands,
has already indicated in some detail the
stupidity of some of the statements the
Premier has made in relation to this ques-
tion of inflation. Any member opposite
who has a modicum of knowledge of econ-
omics will know full well that the state-
ments made by their leader are absolutely

absurd in economic terms. These are some
of such statements the Premier has made-

The answer to inflation Is here on
the home front.

We will solve inflation State by
State.

The real answer to inflation lies in
solving the shortages problem.

Such statements in respect of this ques-
tion are irrelevant to the basic economic
problem, and the Premier knows that.
That is the reason we on this side
of the House have no regard for his
sincerity when he says such things to
the people of this State.

Little by little the people will wake up
to his promises, like his promises of the
building of black-t-op roads and a uni-
versity in the north. Extravagant promises
punctuate his speeches to the people and
to this House. It is only bit by bit that
the people are beginning to wake up. H-ow
absurd it is for a Premier who is in charge
of the situation in terms of the total West-
ern Australian economy to promise to solve
the problem of inflation'

Mr Sodeman: How you distort the facts.
Which Promise did the Premier make
about black-top roads in the Pilbara?

Mr BRYCE; The member for Pilbara
will have an opportunity to refute that
when he is on his feet.

Mr Sodeman: I will be only too pleased
to do so. Why not quote what he said
about the roads?

Mr BRYCYE: The true facts in respect of
inflation, as my worthy colleague from
Maylands indicated, are that from 1971-
72 the inflow of foreign capital into this
country was unprecedented. That in Itself
created enormous Pressure In regard to
inflation. Only a few nights ago in respect
of this issue the Premier said that it was
something like a toboggan. Once a tobog-
gan is set in motion it cannot be stopped
suddenly.

Let me remind the Premier again that
the real action which triggered off the cur-
rent rate of inflation was the panic Budget
of 1972 introduced by the then Treasurer,
the recently deposed leader of the Liberal
Party. Billy McMahon's party was facing
up to a rather rugged campaign and the
panic Budget of August, 1972, was intro-
duced with a wild campaign of expendi-
ture in the hope that the Government
could stem the tide which was obviously
running against it. Of course the Govern-
ment was unsuccessful in doing that, but
It was certainly very successful in kicking
off the inflation toboggan, *o use the
Premier's own expression,

Nc-one would seriously suggest that this
Problem of Inflation is Isolated so far as
we are concerned In this State or coun-
try. This is the kind of thing we
on this side of the House are concerned
about; that is, the Premier's attitude. He
is not fair dinkum. or humble enough to
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admit to the people of Western Australia
that he made a mistake and to point out
that other overseas countries--we have
spent the taxpayers' money to send him
to other countries-have a rate of inflation
ranging from 15 to 20 per cent.

We can argue about the accuracy of
particular figures from time to time, but
we know that practically every similar
western economic democracy experiences
exactly the same problem, and members
on the other side of the House are com-
pletely aware that no outstanding states-
man anywhere in the western world has
a solution to inflation now any mare than
at any other time, In recent times if some-
one had had it he would have been the
most welcome individual on the horizon
so far as the western economic world is
concerned; there is no question about tLhat.

So what have we left? In any western
capitalistic economy a certain variety, of
economic weapons can be employed from
time to time to try to manage the econ-
omy, but no Government In this country
has ever been able to prune the economy
of the country without making adjust-
ments which have caused unemployment,
inflation, or deflation from time to time.
If anyone on the other side of the House
is prepared to stand up and indicate that
what I am saying now is not a statement
of fact, I will be very interested to bear
him.

However, we do not have this sort of
acknowledgment from the Premier. All
we hear from the Premier is a continual
denigration of the Australian Government,
and "excuse-ism" ad nauseum because he
Is not big enough-neither is his Cabinet-
to admit that the problem is international
and that the Australian Government, or
any other Government in the western
world, does not have the answer, but that
he will co-operate whenever possible.

Mr Clarko: The element of imported
pressures in the Australian figure would
be less than in any comparable country.
Inflation in Australia is--

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr BRYCE: Actually I would have

thought that the volume of trade done by
this country and the position which it oc-
cupies on the list of important trading
nations in the world would make it a
country which is particularly susceptible
to trends on the International scene as far
as the important economic trends overseas
are concerned, to say nothing of the fact
that this country Is one of the last bast-
ions for Investment of literally hundreds
of millions of dollars, yen, and so on,
from other western countries. This Is the
last place where those countries can in-
vest money with some security.

Mr Clarko: Was.
Mr BRYCE: It still is--
Mr Clarko: It's all been scared off.

Mr B3RYCE: -because of the political
stability of this country. Given those two
factors, this country is probably more
susceptible than most.

Mr Clarko: Totally Incorrect, You are
totally wrong. Ask some of the economists
and they will tell you.

Mr BRYCE: I think it is important for
the sake of the record that we should in-
dicate quite clearly that the Premier has
obviously made several edicts which have
governed the behaviour of members op-
posite. The first is that they sit like well-
behaved boys and dare not remove their
coats in the Chamber. They behave very
well in that respect and they do an excel-
lent job.

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!I

Point of Order

Mr SIBSON: I do not think that a dis-
cussion of members dress in this House
has any relevance to the subject we are
debating.

The SPEAKER: There is a real Point of
order by the member for Bunbury, and I
am grateful for it. It gives me an oppor-
tunity to say that it was not the Premier
who had anything to do with the dress
of members in this Chamber. It was I in
my term of office as Speaker and Previous
Speakers In their terms. Therefore, any-
one who says anything to the contrary is
probably trying to get at not the Premier,
but possibly the Speaker, and this is highly
disorderly. I will watch for any future
remark in that regard.

Mr BRYCE: Believe me, Mr Speaker,
when I1 say sincerely that I had no inten-
tion of reflecting upon your role in res-
pect of that question.

The SPEAKER: I appreciate that re-
mark.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr BRYCE: Those on this side of the
House have It on very good authority,
however, that the Premier has announced
a very strong edict in respect of this
question.

Mr Clarko: Your speech would be very
dull without our Interjections, would it
not?

Mr BRYCE: The other interesting and
Important edict issued by the Premier be-
comes very obvious to those on this -side
of the House. It is that he has mnuzzled
the members of his Government and his
back-benehers to the extent-

Mr Mensaros: It is only the dullness of
your speech which is responsible for the
fact that members are quiet and do not
listen to you.
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Mr BRYCE: -that it has become almost
an insult to the people who send them here.
For many months in the previous session
of Parliament and certainly in the first two
weeks of this session, we have wit-
nessed mute representation, and It is not
exactly becoming to the members as far as
the forum of Parliament Is concerned.

Mr Crane: Quality, not quantity, Is the
essence of the House,

Mr BRYCE: The Premier rules With an
Iron rod and the job is very wel] done.
Members opposite should be commended.

Mr Clarko: It is nice that you appreciate
good behaviour.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!1
Mr BRYCE: To come back to the amn-

endment, I would like to conclude-
Mr Clarko: Good.
Mr Mensaros: That is good news.
Mr BRYCE: -by emphasising the

point that it is a higbly pertinent amend-
ment. and I commend it to the House-
every thinking member in particular-be-
cause members will readily appreciate that
the promise made to the people of West-
ern Australia by the Premier When he was
on the hustings, in respect of unemploy-
ment-his declared promise to solve it,
and the bravado associated with that re-
peated promise-has no equal.

Mr Sodeman: Yes it has.
Mr BRYCE: He has no equal whatso-

ever.
Mr Sodeman: The Prime Minister prom-

ised to reduce interest rates.
Mr BRYCE: I was not aware of that.
Mr O'Connor: Cut it out!
Mr Sodeman: I will obtain a copy of

his remarks and show them to the member
for Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: we would be very amazed
if the member for Pilbara ever rises to
make a speech.

Mr Sodeman: I will find the article and
let the member opposite have it at some
future time.

Mr BRYCE: The other aspect of the
amendment which is now before members
in this House relates to the Premier's lack
of purpose and lack of credibility in re-
spect of his failure to do anything to
moderate the rate of inflation in Western
Australia. Any thinking member in this
Chamber must support the amendment
which is to censure the Government.

Point o1 Order

Mr B. T. BURKE: I rise on a point of
clarification. The member for Pilbara is
constantly waving his thumb about in
some sort of funny manner and I wonder
if it might be objectionable to do that in
this House.

The SPEAKER: I find the point of
clarification somewhat frivolous. However,
I would ask that a number of members
behave themselves Somewhat better than
they have done in the House, There is
a tendency for members-some of them-
to lower the standard of debate. We have
always tended to conduct ourselves-while
at times becoming heated during the
course of debate-as gentlemen and mem-
bers of Parliament In the main. Some-
times, by word or deed, members do not
fall into that category. I trust that all
members will guard themselves against ill-
behaviour.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Oarr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. D. Evans

Mr Blalkie
Sir David Brand
Mr Clerko
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Orewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurane
Mr McPharlin

Ayes
Mr Nanny
Mr May
Mr Fletcher

Ayes Ig
Mr Harman
Mr Jamnteson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
WX Moller

(Teller)

Noes 25
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nenovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushton
Mr Sibson
Mr Sademan
Mr Stephens
Mrt watt

Mr Young
(Teller 3

Pairs
Noes

Mr Thompson
Sir Charles Court
Mr Shaldere

Amendment thus negatived.

Adjournment of Debate
MR BATEMAN (Canning) 1210.56 p.m.]:

I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion (adjournment of debate) put
and negatived.

Sir Charles Court: If members opposite
wanted to adjourn the debate why did not
they ask?

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MIS BATEMAN (Canning) [10.57 p.m.]:

It is not my intention to take up a great
deal of time speaking to the Address-in-
Reply debate tonight. I would like to men-
tion a few problems associated with my
electorate, and the first one I will deal
with concerns the increase in water rates
as from the 1st July, last year.



[Tuesday, 2S March, 1975138

On the 18th September, 1974, I asked a
question of the Minister for Water Sup-
plies. It appears at page 1575 of Hansard,
for that year, and part (1) of the ques-
tion was as follows--

(1) Is it correct as stated on an open
line radio station last week that.-
(a) water rate charges have been

increased:
(b) the charges for excess water

used have been increased;
(c) the household allowance be-

fore excess was assessed has
been reduced?

The Minister replied that the charges had
been increased as from the 1st July. As
members are aware, the increase was
from 6.15c to 8c per kilolitre.

I asked many other questions relating
to the increase in the price of water. What
has concerned me most is the fact that
the price of land has risen considerably
during the past two or three years and,
accordingly, rates have also. increased.
That increase was aggravated by the in-
crease in the charge for excess water.
The result is that the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Depart-
ment will receive extra revenue from the
increase in charges for excess water used
by consumers.

For many years I have been worried by
the tremendous waste associated with the
use of water. When I was overseas I ob-
served that a terrific quantity of waste
water was recycled. If that water had not
been recycled many people would have
gone thirsty.

I have heard this matter discussed by
professors and economists, and People who
know much more about our water supply
than I do, and I have often thought that
perhaps it is one of the reasons we have
never been invaded because this country
does not have enough water with which
to supply an army. All the major cities of
Australia are right on the coast where
there Is very little water. There is even
less in the outback unless it comes with
a cyclone.

An economics lecturer at the University
of Western Australia is reported in the
Daily News of the 27th February this year
as saying that Perth authorities should
consider abandoning water rates. I made
the same suggestion some years ago and
did not receive a very good hearing. The
reason that the Metropolitan Water Board
does not want to institute the pay-as-you-
use system, as does the SEC. is that the
business people in the city and through-
out the metropolitan area do not use
much water but they pay extremely high
rates.

I feel sure that if the pay-as-you-use
system were Introduced People would be
far more conscious of the amount of water
they use. At the moment one can see at
Nedlands and in mny electorate automatic
sprinkler systems which half the time are

watering the roadways and footpaths. I
think water rates should be scrapped and
that a system similar to that used by the
SEC should be instituted. This would give
the people of Western Australia an incent-
lye to conserve water. Something must be
done about this matter before we find
ourselves in dire straits. The metropolitan
area is expanding rapidly. At Wanneroo
there was recently a breakdown of pumps
and people were without water for a con-
siderable time.

In addition, we pump out into the sea
millions of gallons of waste water which
could be used on reserves throughout the
metropolitan area. Waste water is now
used in swimming pools in Sydney, and
millions of gallons of waste water are used
every day to water reserves in South Aus-
tralia. I think it is time we in Western
Australia took a long look at our water
problem.

I would now like to refer to the Can-
ning-Armadale corridor, which was in-
troduced some five years ago by the
Brand Government. It brought about a
tremendous number of hardships to the
small urban farmers along the foreshores
of the Canning River and in other areas,
because their rural land was zoned ur-
ban and consequently the urban farmers
had to pay the high rates applying to
urban land. They were almost rated
out of existence.

The Brand Government was concerned
at the extremely high rates and it
amended the Local Government Act to
provide a 50 per cent reduction in rates
for urban farmers who earned at least
75 per cent of their income from their
property, provided they did not sell the
property within five years. If the pro-
perty was sold within five Years they had
to pay to the local authority the amount
by which the rates had been reduced.
Many of the farmers--the orchardists,
the Poultry farmers, and the market
gardeners--have remained on their pro-
perties and are providing very useful
commodities, but the increases In the
prices of vegetables, eggs, and fruit have
not kept pace with the increases in elec-
tricity, water, and local authority rates
and State taxation, which have quad-
rupled in the last couple of years.

I have been concerned about this mat-
ter in the last few years and in company
with the late Mr Fred White, who had
encountered similar problems in the
Kalamunda area, I approached the f or-
mer Minister for Local Government to
see whether anything could be done about
it. The Minister asked us to speak to
the Commissioner of Taxation to see if
we could draw up a plan for presentation
to the Parliament to give these people
some relief. otherwise they would have
to walk off their farms.

Market gardeners work from daylight
to dark on seven days a week, and we
get fairly cheap vegetables. If these
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people are forced to leave their proper-
ties, we will have to import fruit and
vegetables. They cannot afford to pay
such high rates to local authorities, let
alone all the other high rates and taxes,
the licenses on their vehicles, and the
cost of fertiliser. Something must be
done to help them.

I would like to record in Hansard the
proposed legislative action to provide rat-
ing relief to occupiers of urban farm
land which the late Mr Fred Whidte and
I drew up after consultation with the
Commissioner of Taxation. The proposal
was-

Land within the Metropolitan
Region has, particularly within the
"fringe" Shires, viz., Kalamunda,
Gosnells. Rockingham, Arinadale-
Kelmscott, Mundaring, Swan and
and Wanneroo, escalated in value as
a result of urbanization during re-
cent years.

Rates and taxes levied upon land
having a high Unimproved Capital
Value have proved burdensome to
bona fide Primary Producers especi-
ally those whose land is zoned for
purposes other than Rural and for
those whose rural zoned land is In
close proximity to urban or industrial
development.

It is not uncommon for the Un-
improved Capital Value of such pro-
perties to be valued up to $8,000 per
acre resulting in Shire rates of $100
per acre or more.

Relief can be obtained by the Local
Authorities concerned granting spe-
cial concessions if it is prepared to
declare the affected land as Urban
Farm Land as prescribed under sec-
tion 533A of the Local Government
Act. These concessions, however,
often afford minimal relief to the
property owner.

It is proposed-
(1) that Urban Farm Land pro-

perties having an Unimproved
Capital Value in excess of
$1,000 per acre have a nota-
tional value of $1,000 per acre
applied to the property for
the purpose of assessing Local
Authority rates:

(2) that Urban Farm Land pro-
perties having an Unim-
proved Capital Value of $1,000
an acre or less be levied a
maximum rate of $10 Per
acre or part of an acre:

(3) that the definition of Urban
Farm Land be Farm Land
which is exempt from pay-
ment of State Land Tax
under the provisions of Sec-
tion 10 (1g) of the Land Tax
Assessment Act.

The above proposals are based on
the assumption that a 10 acre pro-
perty wholly used for a Primary Pro-
duction pursuit such as fruit growing
or market gardening would be a viable
economic proposition enabling its oc-
cupier to pay Shire rates not exceed-
ing $100 per annum.

If the above proposals were manda -
tory under the Local Government Act.
bona tide primary producers could
continue their agricultural pursuits
until such time as they were pre-
Pared to dispose of the land for some
alternative use. At such time that
the land is disposed of any rate con-
cessions for the previous 5 years would
have to be paid as a lump sum to the
Local Authority as provided for in
Section 548 (3b) of the Local Govern-
ment Act.

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Elaikie), I thank
you for the opportunity to have that rec-
orded in Hansard. It was a fairly lengthy
quotation, but It will be there for all time
for other members of Parliament to read. I
hope someone will read it, and that some-
where down the line some relief will be
given to urban farmers. As I said before,
if we do not give the farmers some relief
with their rates, and especially local
authority rates, we will be in trouble.
These people do not ask for anything
really; we never hear them asking for sub-
sidies for superphosphate, petrol, or any-
thing like that. They work extremely hard
in all types of weather for very little
return. Unless something is done to help
them I am sure they will be in dire straits.

I would like to make some mention of
the proposal that local authorities should
collect food waste from hotels, taverns,
and the markets, to use as sanitary land-
fil. It is said that the food scraps, If fed
to pigs, could bring about a type of exotic
disease, swine fever or something of this
type. Under the heading of, "Whfly the
delay?" The Sunday Times of the 17th
November, 1974, had this to say-

The layman might be execused for
feeling slightly confused over the pro-
Posed ban on the use of hotel and
restaurant scraps for pig food. If the
use of this swill poses a health prob-
lem, how can the ban deadline be set
a year from now?

If the health threat is not immnedi-
ate or particularly menacing, why
impose a ban at all?

It will cost a tremendous amount of money
to transport this waste. At the moment
the pig farmers boil the waste they receive
from the various places, and it Is inspected
daily or weekly by the local health in-
spector. To me this Is a very useful way
to recycle food wastes.

It is proposed that the waste be used
as sanitary landfill. I cannot for the life
of me see where these tons of refuse will
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go, and If we are at risk of this strange
exotic disease, the refuse could well Pol-
lute our underground water schemes. I
do not think it would get to the aquifers,
but it could pollute the water near the
surface. I do not think that shire councils
have the millions of dollars to throw
around for this scheme.

I seem to be jumping all over the place,
but I would like to mention the use of
radar traps and unmarked ears by the
Police Force. I am sorry that the Miinster
for Police is not in the House at present.

I feel the use of radar traps places
many people in a humiliating situation.
Luckily I have not been caught by one,
but it is a sorry day when one finds grown
men playing cops and robbers like little
boys.

Mr Watt: The Minister for Police Is
here now.

Mr BATEMAN: I am glad that the Min-
ister has returned. I believe this is the last
country in the world to be using radar
traps. One knows Immediately that a trap
is set up because car drivers flick their
lights to each other. It is becoming a
f arce. I know many policemen are not
happy about these traps, but they are paid
to do a job. I am aware that the Minister
for Police is dinkum in his desire to cut
down the road toll, and anyone who can
come up with an idea to this end would
get a good hearing. Rather than have
these Policemen hiding behind walls and
trees to catch the motorists, I believe they
should be out on the road in marked
vehicles.

I would like to suggest that we follow
the Vehicle Code of the State of California.
That State has abolished speed traps, and
on page 544 the code reads as follows-

No evidence as to the speed of a
vehicle upon a highway shall be ad-
mitted in any court upon the trial of
any person for an alleged viola-
tion of this code when the evidence
is based upon or obtained from or by
the maintenance or use of a speed
trap.
Testimony Based on Speed Trap.

In any prosecution under this code
upon a charge involving the speed of
a vehicle, any officer or other person
shall be incompetent as a witness if
the testimony is based upon or ob-
tained from or by the maintenance or
use of a speed trap.

The code then continues on about arrest-
ing officers. Policemen are paid a very
good wage, and I feel as many as possible
should be out on the road in marked cars.
They will be doing a very useful job-the
job they are paid for. I know when I see
a traffic patrolman I look very smartly
at my speedometer, and I am sure most
people do the same.

I would like to see more patrolmen on
the road, rather than hiding behind trees
playing at cloak and dagger nonsense.

To conclude my speech in this debate,
as I said earlier, the most important point
I make is in regard to some assistance for
urban farmers. They have a real problem,
and I sincerely hope that the Minister for
Local Government, through the committee
he has formed, can come up with some
useful suggestion which will assist them.
I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Young.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Premier) [11.18 p.m.]: Before I move the
formal adjournment, could I mention some-
thing which I intended to refer to during
question time: namely, to Inform mem-
bers that I will move a special adjourn-
ment tomorrow night in respect of Thurs-
day. The intention Is that on Thursday we
will sit from 10.30 a.m. until 12A5 P.m.,
and from 2.00 p.m. until 3.30 p.m. This will
allow us the same number of sitting hours
as would normally be the case on a Thurs-
day. Questions will be taken at a time that
I will work out with you, Mr Speaker.
having regard for their number on that
day. With any reasonable co-operation,
we will still finish at 3.30 p.m.

I move-
That the H-ouse do now adjourn.

Questinn put. and passed.

House adjournzed at 11.19 p.m.

Wednesday, the 26th March, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. P'.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. PRAYER
Revised Form

The Ron. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Min-
ister for Justice:

I refer to Order of the Day No. 2
on today's notice paper in the
name of Mr Heitman for the
adoption of a revised form of
prayer. In view of the fact that
the last paragraph refers to the
prayer being made in the name of


